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The Plains of Benjamin Sylvester (Site) Circa 1870's
Ridgely

Semi-public

The Plains was constructed by Mary Purnell Bourne on property
inherited from her grandfather, Benjamin Sylvester, who built and
resided at White Hall (now Oak Lawn) in the last quarter of the eigh-
teenth century. The Plains was constructed around 1870 as a summer
house, but it also possessed many barns and outbuildings of the
period. A blend of the "Stick" and Italianate Styles, the house
was very well developed with conveniences of the period. It was
demolished in the 1970's.

The estate was purchased from Mrs. Bourne's heir, one time
editor of the North American Review, Allen Thorndike Rice, by the
Sisters of St. Benedict. An academy for educating young women
was operated between 1896-1958. It was superseded by the Benedictine
School, a facility dedicated to the education and training of the
mentally handicapped.
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The Plains of Benjamin Silvester was destroyed by the
Benedictine Sisters in the early 1970's. It had been located
at St. Gertrude's Academy Benedictine School on Maryland Route
312, .4 mile north of Sparks Road, in the vicinity of Ridgely,
Caroline County. Before the demolition of the building, the
furnishings and some architectural artifacts were dispersed at
a public auction.

Pictures of the frame house show that it was an excellent
example of the Victorian style in Caroline County. Particularly
appealing is the country interpretations of the exterior orna-
mentation and wood trim.

Swepson Earle states in Maryland's Colonial Eastern Shore
that Mrs. Mary M. Bourme buil e Plains, a magnificent summer
house, on property that she inherited from her grandfather,
Benjamin Silvester. After her death it was converted into St.
Gertrude's Convent of the Benedictine Sisters.
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.
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