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MARYLAND IDSTORICAL TRUST 

DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY FORM 
NR Eligible: yes~ 

no 

Property Name: Goslin House Inventory Number: _C::::AR= c..:-3::...::0c.::.9 ____ _ 

Address: Central Avenue West, 205 City: Federalsburg Zip Code: 

County: -=C=ar=o=l=in=e ___ ______ _ USGS Topographic Map: ~F_,,e:>Ode""r""a..,,ls"""bur~g~---------

Owner: M. Yinger Is the property being evaluated a district? __ yes 

Tax Parcel Number: ..... 2=-4'-4'------ Tax Map Number: ..... 3~0~1 __ Tax Account ID Number: 

Project: Agency: 

Site visit by MHT staff: X no _yes Name: Date: 

ls the property is located within a historic district? _ _ yes ~no 

If the property is within a district District Inventory Number: _ _ ____ _ 

NR-listed district _ _ yes Eligible district __ yes Name of District: 

Preparer's Recommendation: Contributing resource _yes __ no Non-contributing but eligible in another context __ yes 

If the property is not within a district (or the property is a district) Preparer's Recommendation: Eligible __K_yes no 

Criteria: A B C D Considerations: A _ B_ C_ D_ E_ F _ G _ None 

Documentation on the property/district is presented in: 
Federalsburg historic district file 

Description of Property and Eligibility Determination: (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map and photo) 

Goslin House is a 2-story frame with the only mansard roof in Federalsburg, and was originally the home of Senator E.E. 
Goslin. Prior to the construction of West Central Avenue in the first decade of the 20th c., this property extended as far east as 
Main Street, and at one time featured extensive lawns and gardens. A wing of this house has been moved to Park Lane (206-
208) and the house itself has been aluminum sided. 

The historic resources contained within the Federalsburg Multiple Resource Area (CAR-285) represent aspects of the 
development resulting from the town's commercial and industrial growth from the mid-19th c. into the early 20th c. 
Federalsburg, an important Eastern Shore milling, shipbuilding, shipping, and industrial center located at the junction of river, 
rail, and road routes, experienced its greatest growth in the late 19th c. and early 20th c. This growth is clearly documented in 
the two districts [CAR-337 & CAR-338] and six individual buildings which have been described ... The six individual buildings 
of National Register quality all have architectural and/or historical significance in Federalsburg's history. 
[Taken from P. Weissman (MHT), 1980. See form for more] 

Prepared by: P. Weissman Date Prepared: 10/16/1980 

MARYLAND IDSTORICAL TRUST REVIEW 

Eligibility recommended X Eligibility not reconunended __ 
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'Ihis j nforr..atian has been cx:r.pi led t:o rt.1qu<'St " deterT!\i~"lt ion of 
::ational ~j st.er el ic1ibi l ity for hi :; t nd'~ n .. ;111 11 c ··•-; \·:it hin the r,, i, .. I"., 1 shurq 
l~ltiple Rt·~.011rcc /\n·."l, for Ft"!'l.?n1·,,1::l..iuty's Cu•111.utily l~velo:r.11..!llt Bl~ Grant 
prOIJ r &JJn. 

'Ihe overall boundaries of the Fm<!r.,l !~l>\ll"'J n111t in1P. r"':oour-cc- ,·.,, .,, .~re 
contigµous with u~ tu..rn'r. pn~:>nnt coq .. 01-.•t.c W\u1<ldd~s. \·:ithin t!;is a r ea, 
there are b ·JO historic districts, the West District aro the East District, 
and six bu.ildinqs likely to be eligible individually for the national P.cg i st.P.r. 

'The present appearance of much of Feder a lsbll1"9 today reflects the to-n • s 
grarth and prosperity in the 19th cxmtury as a m11linq, ~;hipbuildir"K;, ~;hiJ.~>inq, 
C\1ld industrial center. T"nc tn.m'!-> riVl.'J s ide l(lt:~•t.ion on UlC rlOrl.h . .-~c;t fork 
of the Nanticoke River., or .Marshyhcpe Creek as it is 1-.o...r called, at an ir.portant 
river crossing led to the devel~t of water po..,ered mills, a shipbuilding 
industry, a.00 to its popularity as a transportation and shipping center in 
the 19th centw:y and early 20th century. 

'Ihe tc::wn first gre.1 around the mills on the northern edge of the prc5ent 
to..:n center. Exeter Mill, burnt in the early 20th century, appears to have 
been in ~ation since the early 18th century; originally a grist ;a.nd saw 
mill q>eration, the c::arplex later included a carding mill and an iron furnace 
in the 19th century. The tc:wn center itself gr&1 along r1ai.~ Street and nridge 
Street Cn°"' Central Avenue) • First called "Pine Grove", then "North:!cst Fork 
Bridge" and "Bridge", the tc:wn had stores, taverns and churches by the late 
18th century. By 1793, the nane was changed to Federalsb~, probi'\bly for the 
Federalist party. 

Dy 't.he mid-19th century, the saw mills were producing lUTber for ships 
built aro launched at the wharves at the south end of to.m. where trading 
ships tied up. Nothing remains of this area today. Throughout much of the 
19th century, t-ain and Bridge remained the main streets, and the town had only 
scattered buildings. In the closing decades of the century, Federalsburg 
enjoyed a period of gro.-rth and prosperity, as a result of the to..m's industrial 
developrent in the southern end of ta,.m in the area of the newly built railroad 
traclc.s. '1'le canning industry was especially inp:>rtant, with tcrnatoes a -lead
ing product. Other sr.all industries located in this area were printing uld 

. paper plants a.nd saw and flour mills. The tc::wn becarre a business and industrial 
center for the surrounding area, due to its shipping facilities by river, rail
.road and roac;l..lays. 'Ihe town was active in inprovi.nq its roads. an:l was proud 
of its innovative oyster shell roads which aided truck transportation. 

'nle ta.m's industrial grc:wth brought a population increase and a dcrrand 
for new housing aro services . By the turn of th~ ccntwy, Federalsburg a:in

sidered itself one of the Easte:rn Shore's rrore progressive srr.-,ller to.ms, wit.~ 
r.any new buildings, streets, And industries. nus gro·tt:h. ;and civic ir.prCl\-r.-

- rnents such as parks and public utilities, cx:mtinued into the early decades ,,r 
the 20th century. I , 

~ 
·J 
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Df'..SCRlPTia-J 

Fedcralsburg's historic rcsourCX!s largely reflect its period of 
greatest gro.rth f ran the mid 19th century to the Citrly decades of the 20th 
cent~, ~ a:c 9ene.ra~ly :es~cential . i': character. Fe . ., of Feclcral5burg' s 
carll.est bw.ldings remu.n withlJl the llrn1ts of the l!u.ltiplc ~source Arca. 
Located rorth of Federalsburg ha·.iever, ard outside the boundaries of the 
f.bltiple ~source Area, are Exeter, on the National P.e<;ister, Herring Hill, 
another local lanarark, and the site of the Exeter mill ccr.ole.x, all fran the 
tcwn's earlier period. · 

Within the tom, historic r~.sources are concentrated along bJo of 
Federalsburq's old<?St streets. The He.st District is centered along Main 
Street and several streets to tM w1 ?st of t-1."'lin, <lnd the F.•1st nislrict is 
<Dneentrated in the area of ~~-ist O.:nl.ral Av~nue and 1tujoininq s t n~ets. 'il\e 
individual sites a.re located throughout Fcdcralsbur<J, all on the west side 
of the river. 

\.,'EST DISTRICT . -

The t·1est District includes buildings on both sides of Main Street, fran 
west of the intersection with Park Lane/Old Denton Road, to the intersect.ion 
with Rail.road Avenue on the south. It also includes sections of Park Lane()) 
fran North Main to 1-brris Avenue; a section of both sides of Greenrid9e Street(S) 1 

west of Park Lane: and both sides of a section of Hest Central Avenuc(9-12)between 
Main Street and Park Lane; The district is principally residential in 
character; the da.olnt:.own conmercial section of Main and Central J\venues is 
o:JtifOSed of ncdern c:x::rrrnercial buildings, with only a fe-1 buildings of 
architectural or historical siqnificance.(7,13,14) 

,. The ror~est edge of the di.strict, on North Main Street (l-7) (Bloani.ngdale 
Avenue), is sharply defined bY r.cdern houses to the West on Blocrni.ngdale. 
Similarly, on Greenriclge Street, rrodern houses to the west abrur:>tlY mark the 
end of the district. t-t:>st of the houses excluded fran the district on the 
east side of Park Lane, on the block of Greenridge beb.Teen Main and Park., and 
ai the other residential streets in the area west of Ma.in Street, are either 
of rrodez:n construction or of little architectural quality, and lack cohesiveness 
in streetscape. 

M:>st of the streets incliuded within the district were arrong the earliest 
to be laid out: these streets, and rrany of the buildings still remaining today, 
awear on historical atlases of the mid and later 19th centuxy and/or on a 
t.JSG.S quad rnap of 1905. 'lhese streets still lar<]ely reflect their turn of the 
century appearance, with fe-1 intrusions or gaps. 

Along these streets are 9ood groupings of residences dating frc:rn the mid
l9th century to the early 20th century, JT'Ost in 9ood condition and r.any 
retaining their original decoration and/or' siding. Those with r.odem siding 
retain their original form and sare decoration. Unifoil'\i.ty of scale. height 
(2-3 stories), cxmst.ructioo (frarre) setting (grall to rredi.U'Tl yards, one story 
porches, and set near the street) help to unify the follo,..ring several cx:r:non 
house types and create cohesive street.scapes. Several recurring house types 
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FJISI' DISTRICT -----
I The East District is a residential Mea located on the east side of 

1-larshyhope Creek, and is separated fron the \:est District bj the river. bt 
several r.odem cx:m:c.rcial buildings on both banks of the river and bj o;>en 
space on the east bank (20) • It is cx:r.prised of buildinos on both sides of r.ost 
of East Central Avenue, nost of both sides of Liberty S~ect fran La.st CE:ntri'll 

· to Olar.Cers, and a group of buildings <ilong Davis Street. The district is 
bounded on the south and east by nodcm houses and ne,/ industrial arxl cx:r.r.ercial 
buildings, and by a group of Sr.lall plain houses east of the district on F.ast 
Central Avenue. 

F.ast Central Avenue, (21-26) one of the origin<'ll routes through Federalsburg, 
still largely reflects its 19th-early 20th ccntmy .ippc~;iri\nce, and presents etn 

unbroken, uniform streetscape of 2-3 slory franc ho11!;c..~ sc.•t close to the road 
in small-rmdi\.r.\ size yards, all with one story pordlcs, 1ill>Ch like st.reetsc.apcs 
in the \·7est District. Liberty Street (27-29) continues this kind of 
streetscape and like Ea.st Central Avenue, nost of the houses are of the types . 
previously described in the \..est District and in a similar state of preservation. 
An unusual house in this district is the house at 206 F.ast Central, a Tu1or
bU1'l9alcu c:x::r.bination with double gabled front fC>cadc and simulated half-t.isrber
ing (22). Scr.e of the nest substantial houses in the district are located on 
the l'~t end of East Central nearest the river, as at 120 and 122. (21). 

On Davi& St., off Ea.st Central Avenue, is a group of houses (30-34) of a 
scr.ewhat clif !erent character but visually linked to the rest of the district 
bj a park-like setting and driveway, as well as historical association. These 
are a group of small frarre houses which at one ti~ housed workers at the Davis 
family poultry and feed cx::rrpany. The Davis f,"llnily l.ivod nc.:irbj on E.3st Ce>.ntr<tl 
Avenue. nlis street and buildings <1ppear on the 1905 USGS """l?· 'Ille houses .ue 
of b.'O ri\ain types: larger gable ended, narrow b.,oo story houses with porches, 
and smaller two story houses with a shed roofed addition to the side. At least 
one of these, the Davis House at 109 A. Davis St. was noved here frt:r!\ Central Avent 
in,.1963 (30). The mtin l&, stor.t section of it has been described as an .important 
exar.ple of earl.t donestic architecture and frane construction in Caroline County 
(Hllr surve.t files). It was probably built by Cain Jbss beb.Tecn 1794-1600, and 
is one of the earliest buildings in Federalsburg. The west b,.io story section 
is a later acldition, and reserbles parts of the other buildings in this group. 

l·bst of the build.i.ngs in the group are in gocrl oondi. tion and retain their 
original clapboarding: one is shingled. Two are 1AI9er in size, and have 
gable end facades with porches. 

INDIVIOOAL SITES 

The Federalsburg Multiple Resource .Area also contains the follcwing buildings 
worthy of individual listing on the t~ational Register of Historic ~laces. 
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H. V. l·~ssenoer/John E. Elrick House, south . ..,cst oorner of \·7cst Central 
Avenue ananuena vfsf.a"Avem.le:--·-Thf s early 20th centu.ry brick house is 
unusual in Federalsburg for its eclectic.Jelaborate design. It was the hare 
of H.V. f·~ssenger, prcminent in the ~to canning imust.ry, and by the 1930's 
o ... ncd by John E. Elrick, another local busin:?ssr.oan. The house c::onbines 
elements of the Colonial RC?vival in detailing such as voussoirs and kc·.,·stoncs, 
the Mediterranean, in its tile roof, an Oriental flavor in its roof lines, 
and Prairie Style form and use of blocks, piers, banding and ~cep eaves. It 
also features a c;iarage in ftir,\i l"r clPRiqn.(15) 

Hc::ll'clarxi, south-Jest c.xn-ner of L,.,,lk iln<l Charlt"'!j :;L,,,_. Lc;, the \\'hitc./'.·!illi;u·~·~on 
flOUse;-Wis built ca. 1839. It w.is formerly the ~'ethcxlist Episc:opal Omrch 
parsonage and was r.cved to its present site frCJll a location on t-~in Street.(36) 

_;ion Met.hcx!ist_g:>is~l Ol_~~, Old Denton J<lad, built in 1913. This frar:e 
church, rOtl allmi.num sidoo, has historic,lly ~f~tv('(l a black c:ongrcgatic:n. It . 
features stained glass wiudo..is, and retnins ouu1a•nt.,) wooc)....ark in its to"C'r.( 31) 

~ Goslin House, 205 West Central Avanue, is a b.~ story frasre house with the 
ooly nan5ar'd roof in Federalsburg, and was originally the Ix:r.ie of Senator 
E. E. Goslin. Prior to the construction of West Central Avenue in the first 
decade of the 20th century, this property extended as far east as Main Street, 
and at one ~ fe.a tured extensive lawns ard gardens. A wing of this house 
has been rroved to Park Lane (206-208) and the house itself has been alumimrn 
sided. (38) . 

~use. 303 Acad~treet, like the house across fran it at 304 1'.cademy, (see 
bel,ow) is c:ne of the best of the group of houses of similar age and type on 
this street. It retains .its elaborate'~ r-ordl and deoorative gable 
wooQ..iork. (39) 

House, 304 ka~ Street, like 1303, one of the best in this group, also 
nasat'Ui! ~en porch and wooden gable omarrent, as well as a projecting 
three sided bay unit on the east side. (40) 

SIQUFICANCE ---
'1l'le historic resources contained within the Federalsburg PNltiple 

Resource Area represent aspects of the ceveloµrent resulting frcr.t the tam's 
a:mrercial arrl in::lustrial growth f rtr.t the mid-19th century into the early 
20th century. Federalsburg, an i.np::>rtant F.astern Shore milling, shi!X>uilding, 
shipping and industrial center located at the junctionof river, rail and roac 
routes, ~ienced its greatest gra·:th in the late 19th century and early 
20th century. nus grcwth is clearly <loc\.r.ented in the two districts and 
six inclividual buil?in9s which have been described. 
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The two districts are pri.r!'arily residential and contain well-pre-
served and cohesive groupings of buildings, "'thich retain integrity of ucsign, 
fo.r:m, scale, and setting, creating strcetscapes in which there are fc~· losses, 
yaps, or node.rn int.nisions. The six individual buildings of llationul P.cgistcr 
quality all have architectural and/or historical significanc-e in Fcaeralsbur'::!'s 
history. 
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