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Fritz Mezger Farmhouse Early and late 19th Century
Greensboro

Private

The Fritz Mezger house is an example of how the farmhouse in
Caroline County adapted to the changing taste and prosperity during
the nineteenth century. The one and one half story section is re-
presentative of vernacular farmhouses in the early part of the century.
Changes in construction and style are represented in the two story
front which was added in the late 19th Century. Like many dwellings
of rural Maryland, the house exemplified the vernacular feature of
addability. The two sections represent their own periods but blend
harmoniously together.
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The Fritz Mezger Frame House is located on River Road approximately
.2 mile south of Cherry Lane, north of Ridgely, Caroline County. The
house has been built in two sections displaying two very distinct
house forms and styles.
The house consists of a two and one-half story section with a
one and one-half story wing centrally located to the rear of the larg-
er section. The two and one-half story section was built in the late
nineteenth century of narrow siding, painted white with black trim,
and rests on a brick foundation. The main facade has a full length
one story porch with restrained Victorian style wood posts, brackets,
and trim, a five bay first story with central doorway, and a three
bay second story. The windows, 4/4 pane sash, are taller on the first
story than those on the second and have wood shelf lentils and shutters.
There are two hipped gable dormers on the roof flanking a central
gable dormer of larger demensions. The narrow brick chimney stacks
are interior end with corbel ornamentation. The gable ends have single
L/L sash windows with shutters on the first story, two identical win-
dows on the second story, and two 2/2 windows in the half story.
The roof at the gable has a molded eave which returns at the corners.
The one and one-half story section appears to be of early nine=
teenth century build. It is constructed of wide, uneven clapboard
siding, and is three bays long with a central doorway. The other
bays contain windows on both facades. There are 6/6 pane sash and
the other one has been replaced with single pane sash. Two gabled
dormers with 6/6 pane sash windows are on each side of the roof.
A stocky chimney is located interior end on the west gable and a con-
crete block flue has been constructed outside of the building on the
north facade. The gable end has a one story leanto shed of vertical
boards. The half story of the gable end shows evidence of boarded
up windows.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



CRR-~LE

Bl SIGNIFICANCE
JERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
REHISTORIC —ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —_RELIGION
— 1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC — CONSERVATION —LAW —_SCIENCE
—1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —SCULPTURE
—1800-1699 x.AﬂCHITECTUHE —EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 —ART —_ENGINEERING —MuUsIC —THEATER
X _1800-1899 —COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY —_TRANSPORTATION
—1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY)
—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Fritz Mezger House is an example of how the farmhouse in
Caroline County adapted to the changing taste and prosperity dur-
ing the nineteenth century. The one and one-half story section is
representative of farmhouses in the early part of the century. The
changes in house construction and style are presented in the two
and one-half story section which was added in the latter part of
the century. Instead of erecting an entirely new house, the old
house became a service wing to the new section. Each section, how-
ever, is totally indigenous to its own time period and there is no
architectural attempt to link the two distinct styles.
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