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CAR-65 
Goswellen Building 
Preston 
Private 

Circa 1800 

This building was moved from its original site when the present 
dwelling was constructed at the end of the last century. The old 
building lost its roof structure in a fire in the 1960's, but the 
plan is apparent, as well as some of the features which are typical 
to lower Caroline County. It had two center doors, like Genesar, 
Worcester County, a "hall and parlor" plan, and exposed beaded joists 
and beaded board dado. It was similar to the building at Painters 
Range. 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST CAR-65 
6'ooo to5"'5''3 oS" 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

HISTORIC 

Goswellen Build~i~n~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
ANO/OR COMMON 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Newton Road, approximately i mile from Maryland Route 331 
CITY. l'OWN 

Preston VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Marv land 
DcLAss1F1cAnoN 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 

_DISTRICT _ PUBLIC - OCCUPIED 

X.BUILOINGIS) ~RIVA TE _UNOCCUPIED 

_ STRUCTURE - BOTH _ WORK IN PROGRESS 

_ SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_ OBJECT _IN PROCESS _ YES RESTRICTED 

_ BEING CONSIOEREO - YES· UNRESTRICTED 

~NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Branch & P. Cavis Stevens 
---~ 

STREET & NUMBER 

Rt . 1 , Box 270 
CITY. TOWN 

Preston _ v1c1N1TY oF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

REGISTRY oF oEEos.ETc. Caroline County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

Market Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Denton 
II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

TITLE 

OATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

First 
COUNTY 

Caroline 

PRESENT USE 

-AGRICULTURE _ MUSEUM 

- COMMERCIAL _PA:1K 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _ RELIGIOUS 

_ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_ INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_ M ILITARY ~OTHE.farm bldg. 

Telephone # : 

STATE I zip code 
Maryland 21655 

Liber #: 122 
Folio # : 318 

STATE 

Maryland 21629 

-FEDERAL -5TATE -COUNTY --lOCAL 

...- -.._ DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



II DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

-ORIGINAL SITE -EXCELLENT 

X.GOOD 

_FAIR 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

_UNALTERED 

XALTERED X-..MoVED DATU ate 19th 
century 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (If KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Goswellen Building is located on Newton Road, approximately 
one-half mile from Maryland Route 331, north of Preston, Caroline 
County. The building is an early nineteenth century house that 
was partially destroyed by a fire in the 1960•s. The roof was 
replaced with a low pitched tin roof and in 1977, aluminum was 
applied to the exterior. It's current use is for storage of farm 
tools and supplies. 

The house was moved from its original foundation in the late 
nineteenth century when a Victorian style house was erected on 
the site. The new site for the Goswellen Building was slightly 
southeast of the new house. Originally, the Goswellen Building 
was one and one-half stories, four bays long with a two room plan. 
The frame structure was clapboard and had batten doors on the two 
inner bays, and 6/6 pane windows in the outer bays of the main 
facade. One of the doors has been covered with aluminum siding, 
and tne other facades have been altered. 

The fire burned the garrett of the house . The interior 
still contains the corner stairway, beaded ceiling joists that 
were once pat.inted blue, and beaded horizontal board dado. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

, . 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

. .CRIOO AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE ·· CHECK ANO JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC ---ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

-1400-1499 -ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _ CONSERVATION _ LAW -SCIENCE 

_ 1500· 1599 ---AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _ LITERATURE - SCULPTURE 

X1800-1899 LRCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _ MILITARY _ SOCIAVHUMANITARIAN 

_1700-1799 ---ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

-1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EX PLO RA TIONISETTLEMENT _ PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _ POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _ OTHER (SPECIFY) 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC OATES BUI LOER/ ARCH lTECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

--

--

The Goswellen Building is an example of the one and one-half 
story house form in Caroline County during the early nineteenth 
century. Although the exterior appearance has been altered, the 
interior details provide some data concerning this house type. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET I~ NECESSARY 

lr!JGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY-------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME / TITLE 

Michael Bourne, Architectural Consultant & Joe Getty 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Maryland. Historical Trust April, 1977 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Annapolis Maryland 21401 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially c r eated 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory a re being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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