
CAR- 79 
Williston Hotel 
Williston 
Private 

Circa 1860 

The Williston Hotel is a significant mid- 19th Century building 
which was used as a hostelry in the days when there was activity on the 
river and at the landing. Its present condition, totally remodeled, 
is of little significance at the present time; however, in the future 
its former owner, Iral Duffin, may prove . to be a significant person
age in the history of farm machinery. 
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UN AME 
HISTORIC 

ANO/ OR COMMON 

Williston Hotel 
llLOCATION 

STREET & NUMBER 

Williston Landing 
CITY. rowN 

Denton 
STATE 

Maryland 

VICINITY OF 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

~BUILOING(S) 
_STRUCTURE 

_ SITE 

_OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 

_ PUBLIC X.ocCUPIEO 

~PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_ BOTH _ WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 

_IN PROCESS _ YES· RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED - YES: UNRESTRICTED 

~NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Irl Daffin 
STREET & NUMBER 

Box 1592 
CITY. TOWN 

Lancaster _ v1c1N1TY oF 

IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

REGISTRY oF oEEos.ETc. Caroline County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

/.:Market Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Denton 

llREPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

First 
COUNTY 

Caroline 

PRESENT USE 

-AGRICULTURE _ M USEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _PA~K 

_EOUCA TIONAL ~PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ ENTERTAINMENT _ RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _ SCIENTIFIC 

_ I NOUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_ MILITARY _ OTHER 

Telephone # : 

STATE 1 

PA 17604 

Liber #: 132 
Folio # : 267 

STATE 

zip code 

Maryland 21629 

_FEDERAL -5TATE _COUNTY _1.0CAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

~GOOD 
_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_ RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

~LTERED 

CHECK ONE 

~ORIGINAL SITE 

-MOVED DAT~--

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN I PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Williston Hotel is a large mid 19th century frame building, 
five bays long, two bay deep and two storys tall. Its plan was or
iginally four rooms with central stair hall. Most of the plan re
mains, however, all exterior and interior trim has been reneweed 
and only the white pine flooring appears to be original. 

Its south facade , which overlooks part of the Potter Hall yard, 
has a Doric portico over three of the five bays. The north facade 
has only a small portico over its central door. Above the windows 
are cornices and the principal cornice has large dentils, both of 
which would be appropriate to the period of the building. On the 
west side is a one story addition with garage beneath. 

It is very well maintained and beautifully landscaped. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

r'ERIOD AREAS Of SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

-PREHISTORIC --ARCHEOLOUY·PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_1400· 1499 --ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _ LAW _SCIENCE 

-1500· 1599 --AGRICULTURE - ECONOMICS _ LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_1&00· 1699 XARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _ MILITARY _SOCIAVHUMANITARIAN 

-1100· 1799 -ART _ENGINEERING _ MUSIC _THEATER 

~ 1800· 1899 ~COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _ PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_ 1900. _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _ POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER ISPECIFYI 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC OATES BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT Of SIGNIFICANCE 

,-

The Williston Hotel is a significant mid 19th century structure 
which was used as a hostelry when the Landing was in business. 
Its present condition is of little importance historically, however, 
the person who brought it to its present condition, Irl A. Daffin, 
may prove to be a significant name in the development of farm 
machinery. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SE~AW\.TE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

II!J<;EOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Michael Bourne, Architectural Consultant 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Maryland Historical TDJ.st June, 1977 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

Shaw House. 21 State Circle 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Annapolis Maryland 21401 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially creat ed 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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