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CAR-24 Circa 1800 
"Thorne Hill," Cadd's Head Manor, Sewell Mill House, etc. 
Greensboro 
Private 

Northeast of Greensboro near the waters of the Choptank River 
stands a two-story frame dwelling with brick chimneys partially 
enclosed within each gable end. It is a three-bay long building with 
central entrance facing South. Its cornice is unique on surviving 
houses of the county but resembles those of Glasgow and the Manning 
House in Dorchester County. 

The plan of the house is typical with central stair hall and 
two rooms, one being larger. Quite a-typical, however, is the pro
fusion of good Federal woodwork including paneled dado with pilasters 
beneath the windows and an extraordinary paneled overmantel with 
paneled pilasters having a quatrefoil carved in each capital. Beneath 
the panel, the mantel is even more unique with fluted pilasters having 
exaggerated entasis and the whole gamut of architectural carvings 
of the Federal period. 

'!'he open string stair has delicate fretwork step ends above the 
paneled spandrel. The handrail rises over each newel, and continues 
to the third floor. The other rooms are simpler, but possess a high 
degree of sophistication. 
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Codd's Head Manor is located on a slight rise just north of the 
intersection of Draper's Mill Road and Red Bridges Road, north of 
Greensboro, Caroline County . It is a Federal style miller ' s house 
of the late eighteenth century . The unassuming exterior conceals 
a remarkable interior of ornamental woodwork . 

The structure is frame , two storys on a common bond brick founda
tion. There is an exterior common bond brick chimney at each gable 
end . The main facade faces south and is three bays with a central 
doorway. Twelve over twelve pane sash windows are in the other 
first story bays and eight over twelve windows are in the three 
second story bays. The exterior is currently asbestos siding , al
though the original wide beaded clapboard can be seen inside the 
house where an ell meets the rear of the main house. The cornice 
has shaped dentils. There is a one bay , one story entrance porch 
of a later date , with a gable roof and columns . 

The floor plan i s a central hall with a single room to each 
side and a service ell on the west side . The central hall contains 
a door in the rear creating a through passage and a finely crafted 
open string staircase. The doors are six paneled and there is a 
four pane transom over the main entrance . The stair case has turned 
newels, square balusters, a saddle bannister, stai r ends with double 
question mark spandrels which radiate from floral motifs and have 
turned drops, and below is paneling with crossette trim. The hall also 
has a raised paneled dado, and, as in the rest of the house, wide 
plank pine floors. 

The east room has the most elaborate woodwork in the house . 
There is a recessed paneled dado with fluted pilasters at the doors , 
beneath the windows, and at the room's corners. The doors and win
dows also have crossette trim . The mantel piece is extraordinary 
with fluted consoles supporting the shelf and supplementary gouge 
work of beads, flutes, dentils, bead and ball molding , and quatre
foils. An overmantle panel is flanked by paneled pilasters with 
qua.trefoil capitlas . The room has a m9lded dentil cornice . 

The west room is similar in design but simpler in detail. It 
has a raised paneled dado which breaks out at the windows . Fluted 
pilasters support the mantle shelf and above is a plaster panel 
flanked by paneled pilasters. The paneling extends north of the fire 
nlace and frames a built-in cabinet. The room has crossette trim 
and a dentil and hole cornice . 

The rooms on the second story have less stylish mantel pieces 
but sti ll have high quality woodwork for this region . 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET I F NECESSARY 
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Codd's Head Manor is on a slight rise of land overlooking 
the Gravely Branch tributary of the Choptank River, the site where 
the adjacent mill once stood. The miller's affluence and status 
in the community is strikingly shown in the extravagant interior 
woodwork of Codd's Head Manor. It is significant that the house's ~ 
exterior form does not depart far from the norm in this region. 
The miller was not a part of the society that desired to build 
in the Groegian manner , shch as would be found in the merchant 
class. The miller also did not want his home's exterior to be 
too far removed from those of his neighbors and clients. Instead, 

.-- he elaborated his architecural befiefs on the interior, perhaps 
over a period of time, and created a most distinguished artifact 
of late eighteenth century Caroline County . 
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