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William Weer Telescopic House Early and Mid-=19th Century
Greensboro

Private

In the southwest field at Union Corner, north of Greensboro
stands a handsome telescopic frame ruin which appears to date from
the early 19th century and was later enlarged, creating the telescopic
form which is more typical of 19th century building than any other
period in Maryland's architecture.

The building began life as a "hall and parlor" structure which
is the central section and part of the two story section. Its dormers
have shed roofs which slope from the roof ridge, with small sash
having 4/2 panes.

An unusually late piece of workmanship exists in the riven clap-
board on the walls of the mid-19th century tall part of the house.
Southwest of the house is a graveyard surrounded by a cast iron fence.
Within the enclosure, the stones bear the names of Jarman, Seward,
and Tucker.
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The William Weer telescopic house is located on Union Road,
approximately .2 mile south of the intersection of Bridgetown and
Union Roads in the vicinity of Goldsboro, Caroline County. The
three part frame dwelling is currently being used as a cow shelter.

The telescopic appearance of the house derives from the height
and width variations that occured in the additions built on the
house. The east section is one and one-half storys, three bays long
of riven clapboard. The south side has a one baz out shut adjoining
the middle section of the house. There are two 4/2 pane dormers
designed so that their flat roof extends to the ridge of the main
gable roof. This section has a through passage created by the cen-
tral doorways on the north and south facades. These doorways are
flanked by windows with replaced sash; one of the windows is not
located in the outshut instead of on the original wall. A stuccoed
interior chimney is in the east end and has 4/2 pane flanking windows
in the gable. A double window was inserted on this east gable end.

The middle section is one bay, one and one-half storys with a
higher ridge than the east section. It has riven clapboards on
the north facade and rests on a brick foundation which continues
under the hall of the west section. It has a dormer similar in de-
sign to those in the east section, and there is a brick chimney in
the east gable end.

The west section is two storys with a side entrance plan. The
north facade is three bays long and the south facade is two bays.
The windows are 6/6 sash with louvered shutters. The west gable
end has an interior brick chimney flanked by four pane casements.
The east gable has a 4/4 pane sash window in the center. The molded
cornice slightly returns at the corners of the gable.

Little remains of the interior of the house. In the east sec-
tion there is no surviving woodwork. The central section has a
mantelpiece of a plain country design with late eighteenth or early
nineteenth century paneling continuing around a closet and staircase
doorway. There is also evidence of a two piece chair rail. The
passageway in the west section has a staircase with early Victorian
balusters and newel post.

The second floor has an interesting room arrangement. The east
section has a narrow corridor and two rooms. The framing appears
to be hewn, and the fireplace back of the central section is exposed.
The central section has one room and the west section is partitioned
into three small rooms. Two doors on the second floor appear to
have been early exterior doors.

The earliest portion of the dwelling appears to be the central
portion plus the stair hall. Beneath these two rooms there exists
a single continuous foundation.
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William Weer's house is one of the few telescopic houses in
Caroline County. Typical of the early days of Caroline County
is the fact that the original dwelling was a one and one-half story
frame hall and parlor plan house. It is also of interest in that
some exterior walls are covered with riven clapboards which date
from mid-19th century, truly a vernacular practice.

South of the dwelling is a graveyard surrounded by a cast
iron fence. Within the confins, stones bear the family names of

Jarman, Seward and Tucker.
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