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Brick House on Steele Road First Quarter 19th Century
Henderson

Private

This brick farmhouse is a typical vernacular structure of the
Federal period on the rural Eastern Shore. It has marked similarities
to the Antal House a few miles north. This house stands very tall
above the basement and has a Flemish bond principal facade and common
bond elsewhere. The gable end chimneys partially protrude from the
wall creating a vertical element in each gable. At one time, there
was a kitchen wing on the north gable.
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DESCRIPTION
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED X_ORIGINAL SITE
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The brick farmhouse on Steele Road is located on a dirt land
leading east from Steele Road, southwest of Melville Crossroads,
Caroline County, Maryland. It is a Federal style house built
c. 1800-1880. A residence that stood vacant for several years,
it has recently been re-inhabited and basic maintenance undertaken.

The two story structure is on a high foundation with a water
table. The three bay east facade is Flemish bond with tooled joints
and the water table is quarter round molded. There is a central
doorway flanked by two 8/6 windows and three identical windows are
on the second floor. The windows have plain wood sash and flat arch
lintels of header bricks. A wood box cornice exists on both facades
of the house. The other three facades are common bond. The west
facade has windows in all of its bays. The gable ends house slightly
protruding chimney stacks and have two half story windows. The north
gable end shows evidence of once having had a one and one-half
story frame addition.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The brick farmhouse on Steele Road depicts the representative
Federal style house of the mid-Eastern Shore of Maryland. Built
c. 1800-1880, the two room with central passageway floor plan, the
gable end chimneys, the symmetrical fenestration, and the restrained
ornamentation are the basic characteristics of this period. Details
particular to this region and incorporated in the Steele Road
brick farmhouse are the high foundation, the partial protrusion
of the chimney stack from the wall face, and the absence of main
floor windows on the gable ends. It is remarkably similar in plan,
form, and detail to the Thomas House, a few miles north.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Michael Bourne, Architectural Consultant, & Joe Getty
ORGANIZATION DATE
Maryland Historical Trust January, 1977
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
Shaw House, 21 State Circle
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Annapolis Maryland 21401

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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