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CAR- 50 
Joshua Holland Telescopic House 
Bethlehem 
Private 

1st, 3rd & 4th Quarter 19th Century 

North of Bethlehem stands a once prosperous f arrnhouse which was 
the r esult of at least three stages of growth. The two smaller 
sections of the building appear to date from the early nineteenth 
century with the tallest portion being added around the third quarter 
of the nineteenth century and a two-story extension added later . 
The house resembles the Weer house at Union Corner in the upper part 
of the county and several buildings in Dorchester. 

Behind the building stands a small brick dairy with wide over­
hanging roof on all four sides . An exterior , partially enclosed 
stair ascends to the loft along the back wall. This is another unique 
survival of an early service building. 
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The Holland Telescopic House is located on the east side of 
Maryland Route 578, approximately six-tenths of a mile northeast 
of Maryland Route 331, north of Bethlehem, Caroline County. A 
turquoise painted frame house, it was constructed in three sections 
of varying heights and all of nineteenth century build. 

The largest part of the house and the most recent is a Victorian 
style two story, three bay section with a double tier porch and 
a hipped roof. The brick chimney stac·k is located within the south 
side. The west facade has a side entrance plan on the first story 
and a central doorway on the second story. The windows are tall, 
6/6 sash with louvered shutters. The main entrance has a transom, 
sidelights, and an ornamental door frame. The ornamentation of 
the double tier porch is composed of pierced brackets connected 
by sections of spool turnings. 

The central section is one and one-half storys with a 2/2 sash 
window in its single bay and a single gable dormer. This section 
has beaded clapboard and a rear wing built to form two storys with 
a low pitch roof having the same roof line as its front section. 

) 

The one story section has two bays (evidence of a blocked in 
window shows it once was three bays) with a side entrance and cen- ~· 
tral window. It is covered with wide beaded siding and a brick 
chimney stack rises from its south gable end. To the rear of this 
wing is a brick paved porch. 

A small br.ick dairy with a roof overhang on all four sides is 
behind the house. In the back of it is a ladder-like stair to the 
garrett. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

ERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE-· CHECK ANO JUSTIFY BELOW 

- PREHISTORIC -ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _ COMMUNITY PLANNING _ LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_ 1400-1499 -ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _ LAW 

- 1500-1599 -AGRICULTURE -ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

- 1600-1899 LRCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _ MILITARY 

_ 1700-1799 -ART _ENGINEERING _ MUSIC 

X 1800-1899 _ COMMERCE _ EXPLORATION/ SEnLEMENT _ PHILOSOPHY 

_ 1900. - COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _ POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_ INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_ RELIGION 

-SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_ SOCIAVHUMANITARIAN 

_ THEATER 

_ TRANSPORTATION 

_ OTHER !SPECIFY) 

The Holland Telescopic House and its late date of build shows 
that the form of the telescopic house was a popular type that con­
tinued through the nineteenth century. The Victorian section with 
its extravegant twin stands is strong contrast to its stark com­
panion sections. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41 , Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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