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CAR-128 
Ober Farmhouse 
Ridgely 
Private 

Third Quarter 19th Century 

The Ober house appears to have been constructed after the middle 
of the 19th Century on the plan of a townhouse. In form, it appears 
Greek Revival , but the octagonal tower on the corner is clearly a 
later addition and is an unsuccessful attempt to make a Queen Anne 
house from an earlier dwelling • 
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

DNAME 
HISTORIC 

ANO/ OR COMMON 

Ober Farmhouse , The OK Farm 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Sout h s i de of Md. Rt. 480 , appr oximately t mile f rom River Rd . 
CITY. l'OWN 

Ridgely 
STATE 

Maryland 
DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 
_ DISTRICT _ PUBLIC 

~BUILOING(S) ~PRIVATE 
_ STRUCTURE _BOTH 

_ SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
_ OBJECT _ IN PROCESS 

- BEING CONSIDERED 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

J. Thomas Ober 
STREET & NUM BER 

CITY. TOWN 

VICINITY OF 

STATUS 

X occuP1Eo 

_ UNOCCUPIED 

_ WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
_YES RESTRICTED 

_ YES: UNRESTRICTED 

~NO 

Ridgely _ v 1c1N1TY oF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

REGISTRY OF oEEDs.ETc. Carol i ne County Courthouse 
STREET & NUM BER 

Mar ket Str eet 
CITY. TOWN 

Denton 
II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONA L DISTRICT 

First 
COUNTY 

Car oline 

PRESENT USE 

_ AGRICULTURE _ MUSEUM 

_COMM ERCIAL __ PA;lK 

_ EDUCATIONAL ~PRIVATE RESIDEN CE 

_ ENTERTAINMENT _ RELIGIOUS 

_ GOVERNMENT _ SCIENTIFIC 

_ INDUSTRIAL _ TRANSPOR : A TION 

_ MILITARY _ OTHER 

Tel ephone # : 

STATE , zip code 
Maryland 21660 

Libe r #: 151 
Fol io #: 558 

STATE 

Marvland 21629 

_FEDERAL --5TATE _COUNTY -1.0CAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOW N STATE 



II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

XGooD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

XuNALTERED 

----ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

~ORIGINAL SITE 
_MOVED DAT.._ __ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT A ND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICA L A PPEARANCE 

The Ober Farmhouse is located on the south side of Maryland 
Route 480, one- half mile west of River Road, east of Ridgely , Caro~ 
line County. The house is a late nineteenth century structure with 
an interesting design. 

The farmhouse is a two story, three bay gable facade structure 
with a three story tower at its southwest corner. The structure 
is frame on a brick foundation and is presently covered in aluminum 
siding. On the west side of the main section is a one story modern 
addition. The main section has a rectangular plan with the tower 
to one side and a small kitchen ~rojection on the southeast corner . 
The main facade (north elevation) of the main section has a side 
entrance plan with three bays on the first story, two on the second, 
and a centrall y placed attic window. The windows have mol ded wood 
frames and 2/2 pane sash . The entrance has a plain door frame and 
a modillion cornice . The staircase i n the entrance hal lway has 
Victorian styl e trim. The tower i s octagonal with a peaked eight
sided hipped roof and windows on each s i de of the third story. 
The second story has four windows and the main story has two windows 
and an entrance . 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 
CAR -Id% 

.PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE ·· CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_ PREHISTORIC ---ARCHEOLUtiY·PREHISTORIC 

_ 1400· 14119 ---.ARCHEOLOGY·HISTORIC 

-1 500· 1599 ---.AGRICULTURE 

_ 1800-1699 ~RCHITECTURE 
_ 1 700-1799 ---ART 

X1800- 1899 _ COMMERCE 

_ 1900. - COMMUNICATIONS 

SPECIFIC DATES 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_ COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_ CONSERVATION 

_ECONOMICS 

- EDUCATION 

_ENGINEERING 

_EXPLORATION/ SETTLEMENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_I NVENTION 

_ LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_ LAW 

- LITERATURE 

_ M ILITARY 

_ .MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

_ RELIGION 

-SCIENCE 

_ SCULPTURE 

_ SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORT.A TION 

_ OTHER (SPECIFY) 

The Ober Farmhouse is a good example of late nineteenth 
century Victorian style architecture in Caroline County, sRowing 
a unique combination of a Greek Revival influence gable facade 
side entrance plan with a Villa style octagonal t ower. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SE~AF.ATE SHEET IF NECESS~Y 

llfJGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Michael Bourne, Architectural Consultant & Joe Getty 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Maryland Histori cal Trust May , 1977 
STREET & NUMBER TEL<:PHONE 

Shaw House . 21 State Cir cle 
CITY OR TOWN ST,.TE 

Annapolis Maryland 21401 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryl and Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland , Article 41, Section 181 KA , 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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