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Meredith House Circa 1820
Preston
Private

The Meredith House is composed of a 1 1/2 story frame section,
six bays long, with a 2 bay, 2 story section on its end. The
majority of the building is concealed behind enclosed porches. The
original batten kitchen door still swings on wood hinges.

Since both rooms of the lower wing have identical facades with
two windows and a central door, there is a possibility that the two
rooms were built separately.
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Meredith House is located on the north side of Grove Road
approximately one and one-tenth mile southeast of Grove, Caroline
County. It is a nineteenth century house built in two sections
which are practically all enveloped by porches.

Both sections of the house are frame covered with asbestos
siding. The earlier section is one and one-half storys and has
a two room plan., The west facade is six bays long, three bays
per room and each with a central door. There is a single interior
end brick chimney stack on the north end, and there are two 6/6
sash gable dormers. On the south end is a two story addition with
a single room plan. The west facade first story has three bays
with a central door and the second story has two bays. The brick
chimmey stack on this section is on the east side of the ridge
and inside the north gable end. The west facade has a one story
screened porch running the full length of both sections and hav-
ing a fully enclosed single bay at its north end. The east facade
of the one and one-half story section has a full length enclosed
porch.

An interesting feature is the kitchen batten door in the one
and one-half story section. The narrow horizontal battens are
longer than the width of the door and at one end fit onto pins
thus functioning as the door hinges.
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The Meredith House is a good example of typical nineteenth
century domestic housing in Caroline County. It shows the contin-
uance of the one and one-half story form of architecture, and its
eventual combination with a two story structure. The original wood
strap hinges are unique in domestic houses in Caroline County,
although they were widely used in other areas for both domestic
and agricultural structures.
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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