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Elizabeth Downes House 
Hillsboro 
Private 

Circa 178.5 

On the north side of Alternate Maryland Route 404 in Hillsboro 
stands a yellow stucco townhouse which was the residence of 
Elizabeth Downes , founder of the town of Hillsboro in the 1780 ' s. 
From research undertaken by Eleanor F . Horsey, the house appears to 
have been constructed between 1784-87. More information will be 
published in Volume II of The Origins of Caroline County. 

The house appears to have the plan of a townhouse, with side hall 
and two parlors. Its brick walls wer e stuccoed in the late 19th 
Century when the porch was added . 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Elizabeth Downes House is located on the north side of 
Maryland Alternate Route 404 in Hillsboro, Caroline County. It 
is a three bay brick house that has been remodeled in the mid-to­
late nineteenth century. 

The house is presently stuccoed, painted yellow, and scored 
to resemble ashlar masonry. The three bay main facade has a side 
entrance and 2/2 pane sash windows with black louvered shutters. 
The first floor windows are taller than those on the second floor. 
there is a three bay entrance porch with turned post heavy brackets 
on the posts and the porch cornice, and turned baluster ornamenta­
tion below the cornice. The stuccoed section has a able roof with 
a molded wood cornice that returns at the corners. The gable ends 
are two bays deep with windows on each floor. There are small 
chimney stacks inside each gable end. The entrance has a Victorian 
style door and transom and sidelights. 

A frame ell has been added to the west side of the rear of the 
house. It has clapboard siding and a gable roof with a chimney 
stack midway along its length. The east side has a one story porch 
and the west side has a two story rectangular bay window with a 
pediment roof and shingle ornamentation between the two storys 
and paneling below the windows on the first story. 
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The Elizabeth Downes House is a good example of how an early 
Federal style brick house was remodeled through the years in order 
to remain fashionable with the predominant Victorian style architec­
ture of the Hillsboro community 
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STATE COUNTY 

----------------------------------~~-STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME / TITLE 

Michael Bourne. Architectural Consultant, & Joe Getty 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

STREET 8o UMBER 
Mar?iland Historical Tn.ist March. 1977 

TELEPHONE 

Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Annapolis Maryland 21401 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Sectio n 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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