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Walter Schift Farm Early 19th Century
Greensboro

Private

Two miles south of Greensboro stands a large frame house set
in a grove of tall shade trees near the road. The house is composed
of two principal sections, one resembling a townhouse, 2 1/2 stories
with two room deep plan and side hall, and the other being only two
stories and one room deep. The early nineteenth century Federal
style building was remodeled around the turn of this century, with
the addition of gables and porches.

Adjacent the house to the north is an early outbuilding which
appears to have been either a granary or stable.
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The Walter Schift Frame House is located on Maryland Route
313, approximately 1.8 miles north of Route 314 in the vicinity of
Greensboro, Caroline County. The original section of the house
is Federal style probably built around the 1830's.

A two and one-half story dwelling, the original section is
three bays wide built on a brick foundation with no basement.

This section has a side entrance plan with a chimney in the gable
end opposite the entrance. A two story, two bay addition with an
ell was added to the south side with its main facade receding from
that of the original section. Therefore, the one story front porch
of the house runs along the full length of the addition and along
the exposed side of the gable end and part of the main facade of
the original section, where its roof becomes a triangular pediment
with its peak in line with the entrance. Above this pediment is

a six pane window, while the windows in the other bays of the house
are 2/2 pane sash. The main section has two gable dormers on each
side of the gable roof. A double window gable dormer is on the
addition. The wood cornice has a serpentine molding, and forms

a pediment on the gable ends. Other ornamentation includes the
turned columns and rounded, pierced brackets on the porch. The
walls presently have an asbestos siding.

Behind the original section of the house is an outbuilding of
some interest. It is a2 small one story frame shed on brick piers
of a date comparable to or earlier than the original section of
the house.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Walter Schift Frame House is an example of an early
to mid-nineteenth century house of vernacular character in Caroline
County. Its basic form and shape derive from the Federal style,
but the details of the original section and the alterations that
have occurred have given it an essentially verncaular appearance.
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