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A.A. Christian House (Riverdeen) 
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Historic Context 
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MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN DATA 

Geographic Organization: Eastern Shore (all Eastern Shore 
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dwelling/residence 

Known Design source: None 
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courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. County Courthouse of Caroline County liber 213 
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DESCRIPTION 7.1 
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SEE ATTACHMENT 
SJ:GNIFICANCE 8. 1 
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Land Records and Will s of Caroline County 

1 o. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property :;;;fit' /, 1'10.6~ 
Quadrangle name _ De_ n_t_o_n ___ _ a 1 :24,000 

uadrangle scale -------

UTM References do NOT compl ete UTM references 

ALU I I I I I I I I I B w L::-1 -'-I -:-1-' ......... .-...1 I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

cLLJ ~l...&.........l~......i~I ~l...._._._.-....-- oLIJ .._I ~l..._--._I .._I ...__._...L..4. ........ ~ 
ELLJ I I~'~__.__ ............... F LLJ I I I ~' ..,,___.____,___-... ........... 
G LLJ I I .._I ....__..__.__......,_ HLLJ I I I 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Rit a Suffness, Leader, CUltural Resources Gr oup 

organization Maryland State Hwy . Administration date 4/16/9 3 
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A.A. Christian House 
Description 7.1 

CAR-287 

The A.A. Christian House, known as Riverdeen when owned by the 
Christian family from 1900 to 1928, is a large, imposing, three
story dwelling located at the junction of Boyce Mill Road and 
Greensboro-Goldsboro Road in Greensboro, Maryland. The A.A. 
Christian House is located in the part of Greensboro well east of 
the core of the community, in an area which is being developed 
with suburban and low income housing. Many buildings previously 
located along MD 314 in the vicinity of the house have been 
removed. It was evidently utilized briefly as a maternity 
hospital in the 1940's when the property was in a severe decline. 
It appears that this period of use is largely undocumented in 
official records. 

The steeply pitched gable roof parallels the west, or principal 
entrance facade, with a projecting bay located on the second 
story above the full width, one-story porch and below the 
prominent shingle-clad cross gable with a Palladian window. The 
cornices are deep and supported by large brackets. The full 
width one-story porch wraps around the southwest corner to 
terminated in a porte-cochere. The porch is carried on columns 
located in duplicate or triplicate and place on brick plinthes. 
Some columns and sections or railing are missing. 

The structure is clad in wood shingles (Cortright's Victorian 
Shingles) on portions of the second and third story levels, with 
horizontal wood siding on the first floor principal elevation, 
and brick pattern asphalt cladding on the remaining surfaces. 

Triple or single windows are located in the two end gables. The 
south elevation, with a porte cochere, is characterized by a 
shallowly projecting bay and two round topped windows 
corresponding to the entrance hall on the interior, plus a 
pyramidal roofed, two window dormer on the south slope of the 
cross gable (which runs east-west to intersect the principal 
roof). This east elevation is clad in asphalt sheathing, and has 
a partially enclosed one-story porch on the first floor level. 
The current owner reports that the dwelling was utilized as a 
maternity hospital in the 1940's, following the ownership of the 
Nasholds. In the interim between its use as a hospital and its 
return to residential use, the structure became derelict, fell 
into severe disrepair, and was trashed by transients. Some 
graffiti is still present. The dwelling has been renovated by 
the current owners who have owned it since 1981. They report 
that they have undertaken great internal modification and removed 
all of the internal division of the ten rooms on the second story 
in preparation for creating an apartment. Original fireplaces 
and mantles have either been removed or heavily modified, and 
much finishing material has been replaced. The owners report 
that they are in the process of removing ceilings and plaster in 
order to replace them with plasterboard in some rooms. 

The various owners have parcelled off portions of the land over 
the last sixty years. There are no other standing structures on 
the property. 



A.A. Christian House 
Significance 8.1 

CAER-287 

This large imposing residence called Riverdeen, built for A.A . 
Christian in 1902, is significant as a good local example of an 
architectural amalgamation of the Shingle and Colonial Revival 
styles . It has may stylistic affinities, in its exterior 
appearance, with the large Shingle Style mansions in the eastern 
unites States, especially those found in rural New York state 
constructed in the 1880's and 1890's and characterized by large, 
visually dominant gable ends . 

A.A . Christian was a Philadelphia entrepreneur who had Riverdeen 
constructed as a summer residence. He had evidently spent a 
portion of his childhood in the town, and married the daughter of 
William A. Satterfield, a local merchant. The dwelling is 
located on a portion of the estate that Christian purchased in an 
auction in 1900 to liquidate the holdings of the Satterfield 
family . The estate was subdivided in 1928 after Christian's 
death, and current owners continue to sell off parcels. 

There are no other dwellings of the early twentieth century in 
Greensboro which equal the size and sophistication of the A.A. 
Christian House. Greensboro is not thought to have been a magnet 
for summer residences. 

Evidently there was a short lived use of the property duri ng and 
after Wor ld War II as a maternity hospital, although it is 
largely undocumented in official records. 



A.A. Christian House 
(Riverdeen) 
Greensboro, Caroline County 
9.1 Major Bibliographical References 

CAR-287 

"Greensboro - A Town that Defies Passage of Time," Times-Record, 
by Mary E. Huddleston, Nov. 28, 1990 

Greensl:>oro Free Press, Jan. 24, 1980 

Origins of Caroline County. Maryland from Land Plats, Volume I by 
Eleanor Horsey (Denton: privately published), 1971 

Lives of Caroline County Physicians, 1774-1984 by Christian A. 
Jinsen, M.D. (Denton: Baker Printing Company) 1986 
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