CAR-52
Fletcher Farmhouse Circa 3rd Quarter 19th Century & earlier
Preston
Private

On the northern fringes of Preston stands a large frame dwelling
which was constructed around the third quarter of the 19th Century.
Its rear wing is a 1 1/2 story structure which may pre-date the front
part. It is interesting for the orientation of the building is not
on the long side but at the south end which is a gable, and which
originally had a two-story porch. Some Italianate detail remains.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Fletcher Farmhouse is located on the west side of Maryland
Route 16, approximately three-tenths of a mile northeast of Mary-
land Route 331, north of Preston, Caroline County. The house was
constructed in two sections, both frame on brick foundations.

The oldest section, probably built in the early nineteenth cen-
tury, is one and one-half storys, three by two bay structure with
a pyramid, exterior end brick chimney stack on the north gable end.
There is a central entrance with 6/6 sash windows in the other bays.
The main facade (east elevation) has a one story porch whose roof
is a flared extension of the main roof. There are three gabled
dormers with 6/6 sash on both sides. The west facade has leanto
enclosure.

To the south of this section is a two story, three by four
bay structure with a gable roof main facade (south elevation). The
plan has a side entrance and stair hall and two rooms to the east
of the hall. The west bay of the south elevation has an entrance
on both storys, and there are large 6/6 windows in the other bays
of the house. The brick chimney rises from the ridge towards the
center of the house,thus the fireplaces are on the interior parti-
tion. The large bracket and dentil cornice creates a sharp contrast
to the asbestos siding of both sections of the house.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Since an interior inspection of this house was not granted,
it is difficult to make any definite statements on the signifi-
The exterior is an interesting combination

cance of the house.

of the common one and one-half story form of house with a side
entrance, gable facade style that became popular in the mid to
late nineteenth century.
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
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The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
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RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
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