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CAR-71 
Herring Hill 
Federalsburg 
Private 

Circa 1858 

Herring Hill is located near Exeter and is one of the attractive 
mid- 19th Century dwellings of Federalsburg . It is obvious from the 
placement of chimneys and irregular fenestration that the building 
was constructed in stages . A small portion may date from the early 
19th Century but the remainder appears to be of circa 1860. The house 
is enhanced by the Greek Revival elements of pilasters and pediment 
as well as the Italianate brackets and fretwork porch. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Herring Hill is located on the east side of Maryland Route 
630, approximately four-tenths of a mile south of Smithville Road, 
north of Federalsburg, Caroline County. The house was built in 
three sections and the prominent architectural features of the 
later section are mid-nineteenth century. 

The earliest section of the house forms an ell to the later 
sections. The early section is two storys of frame construction 
and has a two room plan. There is an interior end brick chimney 
stack on the north gable end. The east facade has been remodeled 
but has a one story full length porch with an enclosed north bay, 
a central entrance, a modern window in the south bay, and two 6/6 
pane windows on the second story. 

The two story main section of the house was built in two parts 
one of four bays and one of three bays. There are brick chimney 
stacks at both ends of the four bay section and on the west gable 
end of the three bay section. Both sections are frame with white 
clapboards, green louvered shutters on 6/6 pane windows, and a 
heavy bracket cornice which forms a pediment at the gable end. 
There are pilaster strips at the corners and a one story porch 
running full length on both the north and south facades. Both 
porches have heavy bracket cornices similar to that on the main 
house and the north porch is screened in. The south porch has or
namental cut-out posts, while the north porch has turned posts. 
The interior has nice woodwork in the later sections with molded 
door frames that have bull's eye corner blocks and carved wood 
mantelpieces. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Herring Hill demonstrates the way in which houses were 
altered and added to in order to provide better accomodations 
and to keep up with architectural fashion. According to the 
owner, the dates of the various sections are: 1742 for the 
two room earliest section that is presently the ell wing; 
1858 for the four bay main section; and 1860 for the final three 
bays. The transitional trim, passing from the Revival style 
to the early Victorian period is of part1cular interest in 
Herring Hill. 
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STATE COUNTY 
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Michael Bourne, Architectural Consultant, & Joe Getty 
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Maryland Historical Trust 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 1 81 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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