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CAR-23 
Walter Schift Farm 
Greensboro 
Private 

Early 19th Century 

Two miles south of Greensboro stands a large frame house set 
in a grove of tall shade trees near the road . The house is composed 
of two principal sections, one resembling a townhouse , 2 1/2 stories 
with two room deep p l an and side hall, and the other being only two 
stories and one room deep . The earl y nineteenth century Federal 
style building was remodeled around the turn of this century, with 
the addition of gables and porches. 

Adjacent the house to the north is an early outbuilding which 
appears to have been either a granary or stable. 
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

UN AME 
HISTORIC 

ANO/OR COMMON 

Walter Schift Frame House 
IJLOCATION 

STREET & NUM BER 

Rt. 313 , approximately 1.8 miles north of Rt , 314 
CITY. l'OWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Greensboro v1c1N1rvoF First 
STATE 

Maryland 
DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_ DISTRICT _PUBLIC ZoccuP1Eo 

X..BUILOING(SI XPRIVATE -UNOCCUPIED 
_ STRUCTURE _BOTH _ WORK IN PROGRESS 

_ SITE PUBLIC A CQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_ OBJECT _IN PROCESS _ YES. RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED - YES· UNRESTRICTED 

..KNo 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Walter Schift 
STREET & NUM BER 

CITY. TOWN 

Harrington _ v1c1N1TY oF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

REGISTRY oF oEeos.ETc Caroline County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

Market Street 
CITY, TOWN 

Denton 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

COUNTY 

Caroline 

PRESENT USE 

-AGRICULTURE _ MUSEUM 

_ COMMERCIAL _.PA~I( 

_ EDUCATIONAL X PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_ GOVERNMENT _ SCIENTIFIC 

_ INDUSTRIAL _TRAN SPORTATION 

_ M ILITARY _OTHER 

Telephone # : 

STATE , zip code 
Delaware 19952 

Liber # : 184 
Folio # : 61 

STATE 

Maryland 21629 

_FEDERAL -STATE _couNTY -1.0CAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

-EXCELLENT 

XGooD 

-FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEX,.OSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

~LTERED 

CHECK ONE 

~ORIGINAL SIT£ 

-MOVED DAT~--

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (If KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Walter Schift Frame House is located on Maryland Route 
313, approximately 1.8 miles north of Route 314 in the vicinity of 
Greensboro, Caroline County . The original section of the house 
is Federal style probably built around the 1830's. 

A two and one-half story dwelling, the original section is 
three bays wide built on a brick foundation with no basement. 
This section has a side entrance plan with a chimney in the gable 
end opposite the entrance. A two story, two bay addition with an 
ell was added to the south side with its main facade receding from 
that of the original section. Therefore, the one story front porch 
of the house runs along the full length of the addition and along 
the exposed side of the gable end and part of the main facade of 
the original section, where its roof becomes a t riangular pediment 
with its peak in line with the entrance. Above this pediment is 
a six pane window, while the windows in the other bays of the house 
are 2/2 pane sash. The main section has two gable dormers on each 
side of the gable roof. A double window gable dormer is on the 
addition. The wood cornice has a serpentine molding, and forms 
a pediment on the gable ends. Other ornamentation includes the 
turned columns and rounded, pierced brackets on the porch. The 
walls presently have an asbestos siding. 

Behind the original section of the house is an outbuilding of 
some interest . It is a small one story frame shed on brick piers 
of a date comparable to or earlier than the original section of 
the house. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

,'ERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_ PREHISTORIC -ARCHEOLUliY· PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PL.ANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _ RELIGION 

-1400·1•99 -ARCHEOLOGY· HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _ LAW _SCIENCE 

-1 500· 1599 -AGRICULTURE _ ECONOMICS _ LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

- 1800· Hl99 LRCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _ MILITARY _ SOCIAVHUMANITARIAN 

-1700-1799 -ART -ENGINEERING _ MUSIC _ THEATER 

X.1800-1899 _COMM ERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

-1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _ I NDUSTRY - POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _ OTHER (SPECIFY) 

_I NVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

-

The Walter Schift Frame House is an example of an early 
to mid-nineteenth century house of vernacular character in Car oline 
County. Its basic form and shape deri ve from the Federal style , 
but the details of the original section and the alterations that 
have occurred have given it an essentially verncaular appearance. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

- --------- - - -·· - · - - · - · ---------
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IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SEJ?ARATE SHEET Il' NECESSAAY 

IIfJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY-------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST All STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COU NTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Michael Bourne, Architectural Consultant, & Joe Getty 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Maryland Historical Trust January, 1977 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Annapolis Maryland 21401 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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