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St. Paul's Episcopal Church 
Hillsboro 
Public 

1853 

St . Paul's is located in the town of Hillsboro at the head of 
navigation on the Tuckahoe Creek. The Church is a small board and batten 
Gothic Revival building · constructed in 1853. Its design is based upon 
Richard Upjohn ' s book of plans and sketches called Up~ohn's Rural 
Architecture, publ ished in 1852 . Another church buil ing similar to 
St. Paul 1s exi sted in Greensboro until a few years ago. St . Andrew ' s, 
Sudlersvil le , is another similar board and batten structure . 

St . John ' s Parish was formed in 174 8 by act of the Maryland Assembly. 
The first church was located in Queen Anne ' s County, but in 1768 a 
new church was built on this site. Rev. William Goldsborough was 
assigned the parish in 184 2; and under his leadership , there was a 
renewed interest in the parish . Between 1850-53 , the parish raised 
enough money to build the present Church. It was not until a year 
after Rev . Goldsborough ' s death, in 1858 , that the Church was conse
crated . 

---- St . Paul ' s has been beautifully preserved through the efforts 
of the community in the 1 960 ' s. 
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. Located irl Hillsboro, one block south of alt-=rnate Marylan 
404, is St. Paults Eoiscooal Church, an excellent exanolc of 
G0 thic Revival. Its cornerstone laid in 1853; S-t. Paul·' s ·was 
consecrated in 1853. Constructed of board a~d batten siding, . 
painted gray, it sits on a brick foundation, its steep roof · 
covered \-ri th wood shirn:!.les. A small entrance oorch is sit
uated in the •.-rest bay o.Z the north side . On the east and west 
sides of the porch are small lancet windows Hith leaded staine 
glass. ·The double doo-r has three panels in each half, the top 
one being a pointed arch panel . East of the entrance are two 
stained glass lancet window3 in the nave with two smaller win
dows on the north side of the chancel. 
· The west end has two stain~d glass lance"t windo~s between 
which, centered in the gable , is a:::i oval win~o,,,1 witn ·che large 

·· axis on the vertical . A qu~trefoil pat-tern is cut out 6f the 
barge boards on this end and th~ east gable of the chancel . 
At the peak ·of the west gable is a belfry still holding the 
o-riginal bell. 

The south side_of.the nave has four lancet. windows, two 
close together near the center and two near the east and west 
corners. Between the west window and the west corner . is a 
tall, narrow red brick chi;;mey with a brick, arched hood. 
Attached to the south side of the chancel is a shed-roofed 
vestry room . It has a Gothic-arch door with a small hood 
above· it on the west side. To the right of the ·door is a 
lancet windcw divided 'h.ol""i z~ntcill_v into four li.ghts . Th-ere are 
two identical i·rindows on the south side. 

On the east end of the chancel is a large Gothic windc~, 
with tracery dividing it into three narrow lancets, dated 1857. 
There is a single lancet window on the east side of the vestry 
rOOj!l. 

The nave of the church has a center aisle ~ith box pews, 
most of which are orio:inal, on both sides. The new en-3.s have 
a single , recessed Gothic-arch panel. On both the north and 
south walls are four equally spaced bracketed posts with cham
fered edges. The rafters in the nave are supported by a 
collar beam resting on which are two braces forming a "V". 
In the chancel the rafters are sup?orted by crossed braces. 
All of these are exposed. Across the chancel is a railing wit 
a quatrefoil pattern . The arch separating the chancel from 
the nave also ha~ chamfered edges. 

two ~ertical tiea~s 
a~d support the bel-

Near the center of the west wall are 
which extend the full height o f the r·oof 
fry on the exterior. 

The church also retains the original baotis1!:al fm1t: and 
its silvBr co~.r.i.union service. 

St. Paul's h as been very successfully restored and is well 
maintained. To the sou ·::!~ a:-1d eust of the church is a s:nall 
ceuetc.ry. Along the north si<;:1e of the yard, paralleling 
the s"trcct, i~; .; ':r1•01:;.:;:~t ~ -:~.:"li\ ~-,._! rt:~-:-: · t_-!1'..7'.1 e;Y'~"G3CS on top of th~ 

poles . 
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In the 1840's and 1850's, the Gothic Revival as esnoused · 
by the ecclesiological novel'!lent :i..n England became widely ac
cepted an::: orac-:: i . .;ed i:< t'h~ ti :1ited · Statas. Individual a!"crt
itects dasigneq churches follo~ ... -in:; the · rule s 'for church arch- . 
itecture est2blished by the Ecclesiologica l Society in England. 
Some of thera published books o f their designs so that parishes 
could builcl i.n the 11acce::>tedr: style without t~e expense of an 
architect: St. Paul's Chu~ch, Hillsboro, is valuable as an 
example of the attractive and practical buildings that could 
be executed by ~he'local cra=ts~en from th2se published plans 
and drawings. 

St. Paul's is a ch1..irch of St. John 1 s Parish in the E-oisco
pal Diocese of l'ta:ryla:·d. The par:i sh, ly.1.n~ in Caroline; Queen 
Anne ' s and Tnlbot Counties, was formed in 1748 by an act of 
the r'!arvla:nd Asse:::bl'..- . The pari s h crn1cch ~ at that time, was 
i!1 Oueen A:1nc ' s Cou;'l'ty not: far i"t'vr:t !~ill ::;l>oro, then kno;..;n as 
Tuckahoe Bridge . In 1768, a new church wa s built on this site, 
the old one having deterior2.t ed too r:n1ch to h e. repaii-•ed. In 
the early 19th century, the church was once again in "a very 
ruinous State", owing to the grelwing strength of Methodisr.t on 
the Eastern Shore. 1 

With the coraing of the Reverend P.obert Hilliam Goldsborougr 
in 1842, the parish once again began to thrive . Born nearby 
at Myrtle Grove in Talbot County, Goldsborough attended sem
inary in New York. He was assigned to St. John ' s Parish as a 
missionary to revive its l agging membership. AppareTitly he 
succeeded, earning the respect and love of the pa~ishioners . 
v!hen he died in 1857, his successor reported that the congrega
tion had by then gro~~ to a good size . 

lik-.. 

Rev. Goldsboroueh ' s r e j uve nuting effec·t on the parish was 
such that in 1850 he ccl:ld write tha·t ''the desire for the re
newal of the old church H cJ. S t; trong, and that many t:.·:1':0se 

ancestors had worshipred within its walls began to show a 
ing toward its venerable ruin. 11 2 Together these people 
1. "Bishons C"?:·eate 1'.sso c i r:!t' i o tt to S 21ve ~: t. ,To?ln' s Chul"'ch, .. 

Coun-ty Rcc0!:"d (Dent -::> r., Ma !'."ylcnd), Dece:rr:h er 7, 1966. 
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B. Significance-continuation 

and their ninister raised eno~gh monev to build a new church. 
The cornerstone was laid for t~is in 1853. In that sa~e vea~ 
the partly constructed build ing was muc~ dama~ed in a windstorm, 
but the work was continued and "'c~e f inished c~urch cor:s;crate<l in 
1858. 

S~ . ? aul ' s ~~urch ~a~ b~~ lt i n the Go~~ic ~cvival style 
comznon t:o th.e ecclesiologi s"t-in .~lu <:!r~ced F:riis c c :>al Cf:u!'c"h in the 
1850 's. The de~ ·i.r.:n wa.s ta!<: r~n .f .co!'l. ~.i cha!."' ("; l' ') ~O~tn ' s bon}: of plans 
and sketche s called Unjohn ' s P.ural Architec "'c l4r~, which ·1:1as DUb
lished in 18 $ Z: This book inc lud.e<"! ,. dra~-:in~s for 3 sr.iall mission 
church , a chapel, a parsonage, a:1C. a school °!'.ouse ." The fcllo~-1inf 
d escription of the church d es :i.;::r. i s g iven b y !:verar d Up john in 
h is biog~aphy of the a~chi t~c~: 

The church, estina~ed ~o cost abo~t $3,000 , the exact 
sum naturally d e pending en local conditions , would 
seat bet'ileen . 17-5 and 15 0 . Though sir.,~le , it Has 
churchly , ilnd j ·t ~-·as nro -_1 ided wi:t~ a lateral to:·:~r, 
nave, c h.:incel, u.nc :::· ~;bing roo:-r! . '!'!"le d e s ign and est
ima te included all essential furn~ture. The style is 
Early En~lish , wit~ nlain la~cets in th e nave and a 
triple lancet in the chancel . The t ower, containing 
a belfry , was to be crowned with a broach soire and 
shingled .... A sinule nitched roof over both nave and 
chancel was supported by arched braces. Internally 
the walls were to be plastered, and externally they 
were to be covered with boards and battens.~ 

This description could be one of St. ?aul ' s Chu~ch ex~ 
cent that the bell tower was not constructed . Instead, a very 
simole bell cot was built on the roof at the west end of the 
buiiding. Several more minor chang e s were also ~ade in the plans 
a s they were nublished . The three-part windcw "in the east end of 
St. Paul's is slightly dif f e r e !1t in ch~s5.f!;n t "11 :!n Uoj oh :l. ts . '?here 
is a shed-roo.f<?d ve s trv roo::-. o::i th e sout"f-1 s i. d~ of t110 chani:::l J 
which is not orasent in the pub l ish~~ olan, a~1 the e ntrance norc. 
was placed wher·e the to•.-ier was to h a ve baen, :'."'ather ·th<tn in the 
wes"t ~nd o .f ·the na•1.; . Cha r! •--: :: :2 :::.:..l.c;h as the::; e • .. :er e me ant i:o b\.! 
ma de, however, as Uo john dcveloned t he R~etcte3 and olans to be 
used as guidelines rather than strict rules. 

3 . F>.1erard M. Uoj ohn, Richard TJDj ohn, .~.rch 1 t~ct and Churchr~ . .::i.n 
c:ew Yor }': ColunbiiJ Vfl :! \/c;'.?.i-:·v -r·r~ss, ,_.-,::-:; ) ~ n . 11'/. 

t~. Unjohn, pp. 117 - 118 
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8. Significance-continuation 

. In his book, Richard Uojoh, Architect and Churchman , 
Everard M. Upjohn wro~e 0£ the churc~es built from Uryiohn ' s 
Rural Architecture that 

Though not startlingly oeautiful, they retain the 
naive, quaint charm of the drawin~s to ~ surpris-
ing de~re~. 7'!-1z• t fc::-t•r::.=-.7e res•.llt is du~ to th~ir 
complete lack of nretense .... The usually meager funds 
of the pa~inh ar.d t".-":~ natural ter. ~'i~ncy of ·the arch
it~ct alike elininate<l all superflJ.ous ador~~ent. 
Stripped to their essentials, they must rely on ad
mirable pronortions and the balance of asym2etrical 
masses._ 6 • • 

The sirnole, graceful lines of St. Paul's Church, Hilrs
boro, show it to be on~ suc:i. succ~ssful use of U~john ' s design. 

6. Unjohn, p. 120 

.9. Major Bibliographical References-continuation 

Upjohn , Everard M. Richard Unjohn, Architect and Churchman. 
New York: Colu~~ia Universi~y Press, 1939. 
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