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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

0NAME 
HISTORIC 

Melvill's War.ehouse 
ANO/OR COMMON 

llLOCATION 
STREET 8r NUMBER 

Smith Landing Road 
CITY. l'OWN 

Denton 
STATE 

Maryland 
DcLASSIFICA TION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 
_OISTRICT _PUBLIC 

_BUILDINGIS) X PRIVATE 

_STRUCTURE _ BOTH 

XSITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
_ OBJECT _ IN PROCESS 

_ BEING CONSIDERED 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Gary M. Bilbrough 
STREET 8r NUMBER 

Rt . 1 , Box 213 C 
CITY. TOWN 

VICINITY OF 

STATUS 

-OCCUPIED 

- UNOCCUPIED 

_ WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
- YES RESTRICTEO 

- YES· UNRESTRICTED 

- NO 

Denton _ v1c1N1TY0F 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC. Caroline County Courthouse 
STREET 8r NUMBER 

Market Street 
CITY TOWN 

Denton 
II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

First 
COUNTY 

Caroline 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _ MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _PA~K 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

-GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _QT HER 

Telephone # : 

STATE I zip code 
Maryland 21629 

Liber #: 186 
Folio #: 495 

STATE 

Maryland 21629 

-FEDERAL -STATE -COUNTY -LOCAL 

-----. DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_ RUINS 

XuNEXPOSEO 

CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

-UNALTERED -ORIGINAL SITE 

-ALTERED -MOVED DATEc._ __ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Nothing remains above grade at Melville's Warehouse, however, 
souvenir hunters have found pipe and bottle shards in the vicinity 
of the tavern which stood on the site in the 18th century. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

---
"ERIOO AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE-· CHECK ANO JUSTIFY BELOW 

_ PREHISTORIC _...ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC -COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _ RELIGION 

- 1400-1499 _...ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _ LAW _SCIENCE 

- 1500-1599 ---AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _ LITERATURE _ SCULPTURE 

- 1800-Hl99 ---ARCHITECTURE -EDUCATION _ MILITARY _ SOCIAVHUMANITARIAN 

~1700- 1799 _...ART _ ENGINEERING - MUSIC _ THEATER 

-1800-1 899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/ SETTLEMENT _ PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_ 1900. _ COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY ~POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER !SPECIFY) 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC OATES BUI LOER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

- -

-

In 1774, petition was made to the General Assembly to make 
a new County from parts of Queen Anne's and Dorchester Counties. 
It was granted in that year and the commissioners were appointed 
for setting up the county government~ they included: 

Charles Dickenson 
Benson Stainton 
Thomas White 
William Haskins 

Richard Mason 
Joshua Clark 
Nathaniel Potter 

James Barwick kept inn at Melvill's Warehouse north of Denton 
where the first session was held on March 15 , 1774. Frequently 
sessions met at Greensboro, especially in 1777-78-79. 

In 1785, the General Assembly authorized purchase of two acres 
at Melvill's and subsequently Matthew Driver gave two acres to 
the county . However, in 1790 all was moved to Pig Point, later 
Denton. In 1797 the first courthouse was completed. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

History of Caroline County, compiled by the Caroline County Schools, 
1920 , printed by J. W. Stowell Co, Federalsburg. 

CONTINUE ON SE~~TE SHEET IF NECESSAB.Y 

ll!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _______ _ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES ANO COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME / TITLE 

Michael Bourne, Architectural Consultant 
ORGANIZATION OATE 

Maryland Historical Trust June . 1977 
STREET 81 NUMBER TELEPHONE 

Shaw House , 21 State Circle 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Annapolis Maryland 21401 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Anno tated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circl e 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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