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UN AME 
HISTORIC 

ANO/OR COMMON 

Todds Venture 

IJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Iron Gate Rd., 2 miles east of Concord 
CITY. rowN 

Federalsburg 
STATE 

Maryland 

DcLASSIFICA TION 

OWNERSHIP 

_ VICINITY OF 

STATUS CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

XBUILDING!S) 

_STRUCTURE 

_ SITE 

_PUBLIC ~OCCUPIED 

_OBJECT 

X PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_IN PROCESS _YES: RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES· UNRESTRICTED 

XNO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Marjorie T. Knotts 
STREET lie NUMBER 

Market Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Denton _ v1c1N1TY oF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

REGISTRY OF oEEos.erc. Caroline County Courthouse 
STREET lie NUMBER 

Market Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Denton 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

First 
COUNTY 

Caroline 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _PA~K 

- EDUCATIONAL X-PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_ INDUSTRIAL _ TRANSPORTArlON 

_ MILITARY _OTHER 

Telephone # : 

STATE I zip code 
Marvland 21629 

Liber #: 126 
Folio #: 172 

STATE 

Marvland 21629 

_FEDERAL -STATE _COUNTY -LOCAL 

- _DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



II DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

_EXCELLENT 

lCGooD 
_FAIR 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

XALTERED 

Ul.R-150 

CHECK ONE 

~ORIGINAL SITE 

.-MOVED DATE. __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Todds Venture is located on a farm about 7 miles southeast 
of Denton between the settlements of Smithville and Concord. 

The house is a frame dwelling composed of three sections 
each two bays long. Each has an ' A' roof, ersatz stone siding 
and a brick foundation. Its principal facade overlooks a small 
lawn and drive . Its east end is two full storys tall while its 
wing is one and one- half story tall with a leanto screened pprch 
on the west side . On the north side of the porch and half 6f 
the wing, set at right angles thereto is a one story ~itchen .or 
summer kitchen. All of the windows have 6/6 sash tbrough0ut. 
Its entrance is typical of the mid 19th century, with sidelights 
and transom and a small porch with benches on both sides. The 
entrance is located in the middle of the junctur e of the two section·s. 

On the west gable, beneath the screened porch , the back of 
the fireplace is exposed to the second f l oor level. Original 
riven clapboards are exposed on this gabl e. They appear to 
be fastened with wrought nails. The two story wing appears to 
either post date or be contemporary with the one and one- half 
story section. It does appear to pre- date the present entrance 
although a close examination of the interior should reveal more 
information. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

--- >ERIOO AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE ·· CHECK ANO JUSTIFY BELOW 

-PREHISTORIC __ARCHEOLOliY· PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

-1400-1499 --ARCHEOLOGY· HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_ 1500. 1599 --AGRICULTUR~ _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_1600· 11S99 ~RCHITECTURE -EDUCATION _ M ILITARY -SOCIA UHUMANITARIAN 

:X..1700-1799 _ART _ENGINEERING _ M USIC _THEATER 

:X..1800· 1899 _COMMERCE -EXPLORA TIONISETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_ 1900. _ COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _:POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _ OTHER (SPECIFY) 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC OATES BUI LOER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

---· 

--

Todds Venture is an important vernacular structure for 
Caroline County . Like many of the dwellings of the county , this 
building is the product of at least two building periods, but 
is probably more like four phases . The one and one- half story 
secti on of the . wing was probably similar to Lidens Adventure 
when it was first constructed. It is typical of the earliest form 
of dwelling in Caroline County which was used throughout the 18th 
and first half of the 19th century. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



CAR-150 

l)MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SE~~TE SHEET I~ NECESS~Y 

lmGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _ ______ _ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLA PPING STATE OR COU NTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

. 
-S-T-AT-E------------------C-0-UN-TY-------------~~~~ 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAM E I TITLE 

Michael Bourne, Archit ectural Consultant 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Maryland Historical Trust June , 1977 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

Shaw House , 21 State Cir cle 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Annapol is Maryl and 21401 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially create d 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature , t o be found i n the 
Anno tated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Sectio n 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared f o r information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe 
ment of indivi du al property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Tr ust 
The Shaw House , 21 State Circle 
Annapoli s , Maryland 21401 
(301 ) 267-1438 
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