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Big Branch Farm Circa 1810
Preston

Private

Big Branch Farm is one of Caroline County's good telescopic
dwellings with part dating from around 1810 and possibly part earlier.
The tall brick section and middle frame part resemble in form and plan
Oyster Creek Farm, Dorchester County. The stair ascends to the third
story and is a handsome delicate Federal period stair. Similarly,
the mantel in the living room is of interest for the fluting and
gouge-work detail typical of the Federal dwellings on the Eastern

Shore. A-typical to the house is a plaster medallion in the center
of the ceiling and a plaster cornice.
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The Chezzum House 1s located on Payne Road, approximately
one-half mile northeast of Maryland Route 331, east of Preston,
Caroline County. The structure is built in three sections, of which
the late eighteenth century Federal style brick section is the most
significant.

The two frame sections are both one and one-half storys. The
central section is four bays long with a two room plan. On the
south side of it is a two bay, one room kitchen. It is undeter-
mined whether these were built as service wings to the house, or
whether they are earlier structures.

The two story brick section is three bays wide and one room
deep. The main facade (west elevation) is Flemish bond while the
other sides are common bond. It has a side entrance plan with the
doorway in the south bay. The door has six panels and a four pane
transom. The window sash has been replaced but the windows have
flat arch lintels. The gable roof has interior end stacks at both
ends, the south stack being a dummy. On the north gable end, two
small 4/4 pane windows flank the chimney stack.

The interior stair hall has a open string staircase with a
paneled soffit and recessed paneling on the supporting wall. The
staircase has a oval handrail on square balusters, with a half-
round rail on the opposite wall. Other ornamentation includes shaped
stair ends and turned drops from the bottom of the intermediate
newel posts. The main soom has Federal style trim including a
plaster cornice and ceiling modallion, a fluted and gougework wood
mantelpiece, and paneled door surrounds.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Chezzum House represents the prosperous farmhouse of the
Federal style in Caroline County. The interior detail and crafts-
manship produce a superior example of this form in comparison

to other Caroline County examples,
The frame sections pre-dates the brick portion.

— —
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EE1FORM PREPARED BY
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Michael Bourne, Architectural Consultant, & Joe Getty
ORGANIZATION DATE
d Historical Trust May, 1977
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
Shaw House, 21 State Circle
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Annavpolis Maryland 21401

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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