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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY FORM 
NR Eligible: yes_x_ 

no 

Property Name: J:!. V. Messenger/John E. Elrick House Inventory Number: _ C=AR'-=-'--=-3--=0-'-7 ____ _ 

Address: Buena Vista Avenue, 101 __ City: Federalsbur=""'g.__ _ _ _ Zip Code: _2_1~2~63~---

County: Caroline USGS Topographic Map: Federalsburg _ _ _ _ _ ____ _ 

Owner: __,N~o=l~l ----------------~ Is the property being evaluated a district? yes 

Tax Parcel Number: _4=2-=-0 _ _ _ Tax Map Number: 2~0~1 _ _ Tax Account ID Number: 

Project: Agency: 

Site visit by MHT staff: __L no yes Name: Date: 

Is the property is located within a historic district? yes __x_no 

I If the property is within a district District Inventory Number: -------

NR-listed district __ yes Eligible district __ yes Name of District: 

J Preparer's Recommendation: Contributing resource _yes __ no Non-contributing but eligible in another context _ yes 

If the property is not within a district (or the property is a district) Preparers Recommendation: Eligible _ll.yes no 

Criteria: x A_ B _X_ c_ o Considerations: A _ B_ C_ D_ E_ F G None 

Docwnentation on the property/district is presented in: 
Federalsburg historic district file 

Description of Property and Eligibility Determination: (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map and photo) 

H. V. Messenger/John E. Elrick House: southwest corner of West Central Avenue and Buena Vista Avenue. This early 20th c. 
brick house is unusual in Federalsburg for its eclectic, elaborate design. It was the home ofH.V. Messenger, prominent in the 
tomato canning industry, and by the l 930's owned by John E. Elrick, another local businessman. The house combines elements 
of the Colonial Revival in detailing, such as voussoirs and keystones, the Mediterranean, in its tile roof, an Oriental Flavor in its 
roof lines, and Prairie Style form and use of blocks, piers, banding, and deep eaves. It also features a garage in similar design. 

The historic resources contained within the Federalsburg Multiple Resource Area (CAR-285) represent aspects of the 
development resulting from the town's commercial and industrial growth from the mid-19th c. into the early 20th c. 
Federalsburg, an important Eastern Shore milling, shipbuilding, shipping, and industrial center located at the junction of river, 
rail , and road routes, experienced its greatest growth in the late 19th c. and early 20th c. This growth is clearly documented in 
the two districts [CAR-337 & CAR-338] and six individual buildings which have been described ... The six individual buildings 
of National Register quality all have architectural and/or historical significance in Federalsburg's history. 
[Taken from P. Weissman (MHT), 1980. See form for more] 

Preparedby: P. Wei~ss~ma-~n~-------------------- Date Prepared: - ---"-I0=-/16/ 1980 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST REVIEW 

Eligibility recommended X Eligibility not recommended _ _ 

Criteria: __ A X C __D Considerations: __ A B C _ D __ E _ F _ _ G _ _ None 

MHT Comments 

-~ / . . J Date 
____ __ c~e~'L--~------~------

Date 
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This )nfon;-ation has been c:x:r.\)ilcd t.o n.1'!l~t "' dctennin.,tion of 
::ational ~i st.er el icJibi l ity for hi =~• nric n ":.1111e ···r: \·:i I hin the r., ;,.,-., l s hurq 
l~l ti ple Jlf'! .C>11rcc /\n•.,, for 1 ·,~ ! t '' b :l..iut y • s Ui•1.lluli ly lll:velo:-r.~t Bl :>ek Grant 
proyrU1t1. 

The overall boundaries of the FmC?r.,l dxirq n ull inlP. r"'~;our-cc:- ,·.,, .,., . ~re 
CXltlt iqµous with t~ tu-1n•~ pn~:•,~.nt c.:oq .. () 1-.•Lc h..>lul<l.ir.i es. \·:ithin t !;is a i:ea, 
there are 0 ·10 historic districts, the \·:est District and the East District. 
and six buildings likely to be eligible individually for the National P..cgis t..P.r . 

The present appearance of much of Federalsburq today reflects the to-n's 
gro.~ and prosperity in the 19th century as a millinq, ~;hiphuilc!ir)(; , s hippi nq , 
And industrial cent.er. The t.n.m'!'> riv<..•r s i dc l tll:<1t i on o n UlC nort..h . .-~<>t fork 
of the Nant icoke River., or Marshyhope Creek as it is new called, at an i.r.port..ant 
river crossing led to the developr.ent of water po.-1ered mills, a shipbuilding 
industry, and to its JX)?Ularity as a transportation and shipping center in 
the 19th c:e.ntury and early 20th centuey. 

The town first grew around the mills on the northe rn eclge of the pr esent 
ta.:n center. Exeter Mill, bu.mt in the early 20th century, appears to have 
been in operation since the early 18th oentuty: originally a grist r.nd saw 
mill operation, the carplex later included a carding mill and an iron f urnace 
in the 19th century. The tom center itself gr&1 along Hain Street and Dridge 
Street (nc:M Central Avenue) • First called "Pine Grove", then "Nortl'Mcst Fork 
Bridge" and "Bridge", the t.oo1n had stores, taverns and churches by the late 
18th century. By 1793, the nane was changed to Federalsburg, prc::ibably for the 
Federalist party. 

ny 't:he mid-19th century, the saw mills were producing l\Zrber for ships 
built and launched at the whaxves at the south end of t.own, where trading 
ships tied up. Nothing remains of this area today. Throughout r.u::h of the 
19th centw:y, Main and Bridge remained the main streets, and the town had only 
scattered buildings . In the closing decades of the century, Federalsburg 
enjoyed a period of gro.-tth and prosperity, as a result of the to.m's industri al 
developmnt in the southern end of tom in the area of the newly built railroad 
tracks. 'nle c.a.nniJlg industry was especially i.Jrp:>rtant, with tana toes a lead­
ing product. Other srnall industries located in this area were printing wid 

. paper plants and saw and flour mills. The t.oo1n becanc a business and industrial 
center for the sUrTounclin<J area, due to its shipping facilities by river, rail­
road and road.olays. The town was active in i.nprovi.ng its roads, an1 was proud 
of its inoovative oyster shell roads which aided tru;::k transr:ortation. 

'1'he to.m's i.rxlustrial growth brought a population increase and a dorand 
tor new housing and services. By the turn of th~ century , Federalsburg cai­
sidered itself one of the Eastern Shore's nore progressive srr.'lller tcwns . wi t..~ 
r.any new buildings , streets, and i.rxlustries. nus gro·.rt:h. ; ind civic :ir.prCl\.'f'.-

- rrents such as parks and public utilities, oonti.nued into the early decades of 
the 20th century. ; 
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DF..SCRIPTIO~ 

Fede.ralsburg's historic rcsoura?s largely reflect its pe.rioo of 
greatest grc:wth f ran the mid 19th century to the c;u-ly decades of the 20th 
century, and arc generally resicential in character. Fe . ., of f'ederal5burg • s 
earliest buildings rerrain within the lirnits of the J.hltiple ~source Arca. 
located oorth of Federalsburg ho.·.>ever, and outside the OOundarics of the 
l·Wtiple Resource Area, are Exeter, on the National P.egister, Herring Hill. 
an::>ther local lanarark, and the site of the E:xeter mill ca.olex, all fran the 
town's earlier pariod. · 

Within the tom, historic rP.sources are concentrated along b..o of 
Federalsburg's old<?St streets. The W(~st District is centered along Main 
Street and several streets to t~ w<?..c;t of P.1.iin, <tnd the r ..... st nistrict is 
<DnCentrated in the area of ~:Ust O:nl.ral J\v~nl.X:? and ~djoini.nq st 1"Cets. 'ille 
individual sites are located throughout Federalsburg, all on the west side 
of the river. 

\,'EST DISTRICT 

The Nest District includes buildings on both sides of l·~in Street, f ran 
west of the intersection with Park Lane/Old Denton Road, to the intersection 
with Railroad Avenue on the south. It also includes sections of Park Lane(3) 

- fran North Main to t-brris Avenue; a section of both sides of Greenridge Street C 8) ,, 
west of Park Lane: and both sides of a section of \-lest Central AvenucC9-l2)between 
Main Street and Park Lane; '!he district is principally residential in 
character; the dcwnto.m c:omercial section of Main and Central l\venues is 
mrp:sed of ITOOem cx:mnercial buildings, with only a few buildings of 
architectural or historical significance. (7 ,13,14) 

,. The rort:hNest edge of the district, on North Main Street (l-7) (Blcx:xni.ngdale 
Avenue), is sharply defined boj r.cCern houses to the West on Bloc:rningdale. 
Similarly, on Green.ridge Street, rrodern houses to the west ab~tly mark the 
end of the di.strict. t-bst of the houses excluded fran the district on the 
east side of Park Lane, on the block of Greenridge between Main and Park, and 
on the other residential streets in the are.a west of Main Street, are either 
of nodem construction or of little architectural quality, and lack cohesiveness 
in streetscape .. 

~st of the streets incliuded within the district were arrong the earliest 
to be laid out: these streets, and many of the buildings still remaining today, 
appe.ar on historical atlases of the mid and later 19th century and/or on a 
USGS quad rnap of 1905. 'lbese streets still largely reflect their turn of the 
century appearance, with few intrusions or gaps. 

Along these streets are good groupings of residences dating frcrn the rnid-
19th century to the early 20th century, nost in good condition and r.any 
reta.ining their original decoration and,lor',sid.i..ng. Those with r.odern sidi.n; 
retain their original form and scrre decoration. UnifoI'T'\ity of scale. height 
(2-3 stories), amstructi.al (frane) setting (small to rrediun yards, one story 
porches, aro set near the street) help to unify the follcwing several cx:rnron 
house types and ere.ate cohesive streetscapes. Several recurring house types 
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F:.J\Sr DI STRICT ---·-
J The F.ast District is a residential Mea located an the east sida of 

f.Jarshyhope Creek, and is separated from the ~:est District b)' the river. bt 
several r.odem c:xrir.ercial buildings on lx>th banks of the river and by Oi">ell 
space on the east bank (20). It is cx:r.prised of buildings on both sices of r.nst 
of East Central Avenue, nest of both sides of Liberty Street ft"an La.st Central 

· to Olar.bers, and a group of buildings along Davis Street. The district is 
· bounded an the south and east by rrodern houses and new industrial and c:xr.r.ercial 
brl.ldings, and by a group of small plllin houses east of the district on East 
Central Avenue. 

F.ast Central Avenue, (21-26) one of the origiMl routes through Federalsburg, 
still largely reflects its 19th-early 20th c:cntmy .1ppr~:tri\nce, an:3 presents an 
wlbroken, Wl.i!orm streetscape of 2-3 story frane hrn1~;c.~ sc.•t close to the road 
in sma.ll-rred.i\r.\ size yards, all with one story po1·d)cs, 1.iuch like streetscapcs 
in the \·:est District. Liberty Street (27-29) continues this kind of 
streetscape and like East Central Avenue, nest of the houses are of the types . 
previously described in the West District and in a similar state of preservation. 
An unusual house in this district is the rouse at 206 F.ast Central, a 'l'OOor­
bungalcw cx:r.bination with double gabled front facade and simulated half-t.1srber­
ing (22). Scr.e of the nest substantial houses in the district are located on 
the We.st end of Ea.st Central nearest the river, as at 120 and 122. (21). 

en Davis St., off East Central Avenue, is A group of houses (30-34) of a 
scr.ewhat clif ferent character but visually linked to the rest of the district 
b)' a park-like setting and driveway, AS well as historical association. These 
are a group of small fr:NrG houses which at one tine housed workers at the Davis 
family poultry and feed ccrrpany. The Davis f;llnily livud ncarl))' on ~st C<'~'Lr&ll 
Avenue. This street and buildings ;ippear on the 1905 uc;r...s m;ip. 1'le houses .u-e 
of two main types: larger gable ended, narrow t:l<10 story houses with porches, 
and smaller two stoiy houses with a shed roofed acdition to the side. At least 
one of these, the ~vis House at 109 A. Davis St. was rroved here frtr.t Central Avent 
in,.1963 (30). The m:lln l's story section of it has been described as an important 
exar.ple of earl}' darestic architecture and frane construction in Caroline County 
(Hill' survet files). It was probably built by Cain fe>ss bebNeen 1794-1600, and 
is one of the earliest buildings in Federalsburg. J:'he west t:l.JO story section 
is a later addition, and resesrbles parts of the other buildings in this group. 

f·bst of the buildings in the group are in good condition and retain their 
original clapboarding: one is shingled. 'l\r.'o are larger in size, and have 
gable end fac.ades with porches. 

INDIVIOOAL SITES -------·--
'Ille Federalsburg J-Ultiple ~esource Area alsocontains the follcwing buildings 

worthy of individual listing on the national Register of Historic flaces • 

• 
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H.V. l<essenger/John E. Elrick House, south·:cst oorner of l·:cst Central 
Avenue and Buena v{s~Kvenue-:--·-Th.ls early 20th centu.cy brick house is 
unusual in Feeeralsburg for its eclectic.1elaborate design. It \..'as the hare 
of H. V. 1-~ssenger, prcrninent in the trelato canning imust.cy, and by the 19 30 's 
o .... -ncd by John E. Elrick, another local busi~ssr.wl. 'The house c::cr.'lbines 
elerents of the Colonial RC?Vi.val in detailing such as voussoirs and kc-.·stoncs, 
the Mediterranean, in its tile roof, an Oriental flavor in its roof lines, 
and Prairie Style foon and use of blocks, piers, banding and d~ eaves. It 
also features " qarnge in 11irni l "r rlPRiqn. (1!;) 

ffareland, south-1c.st c.:o1:ner of l~"lnk ;m<l (1lar1P:> :;Ll•"l:ts , the h'hite/'.·~illi.-u":~nn 
flouse~=is built ca. 1839. It wels !orirerly the t'ethodist Episc.opal O'lurch 
parsonage and was rroved to its present site frcrn a location on r-~in Street.(36) 

~iCJ!! Me_~ist~is~l 01_~~, Old ~ton Jbad, built in 1913. This frar.e 
dlurch, TOii al\..ll\i.num sidoo, has hj sloric, lly s'~rvNl a blf'lck oongrcg<\tion. It . 
features stained glass wirido."'5, ru"ld retnins oul.u11•11t'.,l wocx}....ark in its to"c-r.( 31) 

Q:>slin House, 205 West Central AvC!llue, is a o.,io story frarre rouse with the 
ally m.ins---arcf roof in Federalsburg, and was originally the hcr.e of Senator 
E. E. Goslin. Prior to the construction of West Central Avenue in the first 
decade of the 20th centw:y, this property extended as far east as Main Street, 
and at one time featured extensive lawns and gardens. A wing of this house 
has been rroved to Park Lane (206-208) and the house itself has been aluminum 
sided•(38) . 

!'Duse, 303 .Acad~treet, like the house across fran it at 304 1'.cademy, (see 
beJ,ow) is one of the best of the group of houses of similar age and type on 
this street. It retains .its elaborate ,,.ooo0en porch and decorative gable 
~rk. (39) 

House, 304 l\ca~ Street, like t303, one of the best in this group, also 
nasarfri! WCX:Xren porch and wooden gable omarrent, as well as a projecting 
three sided bay unit on the east side. (40) 

SIQUFICANCE 

'!be historic resources a:mtained within the Federalsburg Multiple 
Resource Area represent aspects of the ceveloµrent resul ti.DJ f rcrn the tam's 
cxmnercial and industrial growth frt:r.l the mid-19th century into the early 
20th century. Federalsburg, an i..qx>rtant Eastern Shore rnilli.n;J, shiµbuilding, 
shiwing and industrial center located at the junctionof river, rail and road 
routes, experienced its greatest gro.·:th in the late 19th century and C?Arly 
20th century . This grcwth is clearly doctr.ented in the two districts and 
six .individual buil~ whidl have been described. 
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The two districts are pril!-.ari ly residential arrl rontain wel 1-prc-
servcd and cohesive groupings of buildings, "'tiich retain inte<:rity of ucsign, 
form, scale, arrl setting, creating strcetscape.s in which there are few loss~, . 
yaps, or rrodern intrusions. nie six individual buildings of Uation.:il Register 
quality all have architectural and/or historical significance in Federalsburg' s 
history. 
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CAR- !;JoJ 

H.V. MESSENGER/JOHN E. ELRICK HOUSE 
101 BUENA VISTA AVE, FEDERALSBURG 
FEDERALSBURG QUAD, CAROLINE COUNTY 

MAP 210 PARCEL# 420 
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