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Col. Richardson Tomb and house site 
.Harmony 
Public Access 

late 18th century and 1825 

Col. William Richardson (1735-1825) lived and is buried at Gilpin 
Point, Caroline County. He was a local political leader and a Re
volutionary War soldier. A member of the Maryland Assembly from 1773-
1776, he introduced the bill that created Caroline County in 1774 and 
he was one of the first commissioners. In 1776 , he became colonel of 
the " flying camp" of the Eastern Shore and fought at Harlem Heights. 
He was a first colonel in the 5th Maryland Regiment and helped suppress 
Tory activities in the lower Eastern Shore. After independence was 
gained , he remained an influential figure in Eastern Shore and Caroline 
County life . 

Nothing remains of his residence above grade; however, a marker 
was erected by the Maryland Historical Society. 
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The William Richardson tomb and house site on Gilpin Point, 
approximately two and three-tenths miles north of Harmony, Caroline 
County. The house was destroyed by a fire in the early twentieth 
century. The tomb is accompanied by a Maryland Historical Society 
historic site marker. 

An early photograph of the house is in the possession of Mrs. 
Clara Mitchell, Preston, Maryland. The photograph shows the house 
as an ante-bellum structure in the country Greek Revival style. 
It may have contained an earlier house within its structure. 

There is also a brick dairy on the property. 
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local history 

Colonal William Richardson (1735-1825) lived and is buried 
at Gilpin Point, Caroline County. He was a local political leader 
and a Revolutionary War soldier. A member of the Maryland As
sembly from 1773 to 1776, he introduced the bill that created 
Caroline County in 1774 and he was one of the first Commissioners. 
In 1776, he became colonel of the "flying camp" of the Eastern 
Shore and fought at Harlem Heights. He was a first colonel in 
the 5th Maryland Regiment and helped suppress Tory act ivities 
in the lower Eastern Shore. After independence was gained he 
remained an influential figure in Eastern Shore and Caroline 
County life. 
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Michael Bourne, Architectural Consultant, & Joe Getty 
ORGANIZATION 

Maryland Historical Trust 
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Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
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April, 1977 
TELEPHONE 

STATE 

Maryland 21401 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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