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MARYLAND IDSTORICAL TRUST 

DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY FORM 

Property Name: Academy Street, 304 Inventory Number: 

Address: Academy Street, 304 City: Federalsburg 

NR Eligible: yes_K_ 

no 

CAR-340 

Zip Code: 

County: =C=ar,__,o=lm=· =e _________ _ USGS Topographic Map: _,,,F_,,e=d=era=ls=bur=g~---------

Owner: M. Fields Is the property being evaluated a district? __ yes 

Tax Parcel Number: ~5_1~3 __ _ Tax Map Number: _2_0_1 __ Tax Account ID Number: 

Project: Agency: 

Site visit by MHT staff: _x__ no _yes Name: --------- --- Date: 

ls the property is located within a historic district? __ yes 6_ no 

, If the property is within a district District Inventory Number: ______ _ 

I NR-listed district __ yes Eligible district __ yes Name of District: 

Preparer's Reconunendation: Contributing resource __yes __ no Non-contributing but eligible in another context __ yes 

If the property is not within a district (or the property is a district) Preparer's Reconnnendation: Eligible _..K_yes __ no 

Criteria: A _ B _ C_ D Considerations: A _ B_ C_ D_ E_ F _ G _ None 

Documentation on the property/district is presented in: 
Federalsburg historic district file 

Description of Property and Eligibility Determination: (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map and photo) 

[This house], like 303 Academy, one of the best in this group, also has a fine wooden porch and wooden gable ornament, as 
well as a projecting 3-sided bay unit on the east side. 

The historic resources contained within the Federalsburg Multiple Resource Area (CAR-285) represent aspects of the 
development resulting from the town's commercial and industrial growth from the mid-19th c. into the early 20th c. 
Federalsburg, an important Eastern Shore milling, shipbuilding, shipping, and industrial center located at the junction of river, 
rail, and road routes, experienced its greatest growth in the late 19th c. and early 20th c. This growth is clearly documented in 
the two districts [CAR-337 & CAR-338] and six individual buildings which have been described ... The six individual buildings 
of National Register quality all have architectural and/or historical significance in Federalsburg's history. 

[Taken from P. Weissman (MHT), 1980. See form for more] 

Prepared by: P. Weissman Date Prepared: 10/16/ 1980 

MARYLAND IDSTORICAL TRUST REVIEW 

Eligibility not recommended _ _ Eligibility recommended _K_ 
Criteria: _ A _B Le _I) 

MHT Comments 
Considerations: __ A B c__ D __ E _ _ F __ G __ None 

Date 

Date 
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This jnfo rr.ation h"'5 been cxr.\)i led t:o r·~ ?u~t "' dctm~in.,tion of 
;:ational Register elicJibilit.y for hi:~tnd c~ n"a u111 ·, .. ~ within the F't ... i1·1-."'ll s hu1-q 
l~ltiplc Rt·~-<>11rcl'? /\n ·•1, for Ftx.!• !r.1l:;IJUuj's U..•1.llu1ily IX!vclo:r.L.~t Bl~k C-.rant 

Pl'CJYCc'lln• 

The overall boundaries of the Fm~r.,l •:l"u-<J r~ tl t· i nlP. r"":onur-cc> ,·. ,, .• , .~re 
oont.igµous with the? tum'!> 1wc!:>1~ l t coq . .('.l1".1t.c w111 1u<id~s. \·:ithin t !;is a r ea, 
there are b ·JO historic districts, the \·:est District and the East District, 
and six buildings likely to be eligible individually for the national P.cg i s t.P.r . 

The present appearance of much of Federalsburg today r e flects the to..n's 
graofth and prosperity in the 19th century " s a mi 11 i nq, :•hiphuildir'll; , ~hippinq, 
and industrial cent.er. The tn.,rn' !'; r i vt•1s i de l n.:<i t.i o n on Ulc norUt . .-.:::...c; t f ork 
of the Nanticoke River.,, or Marshyhope Creek as it is '"°"' called, at an ir.po.rt.ant 
river crossing led to the develcpr.lellt of water po.-1ered mills, a shipbuilding 
:industry, and to its popularity as a transportation and shipping center in 
the 19th centucy and early 20th centw:y. 

Tne town first gr&' around the mills on the northe rn edge o f the pre~ent 
t,o..;n center. Exeter Mill, burnt in the early 20th century, appears to have 
been in q>eration since the early 18th centuxy ; ori ginally a gris t <>.nd s aw 
mill operation, the CC1Tplex later included a carding mill and an iron furnace 
in the 19th century. 'n'le tc:wn center itself gr&1 along Ua..i~ Street and Dridge 
Street (now Central Avenue). First called "Pine Grove", then "North .. mst Fork 
Bridge" and "Bridge", the town had stores , tavexns and churches by the late 
18th century. By 1793, the nane was changed to Federalsburg, probably for the 
Federalist party. 

By 'i:he mid-19th century, the saw mills were producing lurber for ships 
built and launched at the wharves at the south end of t.o.m, where trading 
ships tied up. No thing remains of this area today. Throughout much of the 
19th century, Ma.in and Bridge remained the JT\ain streets, and the t.o..'n had only 
sc:attered buildings . In the closing decades of the century, Federalsburg 
enjoyed a period of gro.rth and prospe.ri ty, as a r e sult of the to..m' s industrial 
developre.nt in the southern end of town in the are.a of the nawly built railroad 
tracks. The canning industry was especially i.rrp:>rt.ant, with t:.anatoes a lead
ing product. Other small industries located in this are.a were printing c:.rld 

. paper plants a.rd saw and flour mills . The tc:wn becane a business and industrial 
center for the surrounding area, due to its shipping facilities by river. rail
l'Oad and roac}...rays. The to,,m was active in iJTproving its roads, and was proul 
of its innovative oyster shell roads which aided tru::k transportation. 

'lbe tom's industrial 9ro..rth brought a IXJ!lUlation increase and a dara.nd 
for J1EW housing a.rd services . By the turn of th~ century. Federalsburg ccn
sidered itself one of the Eastern Shore's rrore progressive srr • .,ller to.ms. wit.~ 
r.any ne..t buildings, streets, and industries. nus gro·Jt.h. a1¥3 c i vic ir.pro--"f'.-

- tTents such as parks and public utilities, continued into the early decades ,..,r 
the 20th century. 
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Fedcralsburg's historic resources largely reflect its p?riod of 
9reatest gro..th fran the mid 19th century to the ef"rly decades of the 20th 
century, and arc generally residential in character. Fe . ., of Federalsburg• s 
earliest buildings renai.n within the l i.mi ts of the J.!ul tiple ~source Arca. 
Located north of Feeeralsburg ho.·.>ever, and outside the boundaries of the 
f·bl tiple ~source Area, are Exeter, on the r:ational P.egister, Herring Hill. 
arother local lancir.ark, and the site of the £xeter mill ca:olex, all fran the 
tom's earlier period. · 

Within the t:o.m, historic rt".sources are concentrated along o..o of 
Federalsburq's oldest streets. 'The West District is centered (')long Hain 
Street and several streets to tm wr~st of ~1."lin, and the F.•lst nislrict is 
cxmcentrated in the Area of ~:Ust O:nlrC')l J\v~nuc and Adjoining st n~ts. The 
individual sites are located throughout Federalsburg, all on the west side 
of the river. 

h'EST DISTRICT . -

The Nest District includes buildings on both sides of Main Street, !ran 
west of the intersection with Park Lane/Old Denton Road, to the intersection 
with Railroad Avenue on the south. It also includes sections of Park Lane(3) 
fran North Main to t-brris Avenue; a section of both sides of Greenridge Street(B), 
west of Park Lane: and both sides of a section of West Central Avenuc(9-12)beo..:een 
Main Street and Park Lane; 'lhe district is principally residential in 
character; the cbomta.m CXX'111'1erCial section of Main and Central J\venues is 
CXJtifOSed of ITOdern cx:mrercial buildings, with only a few buildings of 
architectural or historical significance. (7 ,13,14) 

,. The north.olest edge of the district, on North Main Street (1-7) (Blcx::imi.ngdale 
Avenue), is sharply defined~ r.cdern houses to the West on Bloc:rni.ngdale. 
Similarly, on Greenridge Street, JTOdern houses to the west abru;:>tly mark the 
end of the district. Most of the houses excluded fran the district on the 
east side of Park Lane, on the block of Greenridge between Main and Park, and 
oo the other residential streets in the area west of Ma.in Street, are either 
of nodem c:x:>nstruction or of little architectural quality, and lack cohesiveness 
in streetsc:ape. 

t-t:>st of the streets incliuderl within the district were arrong the earliest 
to be laid out: these streets, and m:my of the buildings still remaining today, 
appear on historical atlases of the mid and later 19th century and/or on a 
USG.5 quad map of 1905. 'these streets still largely reflect their turn of the 
century appearance, with few intrusions or 9aps • 

Along these streets are good groupings of residences dating fran the rnid-
19th century to the early 20th century, rT'OSt in good condition and r.any 
retain.i.ng their original decoration and/or' siding. 'Those with rrodem siding 
retain their original form and sare decoration. Unifor'T'\ity of scale. height 
(2-3 stories) , oonstructicn (frarre) setting (small to rrediun yards, one story 
porches, and set near the street) help to unify the foll°""ing several o:r.rron 
house t:ypeS and create cohesive streetscapes. Several recurrinc; house types 
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El\Sr DISTRICT ----·-
1 The East District is a residential area located an the east side of 

Marshyhope Creek, and is separated fran the \:est District bj the river. bj 
several li'Odern ccnr.e.rcial buildings on lx>th banks of the river and bj OilE!l1 
space on the east bank (20) • It is cx:r:prised of buildings on both sices of r.ost 
of East Central Avenue, nost of both sides of Liberty Street fran I:ast Cerltrl'll 

· to Olar.bers, and a group of buildings along Davis Street. The district is 
bowlded oo the south and e.ast by nodcrn houses and nev1 irrlustrial and ccr.r.ercial 
buildings, and by a group of sr.all plili.n houses east of the district on F.ast 
Central Avenue. 

East Central Avenue, (21-26) one of the origint'll routes through Federalsburg, 
still largely reflects its 19th-early 20th ccnl\lly .ipJJt"'!ilri\nce, and presents .m 
unbroken, uniform streetsc.apc of 2-3 story frane how;c..$ set clo.se to the road 
in small-rredi\.r.l size yards, all with one story porches, 1;iuch like !>t..rectscapcs 
in the \·:est District. Liberty Street (27-29) continues this kind of 
streetscape and like Fast Central Avenue, nost of the houses are of the types . 
previously described in the "-est District and in a similar state of preservation. 
An unusual house in this district is the house at 206 East Central, a 'I\rlor
bungalCM cxr.bination with double gabled front fe>eaclc and simulated half-t.isrber
ing (22). Saie of the nost substantial houses in the district are located on 
the t·~t end of East Central nearest the river, as at 120 and 122. (21). 

On Davis St., off East Central Avenue, is A group of houses (30-34) of a 
scr:-ewhat different character but visually linked to the rest of the district 
b)' a park-like setting and driveway, as \<lell as historical association. These 
are a C:frOup of small fr&l!TC houses which at one time:? housed workers at the Davis 
family {X>Ult.ry and feed ~y. The Davis f;uni ly livud ncarb.i on E.lst Cc>J1l:r.'ll 
Avenue. This street and buildings 11ppear on the 1905 USGS ni."lp. 'Ille houses .ue 
of two ma in types: larger gable ended, narro.ot ~ story houses with porches, 
and smaller two story houses with a shed roofed acdition to the side. At least 
one of these, the Oo!lvis House at 109 A. Davis St. was noved here fI"Cr.' Central Avent 
in,.1963 (30). The mtln lls stort section of it has been described as an important 
e.xar.ple of earl}' darestic architecture and frarre construction in Caroline County 
(Hlrr swve1 files). It was probably built by Cain Fess bet.Neen 1794-1600, and 
is one of the earliest buildings in Federalsburg. The west o..u story section 
is a later addition, and reseit>les parts of the other buildings in this grou;:>. 

l·t:>st of the buildings in the group are in good condition and retain their 
original cl.apboardin;: one is shingled. 'I'«> are larger in size, and have 
gable end facades with porches. 

INDIVIOOAL SITES ------·--
The Federalsburg fo.1ul.tiple Resource Area also contains the follcwing buildings 

worthy of individual listing on the national Register of Historic flaces. 
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H. V. 1-~ssenaer/John E. Elrick House, south.vest cx:>rner of \·:est Central 
Avenue and""suena vfsfa-7\venoo~-·-Thf s early 20th century bricl~ house is 
unusual in F~eralsburg for its eclectic.1elaborate design. It \•as the hare 
of H. V. r-~ssenger, prc:rninent in the tanato canning imustry, and by the 1930 's 
OAo-ncd by John E. Elrick, another local busiressr..an. The house caTlbines 
elements of the Colonial ~C?Vi.val in det.ailing such as voussoirs and kc-.·stoncs, 
the Mediterranean, in its tile roof, an Oriental flavor in its roof 1lnes, 
and Prairie Style form and use of blocks, piers, banding and deep eaves. It 
also featurf!B a 9arn9e in 11irni l"r clrRiqn.{15) 

Hc:rrelarxi, soutJr .... cst o::>rner of 1 .... .,,\)c '"'''° Charlt's :;Lz•,:ts, the h'h.ite~·!illi.-u ·~·~nn 
fiOUSe;-was built ca. 1839. It wcls formerly the ~1ethodist Episu:::pal Olurch 
parsona9e and was rroved to its present site frcm a location on t-2in Street-(36) 

;ion 1-'.ethcx:i_ist__I?is~l 01_~~, Old Denton JOad, built in 1913. '!'his frar.e 
church, T"Otl aluninum siaoo, has hi sloric"llly ~'~rv0d a blilck c:x:>ngrcg"ticn. It . 
features Stained glaSS WilldO..JS / ."lJ'ld rc~ains 011\oUr. •Jll c"\} wocx)..iork in its to.;C'r .() /) 

Goslin House, 205 West Central Avanue, is a b..io story frarre hocse with the 
ally m.iiiSard roof in Federalsburg, and was originally the hcr.e of Senator 
E. E. Goslin. Prior to the construction of West Central Avenue in the first 
decade of the 20th centw:y, this property extended as far east as Main Street, 
and at one tiJre featured extensive lawns and gardens. A wing of this house 
has been rroved to Park lane (206-208) and the house itself has been aluni.nun 
sided. (38) . 

!buse. 303 ~ad~treet, like the house across fran it at 304 Academy, (see 
beJ,ow) is one of the best of the group of houses of similar age and type on 
this street. It retains .its elaborate ''l'OOCien porch and decorative gable 
woc::xk>rk. (39) 

House, 304 ~ Street, like 1303, one of the best in this group, also 
M!Sarfii! WOiren porch and wooden gable ornarrent, as well as a projecting 
three sided bay unit on the east side. (40) 

SIQUFICANCE 

'Ille historic resources contained within the Federalsburg Nultiple 
Resource Area represent aspects of the developrent resulting ftu!\ the tam's 
a:mnercial and industrial grcwth frcn the mid-19th century into the early 
20th century. Federalsburg, an i.J!portant Eastern Shore milling, shi?building. 
shiwing and industrial center located at the junctionof river, rail cuxi roac 
routes, experienced its greatest gro...'th in the late 19th century and ~ly 
20th century. This grc:wth is clearly doctr.ented in the boilO districts and 
six individual buil~s which have been described. 
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The two districts are priJnarily r esidential aro contain ,,·ell-pre-
served and cohesive groupings of buildings, which retain integrity of ucsign, 
form, scale, and setting, creating strcetscapes in which there are fa·: loss~, 
ya?s, or rrode.nl intrusions. The six individual buildings of llationill P.C9istcr 
quality all have architectural and/or historical significance in Federalsbury 's 
history. 
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HOUSE, 304 ACADEMY A VENUE 
FEDERALSBURG 
FEDERALSBURG QUAD, CAROLINE COUNTY 

MAP 201PARCEL#513 
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HOUSE, 304 ACADEMY A VENUE 
FEDERALSBURG 
FEDERALSBURG QUAD, CAROLINE COUNTY 


