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Boss Farm First Half 19th Century
Burrsville

Private

The Foss farmhouse exhibits regional characteristics of how
one room houses were enlarged and made to conform to more typical
houses of the period. This was accomplished by the addition of a
three bay section containing stair hall and parlor. The same pro-
gression is seen at Willson's Chance near Denton.

Near the house is an interesting dairy with wide overhanging
eaves.
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The Jim Boss Farmhouse is located on a dirt lane proceeding
north from Harrington Road, approximately one-half mile east of its
intereection with Baker Road near Burrsville, Caroline County.

The exterior of the house is substantially altered by aluminum
8iding and the addition of a one and one-half story east wing.
However, interior details show evidence of an early one room house
which was added to and remodeled in a manner representative of
Caroline County architecture. '

The main section of the house is a two story frame structure
with five bays along the main (south) facade. The main facade's
fenestration is irregular with the two east bays offset from the
closely spaced three bays on the west. The windows contain 2/2 sash
with wood frames, molded shelf lintels, and replaced black louvered
shutters. The entrance is in the central bay with a recent wood
door frame. There are brick chimneys inside each gable end. The
east wing addition has three bays with modern 6/6 sash windows and
three gable dormers in the roof.

Evidence on the interior of the house and from earlier repair
work done to the house provide the reason for the irregular facade.
The two eastern bays are the original part of the main section whick
existed as a one room house with a door in the westermmost of the
two bays. This section has hewn framing members and four inch
clapboard siding which still exists within the present partition
wall to the west side of the house. The three bay west addition
provided a central hallway with a dog leg stair plainly ornamented
with a champhered newel post, and a single room parlor. This addi-
tion seems to be of the mid 19th century, and suggests that the
original section is early 19th century.

There is a significant outbuilding on the property that is a
combination smoke house and diary. It has a rectangular main section
of vertical siding (now covered with clapboards) and an extended
gable to form an overhang shelter.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Jim Boss House displays the regional characteristic
of how one room houses were expanded annd brought into more
fashionable styling in Caroline County. This was accomplished
by the addition of a three bay section containing a parlor
and central hall way with staircase. This progression is found
in several other Caroline County houses. In this case, the facade
was allowed to be irregularly spaced and ornamentation throughout
the house was minimal. Therefore, it is a good example of domestic
farmhouse architecture of the rising middle class.
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.
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