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Willow Grove 
Denton 
Private 

Circa 1770-1790 

( 

( 
Willow Grove, like Oak Lawn, is situated inland from the major 

water ways of the County. It is one of the major dwellings of the 
county and resembles two extant dwellings ::in ~a.li>ot County in "9lan, 
Pleasant Valley, built 1774, and Galloway, built around 1780. 
Col . Matthew Driver constructed the mansion. Subsequently , he had 
his lands resurveyed in 1795 under the name "Willow Grove." 

The plan of the dwelling consists of four rooms on each floor , 
plus the wing . One of the major rooms houses the great delicate 
stair with paneled spandrel. Each of the other rooms retain original 
mantels, trim, paneled chimney breasts , etc. Both facades of the 
building have semicircular transoms above the broad paneled doors. 
Willow Grove possesses a secondary stair in the southeast room to 
the chamber above, a feature similar to Oak Lawn before the latter 
was remodeled. 

Col. Matthew Driver was a very significant figure in early 
Caroline County , being one of the first Justices for the Court in 
1774 and serving as a member of the Committee of Observation in 
1775 and serving subsequent positions pertaining to military and 
political endeavors. 

Willow Grove has been owned by the ancestors of the present 
owner since 1829. 

It is on the National Register of Historic Sites afid Places . 
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NAT IONAL REG ISTE R OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type? all entries - comp:et.: oppli<::nbk s«.:tions) 

,_, C_O_l:_rl -l"Y . 00c10C3 U.04= 
Caroline 

FOR ;:os USF. ONLY 
£NTs;i.,, 11• ... P.·t•i t... ....... ,---- O • re 

Ii. NAME -
c. o •.1.v:>:-1· 

~ £ Willow Grove l ? 
..J 

ANO ' OP 1-11STOFUC: 

\·J 1. l low Crovr.: Or id: llow~ c F .:t rm 
~ -----· .. ·-- - ··--·--·- -- ·-·---·--·····- ···---·-·--- ··---·--··- ---- -- ·- -

LOCATION · . . .. .. 
sT?.!':ET ANc NUMBEH: Maryland Route 45 7 , 2.5 miles southeast of Marv-

_1.and Rt . 213i . 4 mile on 2rivate lane f ro:m road to house 
:::1-v OR TOWN; 

Greensboro 
Sr A TE I COi» lC<>llNTY · I ac;·; .. Maryland 24 

[3:-CLASSI FICA-f ioN 
Cat:Qline 

CATEGORY 
OWNERSHIP ST ATU~ 

ACCESSIBLE 
(Cht:ck Ont:) TO TH E PUBLIC 

0 Oi$trict Qc Buildir.g 0 Public Public Ac qui siticn: ·~ Occupi t:d Yes : 

0 Si te 0 Structure !X Privot~ 0 In ProceS. ::J Unoccupie& 0 Restr icted 

0 Qblect 0 Both 0 Be ini; Considered 0 Preservorion w::>1k 0 Ur>rt:stricre:I 

i n progress 5a No 
. 

PRESE:NT VSE (Clu~ck Ont" or ~lor~ .,. Appropritt!f"') 

!!S As;ricuh urol -o -
Gov~tnmc11t 0 Pork rt Tronsportotion 0 Commt:nl~ 

0 Commerc iol 0 lnduslriol ~ Privote Resi:lence Q Oth•r (SP<>city) 

0 Ec!ucotion::ol 0 Military (J Re! igious ----
0 Ent•rtoinmenl 0 Museum Cl Scit'ntific ------

k OWNER OF PROPERTY ' . . 
<.J\..,NEH'S N AMI!. : 

1~ Thomas c. Horsey, Jr. . .... 
S.TR!':ET ANO NUMBER: . ,.., .. '< 
.c/o Miss Eleanor lIC?z.:.~-~ !. - ~ _§ ~u:tp_ F_: i ~s !:_~ t.F_eet _ ----·---

' I-
!lJ -- · C I TY OH TOV.' N : ST ATJ. : C:(;C,,, f ... .. :> 

Denton ~ I Mar l and 
LoCA riONOF_L.EG·A-c 0ESCR1Pr10N -
COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC:------·--· . ~--'-------------1--1 

() 

Caroline Count Courth,....a...,1..,15..._,.e~----·--------------------1~ 
STREET ANO N VM8ER: Q 

~M=-=a~r~k~e~t=---=S~t~r~e~e~----------------..-------------.....-----!1~ 
CITY OR TOWN: I STATE .:ooe · :s t 

De_n_t_o_n------------------~ Ma~yland 24 F 
REPRESENTA.TJON IN EXISTING SURV EY S I 

TITLE OF SURVEY; 

Ma land Rea is ter of historic sites _a..._n_..,d=-·-1.,.,a""'n..,.drn=a .... r.._ku..ws _______ ~ 
o .. "rE .OF SURVEY : 0 Federal X] Stott: 0 County 0 Local i 
O EP OSITORY FOR SVRVEY RECORDS: I 
Maryland His torical Trust , 

STREF. T ANO NVM8 ER; 

94 College Avenue 
CITY on TOWN: 

Annapolis -----

----------------·------- - -- ··- ·--~---·-··----·- -- ----------------

----· . ...... ....... - . . - -·· j-·#-- ... ..... "::.' , .. '- .... , ,~ 

attic. Two tall interior chimneys are encl osed Hi thin .. the 
southwest gable and one within th e northeast gable . · 
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~\'illo:.v Grove i s one c E lhc f.e".-1 r.eorg ian-s ty l·"? h-ous r: ~; 
in Ca.reline County, i'·iarylanc1

.• A cl.0cL1f!l.cnted date of con
struction has not y e t b e en {iscovered , b ut archite ctural 
rec;ional detai ls indicate it was cons tructed between 1780 uric~ 
1790. The floor pl c:rn and :nany details arc simi l ar to those 
in the Baynard House, cons t.ructed in l 78S, in f~ent Count_v , 
Oelaware, two miles away. 

The two-story brick house covered with a thin coat of 
stucco, measures thirty-seven feet long and thirty-four fe~t 
deep. The northwest facade i s five bays long with central 
door and the s outheas t facad2 is four bays long. The house 
is three bays deep a nd has a two-story, three-bay brick ki tchc 
wing on the ·northwest which a ppears similar: to a hy?hen anc1 
a kitchen, due to a set-back in t he wall. 

Basement windows are placed behind horizontal t.;oo::::"!en 
grilles.· 'i'here is no water table, but there is a belt c0u.:rse 
on three sides of the main block and on the nor thwest f ac.::i·lc 
of the kitchen. The c entra l doors have s0;';1.i circular ~rchcs 
\·Iith fanligh.ts .. trir:uned with a keys tone and ir.1post hlod~s 
the same shape as the !.:.eys t one . 'fhe cl.oars and doo r j<H"bs 
are all paneled. Porti ons of the southeast door tri!Ll h 2 vC". 
been r e constructe d. 

The windows have two-over-two sash and there are some 
which have six-over-six sas h--the original sash v.roulc have 
had nine-over- nine lights with paneled s hutters . The R0in 
cornice has a "cours e" of den ti ls an4 shaped mor1.illions. 
Green colored asp~alt shingles cover the stQeply pitched 
•A 1 roof. Two winoows in each of the g ahle ends light the 
attic. Two tall interior chimneys are enclosed within~thc 
southwest gable anc one within the northeast sable. 

The northwest e ntrance opens into a rectangular stair 
hall. The staircase ascends on three sides of the room. 
The so ff it of the staircase has rc:tised J')anels and the s t:ep 
e nds have strapwork scrolls. The sta ircase has turned newed 
posts and square balusters. 'l'he rail rises above cc.ch cornc!'." 
post and the rail and bottom step terminate in a "volute 0 \dth 
ten balusters. Only one turne d drop finial remains beneath 
one of the corner posts . 

Directly opposite the main door is an arch openin~ ir.to 
a small square space ·with a vaulted ceilinc;, which in tur.n 
leads to the largest of the four first-s tory rooms . Thcr.c _ 
is an interior transom above the door ihto this room (sit1i-lar 
to that within "Plea sant Valley," Talbot County ) and re
peating the design of the t~o exteri or doors of the hous e . 

. Woodwork in the south room consis ts of a heu.vy moldec b .:tse
board, three-part chair rail and trim; recessed panel 

------------~st£ CON'fil~·ur~TION SHEET 

.. - - ··-·------------------
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l oc£11 his tot''·' 

Willow Gro v e is ir.1port ant f or its Georgia n-s tyle archi
t ecture as well as the importance o f the builder, Matt hew 
Drive r, Jr., in the growth of t he ne\·1 n ati o n a nc. in the 
growth of the t h en newly formed Caroline County, ?-lary~ancl . 

Mafthew Driver, Jr., born on August 30, 17(0, rearrie~ 
John Bayard ' s d a ughter , Hargare t Casson. Two tra cts of l a!":< 
we re acq uired b y this marriag~ wh i ch were late r to be part 
of 11\-li ll.ow Grove ." Seve ral other pie c e s of property a d
j acent t o · ti:le origina l t \·,·o trac t s were purcha s ec b et\·:een 17. 
a nd 1 793 makincr a total of 675 a cre s which Dri ver caused t o 
b e resurveyed In 1795 under the name of "Will~~ Gro~c.h 

In 1774 Matthew Ori ver 1 Jr., wa s a ppointed Justice 0 £ tl 
f i rs t Caroline Count y Court b y the Governor of the Province 
o f Na ryland . P.e was appointee] a membe r of the House o f 
Delegates as wel l as Chairman o f Safety for Ca roline Colrnt~.' 
and Captain o f t h e Mi li t ia o f Ca ro1ine Co unty . In the 
follo~-:ing year h e was appointed Lie ute nant Col onel ancl w-. ... s 
s e cond i n comraand to Colone l ~\1'illiam \•!hitely ; the latter 
was Coll1P.1ander -in-Chie f of both battz.lions o f the Mi'li t i.:-1 
i n Caroline County. Dri ver \·1as comRi.ss ion e <l a s a f ull . 
Colonel in 1778 by t he Hous e o f Pelega t es and in 1 779 was 
cor:.missioned to pay s old iers of the Fifth a nd Seventh i>lar•.1-
l and Reg i ments f o r s e rvi ce in the Ameri can Revolution. · 

In 1 782 , he subscribea thi r ty pounds to the f oun d ino 
and s upport o f Hashington Co lleg e , Chesterto:vn, Kent Cou~t~/ 
Maryla nd , and in 1786 h e g a v e a two -acre lot to Caroli ne 
County for the erection o f the count y 's first c ourthous0 . 

l'li th his son- in- l aw , Peter Edmonson, a nd t\-10 othe r 
me rrbe r s f r om C.;t r oline Co unty, Dr iver ratified the Uni t~r1. 
States Consti tution a t t h e S ta t e Co nve n t ion in 1788. 

~ 

Ma tthew Driv e r, Jr . , diec1 a t Willow Gr ove on July-23, 
1198 and left the plant a tion · and h o use t o his wife fo r 
h e r natural life afte r whi c h time his s on , Jos h ua, inherite • 
i t . 

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET 

- . - - 4&. . 
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19. MAJG~ BISLIOCRhPHICAL RE FEREN._'C_E_s ___________________________ ! 

~corder: Michael Bourn~, Naryland Historical Trust, 94 I College Avenue, Annapolis, Maryland 21401. 

I Land Records, Hall of Recorcs , Annapolis, Maryland. 

i ' 
Records, Dorchester County Courthouse , 
Maryland . 

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET 
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FltllNC A RECTANCl..E l..OCATINC THE PROPEHTY I 0 OEFININC THE CE'-:lER POINT OF' .. ?RO ... CR TY ' 
R OF l..CSS T><A>< TFN ACRES 

l..C'NCITUOt.: I 
.,-d-s->-0-.,9-,-.,-.. 0-.-M;"",.' >«ooa, I co~r.ER 1..ATITUOC 1..o,.;c1 fUO E l..ATITUCE 

O•grt:e> ,.,inutes Seconds Oegr.,es Minutes Seconds Des;rces Min"'tc~ Se cc 
NW 3go 56· 07• 75 0 46 23 . 0 

NE 3go 55· 50 . 75 0 45 . 56 .. 
SE 38° 55· 20 . 75 0 46 . 28 . 
$W 1R0 c; c; • 1h . 7C. 0 4,:;; r:,4 . 

.£.PPRO"IMA TE ACREJ.CE OF NOMINATED P .. OPERTY : 4.~ -- q.cx.e? 
----~-------·----- -- --- ... - .. -· ... - -·--·-

l..IST J.LL STATES ANO COUNTIES FOR PROP~RTIES 0VfRi..:.PPO:~C STl.T E 0'1 COU,.T .;- !lO;;,~;_-,;. C~- ==1 ------- ____ .. -c~I ------- -· .. --·-· .. ···-·- . ·--- - · - . 
sr.:.TE: . co.:.r CO'.>NT'' . 

·-
cc.~ ---·- - ···-·-· - --- - . 

STA TC : C{lo~· CCUl'T"t. · 

- . 
I 

STATt;: C~OE' -rCOU,.TY. coor: 

i 
STATE: coo~ COUNTY: 

"--_J ·-- - -
1...l .:....ll:..::~F..::O:..:.R~M:.:.....:...P...:.R::.:E:..:P~A:..:..:.:R..=E..=D:......::B..:.Y ____________ _ 

NAME ANO l"I TLE: 
·-----R-e_g_i"ster ,,,o<~ 

?1rs . Preston Parish, .~-~..R~_E __ ~f. _!-!1_~.!:!_ar_ylan_d __ ~-~--------~ 

I
UAT~ I 0R:;A:u.•. A11::N 

1 Mar.1land Histori<?a!_~:.~.~t:_-- --·· _ ---···------ . ,. ·.. _Jan. 13, 1972 I 
ISTRE<;• ANO NVM8ER: l 
1 94 College Avenue i 
Cl~~~Ra~O~i:iS -------- y~ ATf.~ar 7 land .. r C;~·· ! 

~2- STATE u1.1soN oFF1ceR cER_!1F 1cx11~--- NA:rioNAL REG1srEP. veP.1F1cAr10N I 

As the Jes igMll!d St,.tc Liaison OCCi(·cr f,.r the !'::. • 

tional His!oric Prt>st"rv~1t ion J\ct of JCl(1f1 (Puhlic: l.;1w 

89-655). I hereby nominate this _propNty for inclu-;io n 

in the ="ati-:inal Re((is:cr And cerlify th"t it has bt:t·:l 

evaluated accorciin~ to the crit.?ria and proCf'du res :<et 

I 

I 
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II 

I hcrl·h}" certif>· th:1t this prof"'rly is incluJ1·J in the 

National R~·~istcr. 

forth by the Nat ion3 I Park Sen· ice. ").111: rccomnicnd~·tl I 
·lc'"e' or signif icunce or this nomination is: I 

N.1lio:oal r'.1 Stale !.X f.•w:d I ·1 

Cflid, Ofiicc of Archcotog}· :ind 1/istoric Pr.,.~l·n·Mion I 
......... \~l ') a J )·j : j: J 

Name Cl'\" - ( U . C / li....~, .. \' / v 
. Orlando Ridout IV 

li:• ft" - ------ I i -
ATTEST: 

Tit''" _s t_at_e_Li_q.i.sillLQ_f f ice r 
for Mary land I Kt:Cf~f of Tiie Nutic>1wl /~q"!is r.,,. 

n.~ 1 c _-.""!_? !!.~ ~-ry -·- ~ ~ '-::. ~? _! ~ =~-:::-:-.:..-:=-:=. . 
1 

_1_,.,_1_(· .:::::::::::::::::.:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::.::.---
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I 
(t\'u:::1ber oil entrle11) 

#7. DESCRIPTION continued 

window jambs; pilasters beneath the winao•:1 trim; and a cove 
cornice _ The mantel has molded consoles supporting the shelf; 
between the consoles is a strapwork frieze of interlocking 
"wall of troy" design . 

The west room off the stair hall has a paneled overmantel 
with crossettes and a mantel shelf atop fluted blocks. The 
other trim is · similar to that of the south room. A narro~·! 
passage is located beneath the thir<l £light of stairs to t~e 
second story, between the hall and the east room _ The passa0e 
leads tG · the kitchen wing and the east room. The east roe~ 
has a heavy chair rail and raised panel chimney breast. There 
is a secondary...,, enclosed staircase in the west corner of th e 
east room leading to the bedroom di~ectly above . 

There are now (1971) two rooms only in the kitchen wing 
where formerly there were two rooms and a narroh• passage. 
Each of the two former rooms ha<l a fireplace and plain ~i~-
~ modern bath and porch open off these two rooms. ~n enclose~ 
st~ir between the two rooms leads to tiny sleeping rooms ahovr. 

The second story of the main part has the same general 
floor plan as the first floor, but the trim in each room is 
plainer and there is no cornice. The rnai.n staircase continues 
to the atti c where there are two unfinished rooms. 

#8 . SIGNIFICANCE continued 

Joshua Driver was not as active ·as his father in public 
affairs but in 1800 he assis t ed in surveyin·g· the town of 
Denton with six others so appointed. He is said to be an 
' Attorney- at-law ' in a deed of 1810- His half-brother , 
Matthew Driver III was appointed the Trustee to settle Joshua ' .s 
estate ·in 1818. Matthew III subsequently sold the property to 
Ja~es Sangston who had married Ann Robinson , the grand
daughter of Matthew Driver, Jr. Sangs ton sold it to Thoma~ s _ 
Carter in 1 829 , who in turn sold it to James Carter in 1 040 . 
James Carter ' s holdings of 1245 acres were divided at th~ _ 

. 

time of his death , his daughter Ellen M. Horsey obtaining that 
portion of "Willow Grove" Hith the dwelling. It has since 
passed through four generations of the Horsey family to t~e 
present owner , Thomas C. Horsey, Jr. 

___ __.{._.l=--o~f i continuation sbcetr;) 
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#9 . REFERE~CES continue d 

CAR-3 
-COUNTY 

Carolin~ 
FOP. NPS USE OtlL Y 

ENTRY NUMBER I OATE 

I 

Will Records, Caroline County Courthouse , Denton , Maryland 

Forman, Henry Chandlee, Earlv Manor and Plantation Houses of 
Maryland , Easton, Md.: the author, 1934 . 

Scharf , J. Thomas , History of Maryland From the Earliest Perico 
to the Present Dav, 3 vols., Baltimore : John B . Piet , 1879. 

Works Progress Administration, Maryland 
Line State , New York: Oxford Press , 

A Guide to the Old 
1940. 

Horsey , Eleanor F., "History of \hllo'.·J Grove--The Brick House 
Fa.rm;" typescript, March 1965, _files of the Narylana 
Historical Trust . 

''The Horsey Lineage," The Sun (Baltimore), July 23 and 30 , J.905. 

Fisher,· John C., surveyor, Caroline Co~nty, 1936 survey . 

Cochrane , Laura C . , The Iii story of Caroline Countv , 1920 . 

(2 of 2 continuatjon sheets ) 
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