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James Todd House Circa 1800
Smithville

Private

Standing alone in the field near the present farmhouse is a
four-bay, one-story frame building in poor condition. The building
has remained in the Todd family from the beginning but has seen the
last of human habitation. It is a two-room building, the product
of two building periods. The earliest portion has exposed joists
and a stair enclosed behind some board paneling. Its fireplace has
the back exposed on the exterior and on the side opposite the stair
is a crude glazed cabinet. Apparently the loft was never finished
as there are no signs of there having been plaster. This is an unusual

survivor of a farm dwelling which was common on poorer Eastern Shore
farms.
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The James Todd House is located on a dirt land leading south
from Chipman's Road, approximately one mile west of its intersec-
tion with the Smithville Road in the vicinity of Smithville,Caroline
County. The early nineteenth century structure is in a ruinous
condition.

A one story frame structure, the house consists of two section
built at different times and which both have a regular size clapboard
sheathing. Both sections are one room in size and the east section,
which has a single 6/6 sash window on the north and south facades,
was built onto the west section, which has an entrance and 6/6 sash
window on the north and south facade. Stuccoed brick chimney stacks
rise from the ridge at both ends inside the steep gable roof. Both
gable ends have four pane casements in the gable and the west elevation
has an exposed back wall of the fireplace.

The interior has hewn exposed beams and plaster walls. The
west fireplace wall contains an enclosed corner staircase and a
glazed cabinet within the vertical beaded boards. Batten doors are
hung from the fireplace jamb to "close off" the large opening.
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The James Todd House is a good example of the scale and liv-
ing conditions found in the domestic architecture of early nine-
teenth century Caroline County. These small frame structures
were probably the most common of the early farmhouses, but be-
cause of their size, building material, and changing architec-
tural tastes, very few remain in the region.
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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