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CAR- 43 
James Todd House 
Smithville 
Private 

Circa 1800 

Standing alone in the field near the present farmhouse is a 
four-bay , one-story frame building in poor condition. The building 
has remained in the Todd family from the beginning but has seen the 
last of human habitation. It is a two- room building, the product 
of two building periods . The earliest portion has exposed joists 
and a stair enclosed behind some board paneling. Its fireplace has 
the back exposed on the exterior and on the side opposite the stair 
is a crude glazed cabinet. Apparently the loft was never finished 
as there are no signs of there having been plaster . This is an unusual 
survivor of a farm dwelling which was common on poorer Eastern Shore 
farms. 
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

DNAME 
HISTORIC 

ANO/OR COMMON 

James Todd House 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Chipman's Rd. Approximately 1 mile west of Smithville Rd. 
CITY. rowN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Smithville 
STATE 

Maryland 

DcLAsSIFICATION 

OWNERSHIP 

_ VICINITY OF 

STATUS CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

X...BUILDING(S) 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_PUBLIC _OCCUPIED 

XPRIVATE JC.UNOCCUPIED 

_BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _ IN PROCESS - YES: RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

J. Kemp Todd 
STREET & NUMBER 

514 Academy Road 
CITY. TOWN 

_YES: UNRESTRICTED 

~NO 

Federalsburg _ v1c1N1TY0F 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

REG1sTRYoF DEEDS.ETC. Caroline County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

Market Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Denton 
II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

TITLE 

DATE 

First 
COUNTY 

Caroline 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _ MUSEUM 

_ COMMERCIAL _PA~K 

_EDUCATIONAL _ PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _ RELIGIOUS 

_ GOVERNMENT -SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

Telephone #: 

_ TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER 

STATE , Zl.p code 
Maryland 21632 

Liber #: 117 
Folio #: 155 

STATE 

Maryland 21529 

__FEDERAL -STATE -COUNTY --lOCAL 

~- DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



II DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

_ EXCELLENT 

_ GOOD 

_ FAIR 

_DETERIORATED 

ARUINS 

_UNEXl'OSED 

CHECK ONE 

XuNALTERED 

-ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

~ORIGINAL SITE 
-MOVED DATE._ __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The James Todd House is located on a dirt land leading south 
from Chipman's Road, approximately one mile west of its intersec­
tion with the Smithville Road in the vicinity of Smithville,Caroline 
County. The early nineteenth century structure is in a ruinous 
condition. 

A one story frame structure, the house consists of two section 
built at different times and which both have a regular size clapboard 
sheathing. Both sections are one room in size and the east section, 
which has a single 6/6 sash window on the north and south facades, 
was built onto the west section, which has an entrance and 6/6 sash 
window on the north and south facade. Stuccoed brick chimney stacks 
rise from the ridge at both ends inside the steep gable roof. Both 
gable ends have four pane casements in the gable and the west elevation 
has an exposed back wall of the fireplace. 

The interior has hewn exposed beams and plaster walls. The 
west fireplace wall contains an enclosed corner staircase and a 
glazed cabinet within the vertical beaded boards. Batten doors are 
hung from the fireplace jamb to "close off" the large opening. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

r"!RIOO AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK ANO JUSTIFY BELOW 

-PREHISTORIC --"RCHEOLOGY· PREHISTORIC _ COMMUNITY PLANNING -LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_ 14-00-1499 --"RCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _ CONSERVATION _ LAW 

- 1500-1599 --"GRICULTURE. _ ECONOMICS _ LITERATURE 

_1600· 1«199 ~RCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _ M ILITARY 

_1700-1799 --"AT _ ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

.X1800-1899 _ COMMERCE _ EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _ PHILOSOPHY 

_1900. -COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _ POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC OATES BU I LOER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_ RELIGION 

- SCIENCE 

-SCULPTURE 

_ SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_ OTHER !SPECIFY) 

The James Todd House is a good example of the scale and liv­
ing conditions found in the domestic architecture of early nine­
teenth century Caroline County. These small frame structures 
were probably the most common of the early farmhouses, but be­
cause of their size, building material, and changing architec­
tural t astes, very few remain in the region. 
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CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJIMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SEF~TE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

IIiJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREA GE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _______ _ 

VERBA L BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTI ES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COU NTY 

STATE COUNTY 

m FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Michael Bourne , Architectural Consultant , & Joe Getty 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Maryland Historical Trust May, 1977 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

Shaw House , 21 State Ci rcl e 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

AnPapolis Maryland 21401 

The Maryland Historic Sites Invento ry was o f ficially create d 
by an Act o f the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code o f Maryland , Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purpo ses only and do not constitute any i nfr inge ­
ment of indivi dual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House , 21 State Ci rcle 
Annapol is, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267- 1438 
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