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1NvENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

HISTORIC 

ANO/ OR COMMON 

1850 Gadow House 

llLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Main Street 
CITY. l'OWN 

Linchester 
STATE 

Maryland 
DcLASSIFICA noN 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 
_ DISTRICT _PUBLIC 

X.BUILOINGtSI ~PRIVATE 

_ STRUCTURE _ BOTH -- _ SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
_ OBJECT _ IN PROCESS 

- BEING CONSIDERED 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Richard P. Gadow 
STREET & NUMBER 

Rt . 2, Box 268 
CITY. TOWN 

v1c1N1TY oF Preston 

STATUS 

X OCCUPIED 

_ UNOCCUPIED 

_ WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
_ YES RESTRICTED 

- YES: UNRESTRICTED 

X..NO 

Preston _ v1c1N1TY0F 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

REGISTRY oF DEEDS.ETC. Caroline County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

Market Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Denton 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

First 
COUNTY 

Caroline 

PRESENT USE 

-AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_ COMMERCIAL _PA;"IK 

_ EDUCATIONAL ~PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _ RELIGIOUS 

_ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_ I NOUSTRIAL _ TRANSPORTATION 

_ MILITARY -OTHER 

Telephone #: 

STATE I zip code 
Maryland 21655 

Liber #: 150 
Folio #: 338 

STATE 

Maryland 21629 

.- -FEDERAL -5TATE _ COUNTY ---LOCAL 

EPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELUNT 

&ooD 
- FAIR 

CONDITION 

-DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

- UNALTERED 

~LTERED 

CHECK ONE 

X ORIGINAL SITE 

_ MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN I PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The 1850 Gadow House stands on the northeast side of the only 
street of Linchester. The building is a very typical vernacular 
dwelling of the mid-19th century found especially in Caroline and 
Dorchester Counties. It has two parts facing the street, a three 
bay, two story section and a t wo bay , one and one-half story sec
tion. Behind the one and one-half story addition is a leanto wing 
of recent date , said to have replaced a one story original wing 
at right angles to the front section. The building is covered with 
plain white weatherboard which . contrasts with the dark louvered 
shutters. Unlike many houses of this form, the windows are on the 
same level and are the same size with 6/6 sash. Moreover, the one 
and one- half story wing has two dormers with pedimented r oofs above 
the windows on the first story. A steeper pitch roof covers the 
one and one-half story wing than the taller portion. Within both 
outside gables is a brick chimney with part of the fireplace ex
posed on the exterior. 

The front entrance has a pedimented roof supported on square 
columns with a massive character associated with the Greek Revival 
style . Likewise, the wide corner boards are typical of the period 
and style. In the pediment is the date 1850 partly covered by 
paint . The entrance door has s idelights and transom •• Undoubt
edly the plan consists of a stair hall with room on both sides, 
on both storys. 

Beside the house is a small square Victorian dairy with wide 
overhanging pyramidal roof with decorative eave board having scol 
lops with pierced holes. A small section of picket fence extends 
between the house and dairy. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE -
PERIOD 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400.1499 

_1500.1599 

-1600·1699 

_1700-1799 

~1800- 1899 
_1900. 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE·· CHECK ANO JUSTIFY BELOW 

.......ARCHEOLOGY·PREHISTORIC 

--ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

--AGRICULTURE 

~RCHITECTURE 
.....ART 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

SPECIFIC OATES 1850 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION 

_ECONOMICS 

_EDUCATION 

_ .ENGINEERING 

_EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_f.AW 

_UTERA TURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

~-/qt/ 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_ SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY) 

The 1850 Gadow House is significant as a good example of ver
nacular structure of the mid-19th century which is almost untouched. 
It also contributes greatly to the appearance of the village of 
Linchester. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SE~AF,ATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

BiJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _______ _ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST All STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Michael Bourne , Architectural Consultant 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Maryland Historical Trust June , 1977 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Annapolis Maryland 21401 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland , Article 41, Section 181 KA , 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301} 267-1438 

P8• t toa 
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