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Greek Revival House Circa 1850's
Harmony

Private

West of Harmony in an open stretch of farmland stands a unique
Greek Revival dwelling designed with the temple form. It is the only
such surviving Greek Revival building remaining on the Eastern Shore.
There is a similar dwelling in Delaware, north of Seaford. Although
the building has been clad with aluminum and the interior sheathed
with sheet paneling, the building is still a unique structure resembling
the type dwelling erected in Ohio and Michigan by prosperous mid-19th
Century landowners and town dwellers.
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The Greek Revival House is located on Gilpins Point Road, ap-
proximately eigth-tenths of a mile north of Harmony. Built in
the mid nineteenth century, it is the only domestic structure in
Caroline County that in its original state adhers closely to the
then popular Greek Revival style.

The main section of the house is frame, two storys, three
bays long and two rooms deep. It has a side entrance plan and the
doorway has sidelights and a molded entablature. The other first
story bays have 6/6 sash windows and the second story bays have 3/3
windows. The main facade (west) is dominated by a temple type
portico of a triangular pediment with central fanlight supported
by four square pillars with molded capitals. Two wide brick chimneys
are located interior of the north wall. On the south is a one story
wing three bays wide and two rooms deep. The west facade has a
central doorway flanked by 6/6 sash windows. The porch over this
section once had a leanto roof but has recently been changed to
the pitch of the 'A' roof. The entire house is covered with alum-
inum siding.

The interior of the main section has an entrance hall along
the parlor, and behind it is a stair hall along the first floor
bedroom. The staircase has period +trim including an octagonal
newel post. The addition has a living room with a corner fireplace,
a kitchen, and a porch. The first floor has high ceilings and the
ceiling is low on the second floor. Much of the interior has been
redone in modern sheet paneling, but some of the early trim remains.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Greek Revival House is significant as the only surviving
Caroline County example of the Greek Revival influence on domestic

architecture.

This example displays the temple form with its plain-

ly designed full length pediment portico. It is a style of house

that was popular throughout the United States during the mid-

nineteenth century.

Shore to retain its period portico.
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It is also the only dwelling on the Eastern
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
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