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Round Barn 
Mt. Zion 
Private 

20th Century 

In upper Caroline County stands the only round barn surviving 
on the Eastern Shore of Maryland. Its frame is fastened with nails a 
and bolts and covered with vertical tongue and groove boards. At the 
apex of the roof is a cupola. At the tops of the walls is an overl ay 
of sawtooth boards which is the only decorative feature of the build­
ing . 

The barn is a curious and unique form of agricultural building 
which provokes the question of why . Could it be that the builder 
was influenced by the philosophy of the Shakers who originated the 
idea, or was he a re-located Wisconsinite? 
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6NAME 
HISTORIC 

Round Barn 
ANO/OR COMMON 

IJLOCATION 
STREET & NUM BER 

Zion Rd. approximately 1 mi.le S.E. of Kane Crossroad 
CITY. rowN 

Marydel 
STATE 

Maryland 

VICINITY OF 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

_ BUILDING(S) 

X.STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_ OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 

_PUBLIC _OCCUPIED 

JLPRIVATE X.UNOCCUPIED 

_ BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 

_ IN PROCESS _ YES: RESTRICTED 

_BEI NG CONSIDERED - YES· U NRESTRICTED 

ANO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Eric J . Squi rrel l 
STREET & NUMBER 

50 Richmond D~ive 
CITY. TOWN 

Old Greenwich _ v 1c1N1TY0F 

IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIP'IJON 
COURTHOUSE. 

REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC. C li _aro __ ne County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

Market Street 
CITY. TOWN 
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II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

First 
COUNTY 

Caroline 

PRESENT USE 

--AGRICULTURE _ MUSEUM 

_ COMMERCIAL _PAilK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _ RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

Te l ephone #: 

_ TRAN SPORT A '!'ION 

X.oTHEl>erelict 

STATE , z ip code 
Conn. 06870 

Liber #: 195 
Fol io #: 251 

STATE 

Maryland 21629 

JEDERAL -STATE _.COUNTY -1.0CAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

X..DETERIORATEO 

_ RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

Jt..UNALTERED 

-ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

X ORIGINAL SITE 

-MOVED OAT.._ _ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Round Barn is located on Zion Road, approximately one 
mile southeast of Kane Crossroads, Caroline County, Maryland. 
It is a late nineteenth century agricultural stnicture that is 
currently not in use, and is in a badly deteriorated condition. 

A two story frame stnicture, the Round Barn has a shingled 
conical-shaped roof with a central cupola. The framing system 
has twenty posts around the circumference of the barn, with a 
central row of four posts flanked by a pair of posts on each side 
The roof frame has a central post to which all of the rafters are 
connected and extend, teepee-fashion, to the sills where their 
shaped ends slightly protnide. The exterior cladding of the barn 
is vertical siding of beaded tongue and groove boards. The siding 
is attached with nails and bolts, and has an ornamental sawtooth 
overlay on the upper sections of the barn and cupola. The whole 
stnicture is constnicted a:round a concrete foundation. 

The north side of the stnicture has a large wagon door, while 
two other doorways existed, one each on the south and southeast 
sides. Several windows are scattered around the barn on the first 
and second floors. Access to the second floor from the interior 
was by vertical ladders built on the side walls. The barn seems 
to have been mainly a storage area, and there appears no functional 
reason for its being round . 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

•ERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE ·· CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

- PREHISTORIC -ARCHEOLU<.iY·PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANOSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _ RELIGION 

-1400-14119 -ARCHEOlOGY·HISTORIC _CONSERVATION -LAW _SCIENCE 

-1500·1599 LGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE -SCULPTURE 

- 1800· 1899 XJ.RCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _ SOCIAVHUMANITARIAN 

_170().1799 -ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

X 1800-1899 _COMMERCE -EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_ 1900. _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER (SPECIFY) 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Round Barn is an unusual agricultural structure, yet its 
proportions and conceptual design are aesthetically pleasing. There 
appears to be no functional reason for its round floor plan and 
this, plus the use of ornamentation on the barn, suggests that it 
was constructed as such for its decorative effect. Therefore , the 
Round Barn marks a seldom revealed whimsical side of the region 1 s 
agravian heritage. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Michael Bourne, Architectural Consultan=t_.:;,i..•~&:..:.........:J~o~e:;._;;Ge;;;..;;._t~t~v~~~~~~~~ 
ORGANIZATION OATE 

Maryland Historical Trust January, 1977 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

Shaw House. 21 State Circle 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Annapolis Maryland 21401 

The Maryland Histo ric Sites Inve ntory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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