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CAR-127 
Wright House 
Reliance 
Private 

Fourth Quarter 18th Century and 
Late 19th Century 

Although its facade is partly concealed by an enclosed porch, 
the two- bay, two- story brick section of this dwelling is noteworthy 
for its Flemish bond brickwork and the exterior chimney having two 
sloping shoulders on each side. The latter is identical to the Figgs 
House nearby. Its form is like the Butler House near Ridgely and the 
Noble House near Hickman . Its addition is a later Victorian Gothic 
farmhouse nearly twice the size of the original. 
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC 

ANOtOR COMMON 

Wright House 

llLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Oak Grove Road , . 2 mile southwest of Delaware line 
CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Reliance v1c1N1TY oF First 
STATE 

Maryland 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 
_ DISTRICT 

X.BUILOINGISl 

_ STRUCTURE 

_ SITE 

_ OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_PUBLIC X occuP1Eo 

Xf>RIVATE _ UNOCCUPIED 

_Bont _WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_ IN PROCESS -YES RESTRICTED 

_ BEING CONSIDERED _ YES· UNRESTRICTED 

XNO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

James M. Harper 
STREET & NUMBER 

Rt. 1 
CITY. TOWN 

Seaford _ v1c1N1TY oF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

REGISTRY oF oEEDs.rrc Caroline County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

Market Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Denton 
II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

TITLE 

DATE 

COUNTY 

Carol ine 

PRESENT USE 

-AGRICULTURE _ MUSEUM 

_ COMMERCIAL _PA~K 

_ EDUCATIONAL Xf>RIVA TE RESIOEN <.:£ 

_ ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_ GOVERNMENT _ SCIENTIFIC 

_ INDUSTRIAL _ TRANSPORTATION 

_ MILITARY _OTHER 

Telephone # : 

STATE I zip code 
Delaware 19973 

Liber #: 137 
Fol io #: 524 

STATE 

Macyl and 21 529 

-FEDERAL --STATE _COUNTY -LOCAL 

- DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

XGooo 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_ RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

~LTEREO 

CHECK ONE 

XORIGINAL SITE 

-MOVED OAT£ __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

In the southernmost tip of Caroline County stands a Wright 
family house composed of a late 18th century two story brick house 
with a late 19th century two story frame section built at right 
angles thereto and forming the top of a 'T' plan. 

The late 19th century section is a very typical late Victori~ 
Gothic farmhouse, five bays long with a gable above the center 
bay and with a bay or semi-octangular gable on the south. To 
the west is the early and important · brick s·ectl-0n. · 

Although its facade is now half concealed behind an encl9sed 
porch, the brick part of the Wright House is two bays long' with 
central entr.ance. The walls are laid entirely in Flemish bond 
with random glazing, there is a bel~ of two brick courses on all 
sides. The arches over the window are composed of a row lock 
course. Its west gable has a broad fireplace protruding from 
the wall with two sloped shoulders on each side thereof, much 
like the brick house on Guard Road. Two windows flank the fire­
place, but they were probably installed subsequently. No chimney 
is visible in the east end of the brick section. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

. 'ERIOO AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK ANO JUSTIFY BELOW 

-PREHISTORIC -ARCHEOLUliY·PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _ LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _ RELIGION 

-1400· 1499 -ARCHEOLOGY· HISTORIC _CONSERVATION -LAW _ SCIENCE 

- 1500-1599 -AGRICULTURE - ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _ SCULPTURE 

-1600· 1899 XARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _ MILITARY _ SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

.X1700-1799 -ART _ ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

.X1800· 1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

- 1900· _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _ POLITICSIGOVERNMENT _OTHER (SPECIFY) 

_ INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

-

The Wright House is one of the important vernacular dwellings 
of Caroline County comparable to the Noble House and Ervington. 
Its brickwork and especially the chimney with sloped shoulders 
are superior examples of late 18th century craftsmanship. Its 
late 19th century section is a good example of the type house 
frequently constructed in the late 19th century throughout 
Caroling County . 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOM INATED PROPERTY _______ _ 

VE RBAL BOU NDARY DESCRIPTION 

LI ST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STA TE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAM E / TITLE 

Michael Bourne , Architectural Consul tant 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Maryland Historical Trust June, 1977 
STREET & NUM BER TELEPHONE 

Shaw House , 21 State Circle 
CITY OR TOWN STA TE 

Annapolis Maryland 21401 

The Maryland Histo ric Site s Inventory was officially create d 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotate d Code of Maryland, Article 41 , Section 181 KA , 
1974 Supplement. 

Th e Sur vey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record pu rposes only and do no t consti tute any infri nge­
ment of individual p r operty rights . 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House , 21 State Ci rcl e 
Annapolis, Maryl and 21401 
(301 ) 267-1438 
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