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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY FORM 

NR Eligible: yes _x_ 
no 

Property Name: Academy Street, 303 Inventory Number: _C,,,,AR~,__,-3"""3'""9 ____ _ 

Address: Academy Street, 303 City: Federalsburg Zip Code: 

County: .:::C;:ar,,_,o'""lin= e _________ _ USGS Topographic Map: ~F_,,,e'-"'d-'<'er,_..,a""ls'""'bur~g......_ ________ _ 

()wner: J. Millionie Is the property being evaluated a district? __ yes 

Tax Parcel Number: ~3~7~1 __ _ Tax Map Number: .... 2 .... 0 ..... 1 __ Tax Account ID Number: 

Project: Agency: 

Site visit by MHT staff: _x__ no _yes Name: ___________ _ Date: 

Is the property is located within a historic district? __ yes no 

If the property is within a district District Inventory Number: ______ _ 

NR-listed district __ yes Eligible district _ _ yes Name of District: 

Preparer's Recommendation: Contributing resource _yes __ no Non-contributing but eligible in another context __ yes 

If the property is not within a district (or the property is a district) Preparer's Recommendation: Eligible _x_yes no 

Criteria: A B C D -- -- Considerations: A B C D E F _ G _ None 

Documentation on the property/district is presented in: 
Federalsburg historic district file 

Description of Property and Eligibility Determination: (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map and photo) 

[This house], like the house across the street from it at 304 Academy, is one of the best ofa group of houses of similar age and 
type on this street. It retains its elaborate wooden porch and decorative gable woodwork. 

The historic resources contained within the Federalsburg Multiple Resource Area (CAR-285) represent aspects of the 
development resulting from the town's commercial and industrial growth from the mid-19th c. into the early 20th c. 
Federalsburg, an important Eastern Shore milling, shipbuilding, shipping, and industrial center located at the junction of river, 
rail, and road routes, experienced its greatest growth in the late 19th c. and early 20th c. This growth is clearly documented in 
the two districts [CAR-337 & CAR-338] and six individual buildings which have been described ... The six individual buildings 
of National Register quality all have architectural and/or historical significance in Federalsburg's history. 

(Taken from P. Weissman (MHT), 1980. See form for more] 

Prepared by: P. Weissman Date Prepared: 10/16/1980 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST REVIEW 

Eligibility recommended _K_ Eligibility not recommended _ _ 

Criteria: __ A _B )< C _D Considerations: __ A B c_ D __ E __ F _ _ G __ None 
MHT Comments 

Reviewer, rogram 
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D·n'K>OOCTIOJ 

This )nfoa;-atian has teen CXJi\)ilcd to r.:iqu~st a dctennir.'ltion of 
::ational Rec;) st.er el icJibi 1 ity for hi :; t n.-if~ n·•:n111 c ·· ·~ \·:i I hin the F'c' ;,. , .,'\ 1 shurq 
l~ltiple Rt•!.C>llr<.~C /\n·.'l, for Fl~nr.ll::l.AH':J 1 S Ui•l llUlily lll!velo:_.r.k.!llt eJ~ Grant 
PCO;IC&lm· 

'nle overall boundaries of the Fooe>r.'l l ~~h1n1 n111 H nl~ r"':;nur·cc- ; . , , .,, .~re 
c:ontigµous with the to.m'!> pl'mif !lll coq .. c'.l,·,1t..I.! Lu1u'Kldl'.ics. \·:ithin t!~is a r ea, 
there are 0·10 historic districts, the West District and the East District, 
and six buildinqs likely to be eligible individually for the rlational P.cgist.P.r. 

The present appearance of much of Federalsburg today reflects the to.n's 
~and prosperity in the 19th century as a millinq, :;hiphuildir'lt;, shippioq, 
N1d industrial cent.er. The tnm'!'> rivc.•rside lcll:at.it\O on UlC norlh.,·.:?S t fork 
of the Nanticoke River.,or Ma.rshyhope Creek as it is 1"IOW called, at an ir.portant 
river crossing led to the develO?f:ent of water pa-1ered mills, a shipbuilding 
industry, and to its po?Ul.arity as a transportation and shipping center in 
the 19th centw:y and early 20th c:entuey. 

'nle tom first grew around the mills on the northern eclge of the present 
t,o,;n center. Exeter Mill. burnt in the early 20th century. appears to have 
been in operation since the early 18th century; originally a grist ;a.nd SCM 

mill operation, the carple.x later included a carding mill and an iron furnace 
in the 19th century. n>e tam center itself grew along rm~ Street and Dridge 
Street (now Central Avenue) • First called "Pine Grove", then "North.-:cst Fork 
Bridge" and "Bridge", the tam had stores, taverns and churches by the late 
18th century. By 1793, the narre was dlangcd to Federalsburg, probably for the 
Federalist party. 

Dy 'i:he mid-19th century, the saw mills were producing lurber for ships 
built and launched at the wharves at the south end of u,..m. where tr<>ding 
ships tied up. Nothing remains of this area today. niroughout much of the 
19th centucy, Main and Bridge remained the main streets, and the town had only 
scattered buildings. In the closing decades of the century, Federalsburg 
enjoyed a period of gro.rth and prosperity, as a result of the to.m's industrial 
developrcnt in the southern end of tom in the are.a of the newly built railroad 
tracks . The canning industry was especially iJTportant, with tanatoes a -lead­
ing product. Other small industries located in this are.a were printing ud 

. paper plants and saw and flour mills. The tc:wn becarre a business and industrial 
center for the surrounding area, due to its shipping facilities by river. rail­
road ard roac)../ays. The tam was active in i.nproving its roads, a.rd was proc.d 
of its innovative oyster shell roads which aided truck transportation. 

1be tom's i..rrlustrial gro..rt:h brought a population increase and a dcrrand 
for ne.r housing anj servi ces. By the tum of thp century. Federalsburg c:cn­
side.red itself one of the Eastern Shore's rrore progressive srr.'lller ta.ms, wit..._ 
r.any new buildings, streets, and industries. This gro·Tth. ;md civic ir.prC"--r.-
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- l\Wlts such as parks and public utilities, a::>ntinued into the early decades ,,f 

the 20th century . I 
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DF...5CRIPTia~ 

Fedcralsbur9's historic resources largely reflect it.s period of 
9reatest 9ro.rth frcrn the mid 19th century to the enrly decades of the 20th 
century, and are generally residential in character. Fc.<1 of FederC1lsburg' s 
earliest buildings rerra.in within the liJnits of the l•\lltiplc ~source Arca. 
U:x:ated north of Federalsburg ha·.rever, ~ outside the boundaries of t.lie 
f·bltiple Fesource Area, are Exeter, an the National P.egister, Herring Hill, 
another local landTark, and the site of the Exeter mill ccr.clex, all fran the 
tom's earlier period. • 

Within the tom, historic r P.sources are concentrated along t-...o of 
Federalsburg's old<?St streets. The West District is centered along Main 
Street and several streets to the Wf!..c;t of P.1.,in, C'lnd the r .. <•st nisLrict. is 
ooncentrated i.n the Area of ~:ast O:nt.ral J\v~nuc and 1tdjoininq st rcets. 'rhe 
individual sites are located throughout Fed~ralsburg, all on the west side 
of the river. 

\-.'ES!' DISTRICT . -

The Hest District includes buildings on both sides of Main Street, f ran 
west of the intersection with Park Lane/Old Denton Road, to the intersection 
with Railroad Avenue on the south. It also includes sections of Park I.ane(3) 
fran North Main t.o 1-brris Avenue ; a section of both sides of Greenridge StreetCB>, 
west of Park Lane: and both sides of a section of l-Jest Central Avenuc(9-12)between 
Ma.in Street and Park Lane.: '!he district is principally residential in 
character; the ao..mt.own cxmnercial section of Main and Central 1\venues is 
CX>rifOSed of rrodem cx:mnercial buildings , with only a f&1 buildings of 
architectural or historical significance.(7,13,14) 

,. The north.lest edge of the district, on North Main Street (1-7) (Bloaningdale 
Avenue), is sharply defined bi r.c:Cern houses t.o the \oiest on Bloc:rningdale. 
Similarly, on Greenriclge Street, rrodern houses t.o the west abn.ir>Uy mark the 
end of the di.strict. J.bst of the houses excluded fran the district on the 
east side of Park Lane, on the block of Greenridge between Main and Park, and 
on the other residential streets in the area west of Ma.in Street, are either 
of rrodem construction or of little architectural quality, and lack cohesiveness 
in streetscape. 

M::>st of the streets incliuded within the district were arrong the earliest 
t.o be laid out: these streets, and many of the buildings still remaining today, 
appear on historical atlases of the mid and later 19th century and/or on a 
USGS quad map of 1905. These street.s still largely reflect their turn of the 
century appearance, with fe..1 intrusions or gaps. 

Along these streets are good groupings of residences dating frcrn the rnid­
l9th century to the early 20th century, nost in good condition and ~arf'I 
retaining their original decoration and/or siding. Those with r.odem siding 
retain their original form and sOTe decoration. Uni.forT'li.ty of scale. height 
(2-3 stories), c:cnstructi.on Cfrazre) setting (small to rrediun yards, one story 
porches, ~ set near the street) help to unify the follONing several c:amon 
house types and create cohesive street.scapes. Several recurring house types 
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E1\ST [l!STRICT ----·-

I The F.ast District is a residential area located on the east side of 
t-Jarshyhope Creek, and is separated from the \:est District bj the river. bj 
several r.odern cx:m:ercial buildings on lx>th banks of the river and bj Oi'lell 
space on the east bank (20). It is cx:r.prised of buildings on both sices of r.ost 
of F.ast Central Avenue, nost of both sides of Liberty Street f1:an r:ast Ce.ntr~l 

· to Olar.Oers, and a qroup of buildings along I:avis Street. The district is 
bolmded ai the south and east by nodcm houses and new industrial anc.l cx:r.r.ercial 
buildings, and by a group of small plilin houses east of the district on F.ast 
Central Avenue. 

East Central Avenue, (21-26) one of the original routes through Fcderalsburq, 
still la.rtJely reflects its 19th-early 20th ccnllny ·•Pll(~:m'\nce, and presents «n 
unbroken, wi.iform strcetsc.apc of 2-3 slory franc how;t..•s set close to the road 
in snall-rred.i\r.\ size yards, all with one story po1·chcs, 1•11.x:h like st.rectscapcs 
in the \·:est District. Liberty Street (27-29) continues this kind of 
st.reetscape and like East Central Avenue, nost of the houses are of the types. 
previously described in the \..est District and in a similar state of preservation. 
1'n unusual house in this district is the house at 206 F.ast Central, a T\xlor­
bw'lgalcw cxr.bination with double gabled front fclcaclc and simulated half-t.inb?r­
ing (22). Scr.e of the rrost substantial houses in the district are located on 
the l·~t end of East Central nearest the river, as at 120 and 122. (21). 

en Davis St., off East Central Avenue, is a group of houses (30-34} of a 
scr.ewhat different character but visually linked t.o the rest of the district 
b)' a park-like setting and driveway, AS well as historical association. These 
are a group of small fril!TC houses which at one tima housed workers at the Davis 
family poultry and f ecd c:orpany. 1'le Davis f,'llni ly 1.i vud nc.'.lri>)r on I:.3st CC'Ilt.r.-.1 
Avenue. This street and buildings <lppear on the 1905 U«;GS """1?· The houses ."lre 
of two main types: larqer gable ended, narrow tl..o story houses with porches, 
and smaller two story houses with a shed roofed addition to the side. At least 
one of these, the Davis House at 109 A. Davis St. was noved here fn:J'!I Central Avent 
in,.1963 (30). The main lit storj' section of it has been descri..bed as an irnp::>rtant 
exar:ple of earlt dorrestic architecture and frarre construction in caroline County 
(Hlll' survej files). It was probably built by cain Jbss between 1794-1600, and 
is one of the earliest buildings in Federalsburg. The west two story section 
is a later addition, and resesrbles parts of the other buildings in this group. 

Most of the buildings in the group are in 9ood C'Ondi tion and retain their 
ori9inal clapboard.ing~ one is shingled. ~ are larger in size, and have 
gable end facades with porches. 

INDIVII'XJAL SITES ---------
'nie Federalsburq Multiple Resource Area also contains the follcwing buildings 

worthy of individual listing on the national Register of Historic ,Places. 
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H. V. l·~ssenger/John E. Elric.k Honse, south.·:cst corner of 1·:cst Central 
Avenue and Buena vfsUAvenue:--·-Tl1f s early 20th century brick house is 
unusual in Federalsburg for its eclecticJelaborate design. It \•:as the hare 
of H.V. f·lcssenger, prcrninent in the ta!lato canning imustry, and by the 1930's 
o ... T>Cd by John E. Elrick, another local busi~ssr..an. TilC house cx:nbines 
elements of the Colonial Revival in detailing such as voussoirs and kcvstDncs, 
the Mediterranean, in its tile roof, an Oriental flavor in its roof lines, 
and Prairie Style form and use of blocks, piers, banding and deep eaves. It 
also featurP.S a garftgo in 11U,,i l"r clr.Aiqn.(15) 

Hcnclard, soutlr ... <.!St c.orner of 1~-,nk ;m<l Charlr!> :;L1•,~Lc;, the h'h.itc/':~illi;1n~nn 
fJouse~·as built ca. 1839. It was fo.merly the ~'ethodist Episc.opal Oiurch 
parsonage and was r.gved to its pre?sent site fran a location on r-~in Street.(36) 

~ion l"IE!_~ist_B:>isCX£tll Ol_~~, Old Dent.on Jhad, built in 1913. This frar.e 
church, row al\J'T\i.num sidoo, has h]sloric,lly servN1 a black congregation. It . 
features stained glass wi11cb...s, and rctnins ot1\.u11•J1t.,l wocxl.'10rk in its to ... c-r.(31) 

Goslin House, 205 West Central AvC!nue, is a b...o story frarre house with the 
only maru.--ara roof in Federalsburg, and was originally the hcr.-e of Senator 
E. E. Goslin. Prior to the construction of West Central Avenue in the first 
decade of the 20th century, this property extended as far cast as Main Street, 
and at one t.iJre featured extensive lawns and gardens. A wing of this house 
has been rroved to Park Lane (206-208) and the house itself has been aluminun 
sided• ( 38) . 

!buse. 303 Acad~treet, like the house across fran it at 304 .1-cadeny, (see 
bel,ow) is one of the best of the group of houses of similar age and type on 
this street. It retains .its elaborate ''t'CX:Xlen porch and dea:lrative gable 
wood.r.lork. (39) 

House, 304 h:a~ Street, like 1303, one of the best in this group, also 
FM!Sarfii! wexi:len porch and wooden gable omarmnt, as well as a projecting 
three sided bay 1.D'lit on the east side. (40) 

SIGUFICANCE 

'lhe historic resources contained within the Federalsburg Multiple 
Resource .Area represent aspects of the ceveloµrent resulting fI'CI!\ the tom's 
cx::mrercial and iooustrial growth f~ the mid-19th century into the early 
20th century. Federalsburg, an i.I!'portant Eastern Shore rni.llin;, shi!X>uilding, 
shi.i:pi.ng and industrial center located at. the junctionof river, rail arxi roac 
routes, experienced its greatest gro.·:th in the late 19th century and eAr ly 
20th century. nus grc:Mth is clearly doc\.r.'ented in the two districts Nld 
six i..nclividual buil?in9's which have been described. 
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'!he b..io districts are pri.J!'drily residential and oontain ,,•ell-pre-
served and oohesive groupings of buildings, which retain intcsri ty of <lcsign, 
form, scale, and setting, creating strcetscapes in which there are fa·: losses, . 
ya?s, or rrodern intrusions. 'Ille six individual buildings of Hational Register 
quality all have architectural and/or historical significance in Fccleralsbury's 
histocy. 
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CAR- D 'JI 
HOUSE, 303 ACADEMY A VENUE, FEDERALSBURG 
FEDERALSBURG QUAD 
CAROLINE COUNTY 

MAP 210 PARCEL#37 1 
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CAR- 339 
HOUSE, 303 ACADEMY A VENUE, FEDERALSBURG 
FEDERALSBURG QUAD 
CAROLINE COUNTY 


