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Richard Willis House Circa 1800
Federalsburg

Private

The Willis House is an interesting early dwelling composed of
two sections of nearly equal size and date. In form the western
portion, which appears earlier, is like the Noble House near Hickman.
Its wing has no counterpart in Caroline, but is like Shady Side Farm,

Talbot County. Its facade is two full stories, but the back is only
one story.
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The Richard Willis house is located on the north side of Maryland
Route 318, approximately one quarter mile west of Seippes Road,
west of Federalsburg, Caroline County. From it exterior character-
istics, the house appears to have been built in the mid to late
nineteenth century.

The main section of the Richard Willis House is a two story frame
structure on a brick foundation with an interior end brick chimney
stack. The exterior is covered with beaded clapboard except for
a section of the back of the brick chimney which is exposed to the
second floor Jjoists. This section is common bond and is painted
white. The main facade (south elevation) of the structure has

a central entrance with a one story, one bay porch and a pair of
connected 6/1 pane sash windows to each side. The second story
has two 6/6 pane sash windows, one centered above each pair of
windows on the first story. There is a plain box cornice and a
shingled gable roof. The north elevation has a full length en-
closed leanto porch.

The east addition is also a two story frame structure, but has a
lower pitch gable roof with a catslide in the rear covering a one
story section whose north wall is even with the main section of
the house. The south facade is asymmetrical with an off-center
door flanked on each side by a 6/1 pane sash window, and two
similar windows on the second story. There is an interior end
brick chimney stack.
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century farmhouse in Caroline County.

The Richard Willis House is an example of a mid-nineteenth

The structure has the basic

shape and form of regional farmhouse, but its awkward fenestration
and plain ornamentation show a lack of concern for architectural
embellishments.
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EE1FORM PREPARED BY
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Michael Bourne, Architectural Consultant, & Joe Getty
ORGANIZATION DATE
Maryland Historical Trust April, 1977
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
Shaw House, 21 State Circle
CITY OR TOWN STATE
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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