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CAR- 119 
Boonsboro Church - Zion Church 
Ridgely 
Public 

Fourth Quarter 19th Century 

The Boonsboro Church is a plain late 19th Century frame structure 
built originally for the White Methodist of Boonsboro . When the con
gregation dwindled, the Church was moved to its present site where 
it serves the religious needs of the Black Community. It is similar 
to several Methodist Churches of the period built throughout the 
Eastern Shore. 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST CAR- 119 
O<oDI 1951P0t 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

HISTORIC 

ANO/OR COMMON 

Boonsboro Church 
f.ILOCATION 

STREET & NUM BER 

Intersection of Central Avenue and Holsinger Lane 
CITY. l'OWN 

Ridgely VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Marv land 
DcLAss1FICATION 

CATE GORY 

_QI STRICT 

X..BUILOINGIS) 

_ STRUCTURE 

_ SITE 

_OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 

_PUBLIC '.K.ocCUPIEO 

XPRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_ BOTH _ WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION A CCESSIBLE 

_ IN PROCESS - YES RESTRICTED 

_ BEING CONSIDERED - YES UNRESTRICTED 

4.NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

First 
COU NTY 

Caroline 

PRESENT U SE 

-AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _PA:1K 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT XREUGIOUS 

_ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_ INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORT" TION 

_ MILITARY _ OTHER 

Zion Church - Boonsboro Colored Church Telephone #: 
----------------------------~ STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Ridgely _ VICINITYOF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

REGISTRY oF DEEDS.ETC. Caroline County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

Market Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Denton 
II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

TITLE 

DATE 

STATE, Z l.p code 
Maryland 21660 

Liber # : 
Fol io # : none 

STATE 

Maryland 21629 

_FEDERAL -STATE _COUNTY -LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 

- ------- ------



II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELL.ENT 

-GOOD 

XFAIR 

CONDITION 

_()ETERIORATEO 

_ RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

~LTERED 

CHECK ONE 

_ORIGINAL SITE 

~OV£0 OATE._ __ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Boonsboro Church is located at the intersection of Central 
Avenue and Holsinger Lane, approximately one quarter mile south 
of Maryland Route 480 in Ridgely, Caroline County. 

The plan of the church is L-spahed with an entrance tower 
in the inner angle of the L. The apse of the church has a wide 
gable roof with a molded wood cornice and is slightly reduced 
in height and width from the nave of the church. The apse is· 
two bays long and the east gable end has a single venetian style 
window. The nave is three bays long with long, round arch windows 
in each bay and an identical cornice to the apse. On the south 
side of the church is the entrance tower with a hipped roof and 
cross at the peak. There is a double door way with a round 
arch transom on the east side of the tower and a round arch win
dow on its south side. The ell addition of the church is on the 
south side west of the entrance tower. The church is frame and 
has been covered with an asbestos siding. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

,,,--
,"'fRIOD 

- PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

- 1500-1599 

_ 1600-1899 

_ 1700-1799 

2S1&00-1899 

_ 1900. 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE ·· CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

---ARCHEOLUGY·PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

---ARCHEOLOGY·HISTORIC _ CONSERVATION - LAW 

---AGRICULTURE _ ECONOMICS _ LITERATURE 

---ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY 

---ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

-COMMERCE _ EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _ PHILOSOPHY 

_COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _ POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

CAR- 11 9 

X.REUGION 

_SCIENCE 

_ SCULPTURE 

-SOCIAVHUMANITARIAN 

_ THEATER 

_ TRANSPORTATION 

_ OTHER CSPECIFYI 

The Boonsboro Church is a plain late 19th century frame 
building which was built and used by the white community at 
Boonsboro. When t he congregation dwindled , t he church was moved 
and used by t he black community who still worship i n the build
i ng. Archit ecturally it is a plain building which is related 
to many Methodist Churches of t he l ate 19th century. 
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CAR-119 
l)MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SE~~TE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

IIiJGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATEO PROPERTY _______ _ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST All STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME / TITLE 

Michael Bourne , Architectural Consultant & Joe Getty 
ORGANIZATION OATE 

Maryland Historical Trust February, 1977 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

Shaw House , 21 State Circle 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Annapolis Maryland 21401 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature , to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
19 74 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO : Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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