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Early and late 19th Century 

The Fritz Mezger house is an example of how the farmhouse in 
Caroline County adapted to the changing taste and prosperity during 
the nineteenth century. The one and one half story section is re
presentative of vernacular farmhouses in the early part of the century. 
Changes in construction and style are represented in the two story 
front which was added in the late 19th Century. Like many dwellings 
of rural Maryland, the house exemplified the vernacular feature of 
addability . The two sections represent their own periods but blend 
harmoniously together. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (If KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Fritz Mezger Frame House is located on River Road approximately 
.2 mile south of Cherry Lane, north of Ridgely, Caroline County. The 
house has been built in two sections displaying two very distinct 
house forms and styles. 

The house consists of a two and one-half story section with a 
one and one-half story wing centrally located to the rear of the larg
er section. The two and one-half story section was built in the late 
nineteenth century of narrow siding, pa~nted white with black trim, 
and rests on a brick foundation. The main facade has a full length 
one story porch with restrained Victorian style wood posts, brackets, 
and trim, a five bay first story with central doorway, and a three 
bay second story. The windows, 4/4 pane sash, are taller on the first 
story than those on the second and have wood shelf lentils and shutters. 
There are two hipped gable dormers on the roof flanking a central 
gable dormer of larger demensions. The narrow brick chimney stacks 
are interior end with corbel ornamentation. The gable ends have single 
4/4 sash windows with shutters on the first story, two identical win
dows on the second story, and two 2/2 windows in the half story. 
The roof at the gable has a molded eave which returns at the corners. 

The one and one-half story section appears to be of early nine~ 
teenth century build. It is constructed of wide, uneven clapboard 
siding, and is three bays long with a central doorway. The other 
bays contain windows on both facades. There are 6/6 pane sash and 
the other one has been replaced with single pane sash. Two gabled 
dormers with 6/6 pane sash windows are on each side of the roof. 
A stocky chimney is located interior end on the west gable and a con
crete block flue has been constructed outside of the building on the 
north facade. The gable end has a one story leanto shed of vertical 
boards. The half story of the gable end shows evidence of boarded 
up windows. 
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The Fritz Mezger House is an example of how the farmhouse in 
Caroline County adapted to the changing taste and prosperity dur
ing the nineteenth century. The one and one-half story section is 
representative of farmhouses in the early part of the century. The 
changes in house construction and style are presented in the two 
and one-half story section which was added in the latter part of 
the century. Instead of erecting an entirely new house, the old 
house became a service wing to the new section. Each section, how
ever, is totally indigenous to its own time period and there is no 
architectural attempt to link the two distinct styles. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME /TITLE 

Michael Bourne, Architectural Consultant, 
ORGANIZATION 

Maflland Historical Trust 
STREET NUMBER 

Shaw House. 21 State Circle 
CITY OR TOWN 

Appapolis 

& Joe Getty 
DATE 

February, 1977 
TELEPHONE 

STATE 

Maryland 21401 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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