
Survey No. CAR- 233 

- 'aryland Historical Trust Magi No. 06 0 23307 01 

state Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE _ yes no 

1. Name ( i ndi cate pref erred name} 

historic 

and/or common Car o line County Jail 

2. Location 

street & number 101 Gay Stree t _ not for publleatlon 

city, town Denton 

state Ma r yland 

3. Classification 
c!.tegory 
~district· 

_ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
x___ occupied 
_ unoccupied 

congressional district 

Present Use 
_museum 
_ park _ buildlng(s) 

_ structure 
_ site 
_ object 

Ownership 
_.x_ public 
_ private 
_ both 
Public Acquisition 
_ in process 

_ work in progress 
Accessible 

_ agriculture 
_ commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
.x__ government 
_ industrial 
_ military 

_ private residence 
_ religious 

_ being considered 
_!_not applicable 

_x__ yes: restricted 
_ yes : unrestricted 
_ no 

_ scientific 
_ transPortatlon 
_ other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of~ owner s > 

name Board of Cou nt y Commissione r s , Carol i ne Cou nty Courtho u se 

street & number Marke t S t re e t telephone no .: 

city, town Denton state and zip code Ma r yland 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Car o line County Cou rthouse 
liber 

street & number Market Street 
fo l io 

city, town 
Denton 

state 
Maryland 

6. Representation in Existing Hi sto rical s ur ve ys 

date _ federal _ state _county 

depository for survey records 

city, town state 

local 



7. Description 

Condition 
__ excellent 
_good 
_ _ fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated __ unaltered 
__ ruins _x._ altered 
__ unexposed 

Check one 
_ original site 
__ moved date of move 

Survey No. CAR-233 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The Caroline County Jail faces the Courthouse across Court
house square in the center of the town of Denton. The jail complex 
consists of three parts: the original jail built in 1908, a large 
modern ten-bay addition, and a small frame shed roofed addition 
on the east elevation. 

The oldest part is a two story five bay wide brick building 
with a pyramidal roof and Colonial Revival features. These in
clude the heavy dentilled cornice, the modified Palladian window 
on the central facade do rmer and the Tuscan porch columns. Both 
windows and doors have segmental arched openings; the double 
doors still retain their multi-paned transom lights. 

The two story modern addition is brick with a hip roof, 
dentilled cornice, a brick string course and segmental arched 
windows. 



8. · Significance Survey No . CAR- 233 

r -10d 
__ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 
_ 1500-1599 
_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
-x- 1~1899 
_ 190~ 

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning __ landscape architecture __ religion 
__ archeology-historic _ _ conservation _ _ law __ science 
_ _ agriculture __ economics __ literature __ sculpture 
L architecture __ education __ military _ _ social/ 
_ _ art _ engineering _ _ music humanitarian 
__ commerce __ exploration/settlement __ philosophy __ theater 
__ communications _ _ industry ..x_ polltlcs/govemment _ _ transportation 

__ invention __ other (specify) 

1 908 Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicabl e Cr ite ria : A B c D 
and /o r 

Applicabl e Excep t i on : A B c D E F G 

Level of Significance: national s t ate local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
suppor t. 

The County jail was o n e of several p u bl i c b u ildings cons tructed 
during the fir s t decade of the twenti e th century in Den t on . 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No . CAR-233 

1 o. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property --------
Quadrangle name _ _ _ _ __ _ Quadrangle scale - ------

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALU I I I I I I I I I 8 W 11, 1 I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

c LLJ ._I _I __ _ oLJJ ~I I _______ ! ! ............ ....___. __ _ 
E Li..J _I __ 1 _____ _ 

F ~ I I I ._I ....__,,_.......__..,......_. 
G Li.J .__I ..._I ........_ __ _ H~ 1 1 I 

Verb•I bound•ry description •nd Justific•tion 

List •II st•tes •nd counties for properties overl• pping st•te or county bound•rles 

state code county , code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Geoffrey Henry 

organization Mary 1 a n d H j s t a r j c a 1 Tr 11 s t date 

street & number 21 State Circle telephone 

city or town Annap olis state Mar yland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement . 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269- 2438 

PS-2746 
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CAR-233 

Caroline County Jail 
101 Gay Street 
Denton, MD 
Photographer: Geoffrey B. Henry 

1OJ83 . 


