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CAR- 52 
Fletcher Farmhouse 
Preston 
Private 

Circa 3rd Quarter 19th Century & earlier 

On the northern fringes of Preston stands a large frame dwelling 
which was constructed around the third quar~er of the 19th Century. 
Its rear wing is a 1 1/2 story structure which may pre-date the front 
part . It is interesting for the orientation of the building is not 
on the l ong side but at the south end which is a gable , and which 
originally had a two- story porch . Some Italianate detail remains. 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST CAR-52 
()l,O OS 2. $'~0 '{ 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

HISTORIC 

ANO/OR COMMON 

Fletcher Farmhouse 

fJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

West side of Md. Rt. 16 approximately .3 mile northeast of Md,. Rt. 331 
CITY. 1'0WN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Preston v1c1N1rvoF First 
STATE 

Maryland 
DcLASSIFICA TION 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

X..BUILDINGISI 

_ STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_ OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_ PUBLIC JtOCCUPIEO 

XPRIVATE _ UNOCCUPIED 

_BOTH _ WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_ IN PROCESS - YES: RESTRICTED 

-BEING CONSIDERED - YES UNRESTRICTED 

X.NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Theodore E. Fletcher 
STREETS. NUMBER 

P.O . Box 186 
CITY. TOWN 

Preston _ v1c1N1TY0F 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

REGISTRY oF DEEDS.ETC. Caroline County Courthouse 
STREET S. NUMBER 

Market Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Denton 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

OATE 

COUNTY 

Caroline 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMM ERCIAL _PA;ll( 

- EDUCATIONAL X PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ ENTERTAINM ENT _RELIGIOUS 

_ GOVERNMENT _ SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _ TRANSPORTATION 

_ M ILITARY _OTHER 

Tel ephone #: 

STATE , zip code 
Marvland 21655 

Liber #:140, 149 
Folio #: 295, 66 

STATE 

Maryland 21629 

_FEDERAL -STATE -COUNTY __LOCAL 

-- • DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



II DESCRIPTION 

-EXCELLENT 

.XGooo 
_FAIR 

CONDITION 

- DETERIORATED 

_ RUINS 

- UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

~UNALTERED 
-ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

:K..ORIGINAL SITE 

-MOVED OAT~--

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Fletcher Farmhouse is located on the west side of Maryland 
Route 16, approximately three-tenths of a mile northeast of Mary
land Route 331, north of Preston, Caroline County. The house was 
constructed in two sections, both frame on brick foundations. 

The oldest section, probably built in the early nineteenth cen
tury, is one and one-half storys, three by two bay structure with 
a pyramid, exterior end brick chimney stack on the north gable end. 
There is a central entrance with 6/6 sash windows in the other bays. 
The main facade (east elevation) has a one story porch whose roof 
is a flared extension of the main roof. There are three gabled 
dormers with 6/6 sash on both sides. The west facade has leanto 
enclosure. 

To the south of this section is a two story, three by four 
bay structure with a gable roof main facade (south elevation). The 
plan has a side entrance and stair hall and two rooms to the east 
of the hall. The west bay of the south elevation has an entrance 
on both storys, and there are large 6/6 windows in the other bays 
of the house. The brick chimney rises from the ridge towards the 
center of the house,thus the fireplaces are on the interior parti
tion. The large bracket and dentil cornice creates a sharp contrast 
to the asbestos siding of both sections of the house. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

,--
.cRIOO AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE-· CHECK ANO JUSTIFY BELOW 

-PREHISTORIC -ARCHEOLUGY· PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PL.ANNING _ LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

- 1400- 1499 -ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _ LAW 

_ 1500- 1599 -AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

-1800·1699 ~RCHITECTURE -EDUCATION _ M ILITARY 

_1700·1799 -ART _ ENGINEERING - MUSIC 

X.1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATl DNISETTL.EMENT _ PHILOSOPHY 

- 1900- _ COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _ POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC OATES BU I LOER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_RELIGION 

_ SCIENCE 

_ SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAV HUMANITARIAN 

_ THEATER 

_ TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER !SPECIFY) 

Since an interior inspection of this house was not granted, 
it is difficult to make any definite statements on the signifi
cance of the house. The exterior is an interesting combination 
of the common one and one-half story form of house with a side 
entrance , gable f acade style that became popular in the mid t o 
late nineteenth century. 

--· 
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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CAR-5-;J. 
IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SE~AR.ATE SHEET I~ NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _ _ ___ _ _ _ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTI ES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COU NTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAM E / TITLE 

Michael Bourne, Architectural Consultant, & Joe Getty 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Maryland Historical Trust April, 1977 
STREET & NU MBER TELEPHONE 

Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Annapolis Maryland 21401 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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