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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY FORM 

NR Eligible: yes_x_ 

no 

Property Name: Federalsburg East Historic District Inventory Number: __,C::..:ARc=.::--=3:..::3..:...7 _ _ __ _ 

Address: _ _ _ _______________ City: Federalsburg Zip Code: 

County: .:::C:::ar::..:o:o.:.h~·n '""e _____ ____ _ USGS Topographic Map: 

Owner: ---------- - - - -------- Is the property being evaluated a district? _x_ yes 

Tax Parcel Number: ____ _ Tax Map Number: Tax Account ID Number: 

Project: Agency: ...:C::..:D::::..;B=-G-=-------------

Site visit by MHT staff: X no _yes Name: Date: 

Is the property is located within a historic district? _ _ yes X.. no 

If the property is within a district District Inventory Number: _ _____ _ 

I NR-listed district __ yes Eligible district __ yes Name of District: 

1 Preparer's Recommendation: Contributing resource __yes __ no Non-contributing but eligible in another context __ yes 
I 

! If the property is not within a district (or the property is a district) Preparer's Recommendation: Eligible __x_yes __ no 
I 

Criteria: A B C D 

Documentation on the property/district is presented in: 
federal file 

Considerations: A _ B_ C_ D_ E_ F _G_None 

Description of Property and Eligibility Detennination: (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map and photo) 

This information has been compiled to request a detennination of eligibility for historic resources within the Federalsburg 
Multiple Resource Area, for Federalsburg's Community Development Block Grant Program 

The overall boundaries of the Federalsburg Multiple Resource Area [CAR-285] are contiguous with the town's present 
corporate boundaries. Within this area, there are two historic districts, the West District [CAR-338] the East District (CAR-
337], and 6 buildings likely to be eligible individually for the National Register. 

The historic resources contained within the Federalsburg Multiple Resource Area represent aspects of the development resulting 
from the town's commercial and industrial growth from the mid-19th century into the early 20th century. Federalsburg, an 
important town in Eastern Shore milling, shipbuilding, shipping, and industrial center, located at the junction of river, rail, and 
road routes, experiences its greatest growth in the late 19th century and early 20th century. This growth is clearly documented 
in the two districts and six individual buildings which have been described. 

The East District (CAR-337] is a residential area located on the east side ofMarshyhope Creek, and is separated from the West 
District (CAR-338] by the river, by several modem commercial buildings on both banks of the river, and by open space on the 
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Eligibility recommended X Eligibility not recommended _ _ 

Criteria: ~A __B -'t,._c ~ Considerations: _ _ A _B_ C __ D _ _ E _ _ F __ G __ None 

MHT Comments 'f ;\,(A.;(-€ t>{ It-? .i-{'-"'-O L? C< ft:n. c~ ~ i I t"<-.-nc,e j:U"V'-'jJ~ 
4--t-1'\. cf. l C1 ~ 0 
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east bank. It is comprised of buildings on both sides of most of East Central A venue, most of both sides of Liberty Street from 
East Central to Chambers, and a group of buildings along Davis Street. The district is bouned on the south and east by modem 
houses and new industrial and commercial buildings, and by a group of small plain houses east of the district on East Central 
Avenue. 
[Taken fromP. Weissman (MIU), 198.0. See form for more description] 

Prepared by: P. W eissman,MHT Date Prepared: 10/16/1980 
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Il·ITK>DUCTIOJ 

This i nfon:-.atian hns been CClit>ilcd t:o r•:!'l'!l>r>st a dctel"T!\in.,tion of 
;:ational Rcg)ster elic1ibi1ity for hi:~ l oric:- n ":n1 11.-.... \·: ilhin the rc, it •t','l}shurq 
l~ltiple Rt·~;rnsrc<? /\n•.,, for l'l!'l.?1 :r-.l l::l.>uty's U...·t 1tu1ily I A.!velo:-r.11...~t Bl::x::k Grant 
prog rum. 

The overall boundaries of the F('!(for.'ll ·:h11rq r~1lt· inlP. nP:;nm ·cc- ,.., ,.,, .~re 
cont.i~us with the tcJ1...nl 1

!> 1wc~:;nnt coq .. ( '.l t ".1t.c WlUldt.lri~s . \·:ithin t!;is area, 
there are U·JO historic districts, the West District and the East District, 
and six buildings likely to be eligible individually for the t1ational P.cgist.P.r. 

The present appearance of much of Federals burg tcrlay reflects the tawn's 
grao/th and prosperity in the 19th century As a m;lllnq, :;hiphui.l<!ir'l<J , :;hi[.'!>inq, 
and industrial cent.er. The tn.·m's rivc.•1sidl? l<1<:at i (m o n LJ)c norUt.•c.st fork 
of the Nanticoke River.,, or Ma..rshyhc~e Creek as it is 110W called, at an ~t 
river crossing led to the developr.ent of water po.'1ered mills, a shipbuilding 
industry, am to its P"?Ularity as a transportation and shipping center in 
the 19th centw:y and early 20th centw:y. 

Tne town first grew around the mills on the northe1-n ec.lye of the present 
to...n center. Exeter Mill, burnt in the early 20th century, appears to have 

- been in cperation sinoe the early 18th century: originally a grist r.nd saw 
mill q:ieration, the carplex later included a carding mill and an iron furnace 
in the 19th centw:y. Tile tam center it.self gr&1 along r1ain Street cind Oridge 
Street (now Central Avenue) • First called "Pine Grove", then "NortJ-r .. ~cst Fork 
Bridge" and "Bridge", the t.o4n had stores, taverns and churches by the late 
18th century. By 1793, the nane was dlangcd to Federalsburg, probably for the 
Federalist party. 

Dy 'i:he mid-19th century, the saw mills were producing lurrber for ships 
built and launched at the wharves at the south end of t;o..m, where trading 
ships tied up. Nothing remains of this area today. Throughout much of the 
19th century, Ma.in and Bridge remained the main streets, and the to.Jn had only 
scattered buildings. In the closing decades of the century, Federalsburg 
enjoyed a period of gro.-rth and prospe.ri ty, as a result of the t.a,.m' s ind us trial 
develoµrent in the southern end of tc:wn in the area of the newly built railroad 
tracks. The canning i.OOust.ry was especially inportant, with tcrnatoes a -lead
ing product. Other small industries lcx:ated in this area were printing c:.nd 

. paper plants and saw and flour mills. 'The tam becarre a business and industrial 
center for the surrounding area, due to its shipping facilities by river. rail
%oad and roadways. The t.cMn was active in .i.nproving its roads, a.00. was proud 
of its inrx:>vative oyster shell roads which aided tiuck transfX)rt.ation. 

'lbe to.m's industrial g rowth brought a population increase and a darand 
for ne.1 housing arrl services. By the turn of th~ century. Federalsburg con
siderErl itself one of the Eastern Shore's rrore progressive srr."l ller to.ms, wit..~ 
r.any new buildings, streets, and industries. This gro.·1th. ; ind civic ~r0'-'17-

- nents such as parks and public utilities, continued into the early decadc!S 0f 
the 20th century. ,. 

.. . , 
.. A 
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Fedc.ralsburg's historic rcsoura?s largely refle?Ct its ~iod of 
greatest gro.rt:h fran the mid 19th century to the cnrly dcc.adcs of the 20th 
century, and arc 9enerally resicential in character. Fc.-1 of Federalsburg' s 
earliest buildings remain within the limits of the J•!ultiplc ~source Area. 
Lccated north of Federalsburg ho.·,1ever, and outside the boundaries of t.lie 
f·hltiple .Resource Area, are Exeter, on the Hational P..egister, Herring Hill, 
amther local lanarark, and the site of the Exeter mill ccr.olex, all fran the 
tcwn's earlier period. · 

Within the town, historic rP.sources are concentrated along b.JO of 
Federalsburg's oldest streets. The West District is centered along P.1ain 
Street and several streets to th<! Wf':st of n.-iin, ilnd the r .. .-1st ()\strict is 
a:lnCentrated in the area of ~:.:ist Central J\v~nuo and ~djoini.ng s t t"Cets. 'r'he 
inclivi<lual sites are located throughout Fed~ralsburg, all on the west side 
of the river. 

h"EST 01srRicr . -

The Hest District includes buildings on both sides of I·~in Street, frcrn 
west of the intersection with Park Lane/Old Denton Road, to tha intersection 
with Rail.road Avenue on the south. It also includes sections of Park Lane(3) 
fran North Main to Morris .Avenue; a section of both sides of Greenridge Street,8), 
west of Park Lane; and both sides of a section of Hest Central Avenuc(9-12)between 
Ma.in Street and Park Lane.- The district is principally residential in 
character; the dcwntown comnercial section of Main and Central l\venues is 
a:Jtp:>sed of nodem cx::mnercial buildings, with only a few buildings of 
architectural. or historical significance. (7 ,13,14) 

,. The nortl'west edge of the district, on North Main Street (1-7) (Bloc:rn.ingdale 
Avenue), is sharply defined bi r.ode.rn houses to the -west on Blc:ani.ngdale. 
Similarly, on Greenriclge Street, rrodem houses to the west abnJf'tlY mark the 
end of the district. 1-bst of the houses excluded fran the district on the 
east side of Park Lane, on the block of Greenridge between Main and Park, and 
an the other residential streets in the are.a west of Main Street, are either 
of rrodern oonstruction or of little architectural quality, and lack cohesiveness 
in streetscape. 

~st of the streets incliuded within the district were arrong the earliest 
to be laid out: these streets, and many of the buildings still remaining today, 
ar-pear on historical atlases of the mid and later 19th century and/or on a 
USGS quad map of 1905. These streets still largely reflect their tum of the 
century appearance, with few intrusions or gaps. 

Along these streets are good groupings of residences dating fran the mid-
19th century to the early 20th century, JTOst in good condition and r.-a.ny 
retai.ni.ng their original decoration and/or' siding. Those with r.odern siding 
retain their original form and sane decoration. Uniforrrtl.ty of scale. height 
(2-3 stories), cxmstruction (frarre) sett.i.ng (snall to rredi.un yards, one story 
porches, and set near the street} help to unify the follo,..iing several cx::rmon 
house types and ere.ate cohesive streetscapes. Several recurring house types 
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a~: si.nple, bo.1o story gable-roofed, 2 or 3 hay wide houses with roof 
ricl<je parallel to the street ; L-s haped, L1".10 story Queen Anne inspired houses 
with a projectinc]/ gable ended U..U s tDry wing or three sided bay Wli t; Colonial 
!«?viva! derived b'10 story cubical forms, 2 or 3 bays wide, with peaked roofs, 
ocx::asionally with a cross gable. Rcgardl<!Ss of Lype , -'ilrrost all houses have 
one-story wooden porches. l\ fe.<1 <Jood quc:tlity, large bW"19alo .. 1s are a lso inter
s~sed anong these. The district a lso contains one of the few r cruining 
houses fran Federalsburg's earlies t period, "Sandy Hill" (1791), on the south 
end of J.!ai.n Street. (19) 

In addition to its residential buildings, the dis trict hits a f~ c ivic 
and cx:mrercial buildings of interest, all on r-ain Street. Nuttles store<J> '1t 
the intersection of North ¥ain and Pa rk Lane, is a we ll preserved one-story, 
frane. gable ended C'011Tle.rCial bui l<ling with 1n.'11Y interior fixttu·es rcr..."lining 
intact, and operated by the s.vrc fanu ly since c~rly in this century. !>. smaller, 
related frame ccmnercial structur e is located on l.hc Of-lx:>s ite sicle of the 
intersection. In the down tam section, in the block of t-ain Street north of 
Central Avenue are three ocnmercial buildings of interest. 'Ille t-aryland 
National Bank building, originally housing Federalsburg National Bank (establis hed 
in 1901), was built ca. 1904. A fine.1srrall classical revival brick building 
in ver:y good condition, the bank has a les s s uccessful r.ode rn addition which 
does not disni.nish the quality of the oriyinal building. (131 14) 

The Masonic Building, built in 1919, housed a Ford deale r s hip ~ the 
?·~sons: on the 2nd floor, the first rrovies in Federalsburg were sho.m.U3,l4)It 
is a large, 2 story hip roofed,stuoooed building with brick trim, with Colonial 
Fevi val. dcx:>J:way., dorners, and arched windc:Ms on its second floor. The Family 
Shoe Store, at 115 nain, C>ptX>Site the Hasonic build ing, is a small 19th century 
2 stor:y brick CXX11!erCial building, the only one r er.ai ning : it is in good con
dition with nuch of its wood trim intact. 

·us-19> 
South on Main Street,Asouth of Central Avenue~ 120 is a good two-story, 

9able-ended c:x:rrrmrcial building with a two story wooden porch, in good con
dit.d.on, and still in cx::mrercial use. (15) 

~ite this, on the south..rest oorner of tlain ~Maple, is the ¥.ethodist 
Protestant Olurch. The church, established in 1901, bought this building, the 
forrrer Presbyterian Olurch aro repaired and rerx:>vat ed i t. In 1932, the tall 
spire which was originally atop the tower burnt, ~was not replaced. The 
church today presents essentially the sarre appearance as in 1932 , except f o r l oss < 
the spire and the rrore recent aluminum siding. (16) 

At the south end of ¥.ain Street is the Federalsburg Railroad Station, on 
the north side of the Delaware Railroad tracks. This is a well designed_, late 
nineteenth century station silllilar to several other s tations on the F..astern 
Shore. It is in excellent condition and still in use . 
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EAST DISTRICT 

J The F.a.st District is a residential area located on the east side of 
Marshyhope Creek, and is separated fron the ~:est District bj the river. by 
several r.odern cx:mre.rcial buildings on both banks of the river and bj Or"?en 
space on the east bank (20). It is c:x:r.iprised of buildings on both sices of 1:ost 
of Fast Central Avenue, nost of both sides of Liberty Street f i."On La.st CentrC\l 

· to Olar.bers, and a group of buildings along Davis Street. '!'he district is 
bow1ded oo the south and east by rrodcrn houses and ~ industrial ancl cx::r.r.ercial 
buildings, and by a group of small plain houses east of the district on East 
Central Avenue. 

East Central Avenue, (21-26) one of the orig inril routes through Federalsburg, 
still largely reflects its 19th-early 20l:h cent my c1ppc~<1ri\nce, and presents an 
unbroken, uniform strcetsc.ape of 2-3 story frann how;c..~s set close to the road 
in sma.11-rrediun size yards, all with one story {X>l"d\cs, r.lUCh like streetscapcs 
in the \•:est District. Lil::erty Street (27-29) continues this kind of 
streetscape and like East Central Avenue, nest of the houses are of the types . 
previously described in the West District and in a similar state of preservation. 
An unusual house in this district is the house at 206 East central, a T\xior
bungala...r cx:r.bination with double gabled front facade and simulated half-t:.ini:x?r
ing (22). Sale of the rrost substantial houses in the district are located on 
the \·~t end of East central nearest the river, as at 120 and 122. (21). 

en Davis St., off East Central Avenue, is a group of houses (30-34) of a 
scr.ewhat different character but visually linked to the rest of the district 
by a park-like setting and driveway, as well as historical association. These 
are a group of small f r<Ure houses which at one time housed workers at the Davis 
family poultry and feed cx::rrptllly. The Davis f,"l.lnily livod ncarbi on I:.3st CC".nlritl 
Avenue. 'Ihi.s street and buildings appear on the 1905 usr...s milp. The houses ."lre 
of two main types: larger gable ended, narro,.1 b"'° story houses with [X>rches, 
and smaller two story houses with a shed roofed addition to the side. At least 
one of these, the Davis House at 109 A. Davis St. was noved here frt:r.t Central Avem 
in,.1963 (30). The miln lJ, stor.t section of it has been described as an important 
exar.ple of earl}' dorrestic architecture and frarre construction in Caroline County 
(Hllr survey files). It was probably built by Cain i:oss beb.reen 1794-1600, and 
is one of the earliest buildings in Federalsburg. 'The west b..-c> story section 
is a later addition, and resent:>les parts of the other buildings in this group. 

l·bst of the buildings in the group a.re in good condition and retain their 
original clapboarding: one is shingled. Two are larger in size, and have 
gable end facades with porches. 

rnDIVIOOAL SITES 

The Federalsburg Multiple Resource Area alsocontains the follGiing buildings 
worthy of individual listing on the national Register of Historic ?laces. 
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H. V. 1-~ssenoer/John E. Elrick House, south ... 'CSt corner of \·7cst Central . - -:... ________ ------·- -·-
Avenue and Buena Vista 1\venue. This early 20th cent ury brick house is 
unusual in Feeeralsburg for its eclectic_,elaborate design. It ~·as the hare 
of H. V. ncssenger, praninent in the t.a!\:lto canning industry, and by the 1930 's 
o ... -ncd by John E. Elrick, another local busircssr.ian. The house CCJTlbines 
elements of the Colonial Rcvi. val in det.ai 1 ing such as voussoirs and k~·s tones , 
the Mediterranean, in its tile rcx:>f, an Oriental flavor in its rcof lines, 
and Prairie Style form and use of blcx:ks, piers, banCinq and deep eaves. It 
also features a <JllrftCJC! in 11~i J"r clrAiqn.(15) 

Harcland, soutl-r . .,o<.!St c.o1:ner of L .. "l11k ,,,,<l Charlc·s :;Ln,·ts, the \\'hite/'.·7illi;u-::~nn 
flOUse~u built ca. 1839. It was formerly the t-'ethodist Episu::pal Onirch 
parsona9e and was r.oved to its prC?sent site fran a location on r-~in Street.(36) 

~ion . Me_~ist___g:>is~l 01_~~· Old D:mton l«:lad, built in 1913. This frame 
church, row aluni.num sidCC!, has h]sloric"llly s~~rvN] a blttck congre<J<'ltion. It . 
features stained glass windo • .,is, llJ'ld retnins ouu11•11lill wooc}..,iork in its to.,oc-r.( 31) 

Goslin House, 205 West Central Avenue, is a b..o story frame rol!Se with the 
ool.y ~d rcof in FederalsburtJ, and was originally the hcr.e of Senator 
E. E. Goslin. Prior to the construction of West Central Avenue in the first 
decade of the 20th century, this prq:>erty extended as far east as Main Street, 
and at one tirre featured extensive lawns and gardens. A wing of this house 
has been rroved to Park Lane (206-208) and the house itself has been aluninum 
sided. (38) . 

!buse, 303 .Acad~treet, like the house across fran it at 304 1',cadE!ft!t, (see 
beJ,ow) is ale of the best of the group of houses of similar age and type on 
this street. It retains .its elaborate \«XX>en fX>rch and decorative gable 
woo(t...ork. ( 39) 

House, 304 Aca~ Street, like 1303, one of the best in this group, also 
nis--a-t'lii? ;xxfen porch and wooden gable omarrent, as well as a projectinq 
three sided bay unit on the e.ast side. (40) 

SIGUFICANCE 

'1he historic resources a>ntained within the Federalsburg fdultiple 
Resource Area represent aspects of the developrent resulting frc:r.t the tam's 
a:mrercial and i.rx:lustrial growth fra:'I the mid-19th century into the early 
20th century. Federalsburg, an i.rrportant F.astem Shore rnill~, shipbuilding, 
shiFPing and industrial center located at the junctionof river, rail C\J'ld roac 
routes, experienced its greatest gra-.rth'in the late 19th century and e.-trly 
20th century. Th.is grONth is clearly doc\r.e.nted in the boK> districts Nld 
six individual buil~s which have been described. 
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The tl-x:> districts are pr.i.J!'oarily residential ard contain .well-pre-
served and oohesive groupings of buildings, "'tiich retain intcgri ty of ucsign, 
form, sc.ale, and setting, creating strcetscapes in which there ure fc·: losses, 
yaps, or rrode.rn intrusions. 'The six individual builcli.ngs of Hation.:il P.egistcr 
quality all have architectural and/or historical significance in Federalsbury's 
history. 
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CONTRIBUTING R.BSOURCB 
MARYLAND HI STORICAL TRUST 

I NTERNAL NR-BLIGIBILI TY R.BVIBW FORM 

Property Name: Maryland Plastics Survey Number: e!Jf[- 337 
Property Address: Liberty/CentralAveatChambers 

Project: Improvements to complex Agency: _...F~/~R~E~CD=-~~~~ 

Site vis it by MHT Staff: J_ no _ yes Name ------------ Date ---------

Distric~ Name: Bast Federalsburg HD 
~ u11-c- 337 

survey Number: 

Li sted Comment 

Criteria: _ A _ B _ c _ D Considerations: _ A _ B _ c _ D _ E _ F _ G _ None 

The resource X contributes/ does not contribute to the historic significance of this 
historic distrICE in: ~ 

X Location X Design X Setting x Materials 

x Workmanship x Feeling ~~X~- Association 

Justification for decision: (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map) 

Ma ryland Plastics is an industrial complex located adjacent to the 1980s boundary of the 
eligible Federalsburg Historic District. Having reached and passed the SO year age, Maryland 

,...--Pl astics now appears to be a contributing resource of the historic district. The historic 
i strict focuses on the soc ial and commercial development of the t own in t he early twentieth 

century. This property reflects these historical development themes. The original building 
wh ich f aces Liberty Avenue was constructed in 1939 as the Excelsior Pearl Works, a button 
ma nufacturing company. The one story concrete block building measures six bays wide with 
the cent ral two bays depicting a stepped parapet. Typical of the early to mi d twentieth 
century i ndustrial buildings, it i s characterized by a flat roof, large openings with 
multiple steel windows, and projecting piers defining the bays. Expansion to the complex 
occurred in the 1950s when additional buildings were constructed . The undertaking will 
update plumbing systems including a new concrete pump house adjacent to a 1980s building . 
The improvements will not affect historic property. 

Document ation on the property is presented in: compliance file MD Plastics 

Prepared by: Dr. Conway Gregory grant applicant (town ) 

Laur en Bowl i n June 11 1997 
Reviewer, Office of Preservation Services Date 

no not 



MARYLAND COMPRBHXNSJ:VB BXSTORIC PRBSBRVATXON PLAN DATA - HXSTORXC CONTEXT 

I. Geographic Region : 

~x~ Eastern Shore 
Western Shore 

Piedmont 

Western Maryland 

(a ll Eastern Shore counties, and Cecil) 
(Anne Arundel, Calvert, Charles, 
Prince George's and St. Mary's) 

(Baltimore City, Bal timore, Carrol l, 
Frederick, Harf ord, Howard, Montgomery) 

(Allegany, Garre tt and Washington) 

I I. Chron o logic al/ Developmental Periods: 

Paleo-Indian 
Early Archaic 
Middle Archaic 
Late Archaic 
Early Woodland 
Middle Woodland 
Late Woodland/Archaic 
Contact and Se ttlement 
Rural Agrarian Intensification 
Agricultural-Industrial Transition 
Industrial/Urban Dominance 

~ Modern Period 
Unknown Period ( ~ prehistori c 

III. Prehistoric Period Themes : 

Subsistence 
Settlement 

Political 
Demographic 
Religion 
Technology 
Environmen tal 

v. Resource Type: 

Category: 

Adaption 

buildings 

Historic Environment: villa e 

Historic Function(s) and Use(s): 

Known Design Source: 

10000-7500 B.C. 
7500-6000 B.C. 
6000-4000 B.C. 
4000-2000 B.C. 
2000-500 B.C. 
500 B.C. - A.D. 900 
A.D. 900-1600 
A.D. 1570-1750 
A.D. 1680-1815 
A.D. 1815-1870 
A.O. 1870-1930 
A.D. 1930-Present 

historic) 

rv. Historic Period Themes : 

Agriculture 
Architecture, Landscape Architecture , 
a nd Community Planning 
Economic (Commercial and Industrial) 
Government/Law 
Military 
Religion 
Social/Educational/cultural 
Transporta tion 

industrial build ing 
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Note: This map is based on a 1980 map of the district ft 1997 contributing resource DOE. 
(512101) 

CAR- 337 

FEDERALSBURG EAST HISTORIC DISTRICT 
FEDERALSBURG QUAD 
CAROLINE COUNTY 










