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Round Barn 20th Century
Mt. Zion

Private

In upper Caroline County stands the only round barn surviving
on the Eastern Shore of Maryland. Its frame is fastened with nails a
and bolts and covered with vertical tongue and groove boards. At the
apex of the roof is a cupola. At the tops of the walls is an overlay
of sawtooth boards which is the only decorative feature of the build-
ing.

The barn is a curious and unique form of agricultural building
which provokes the question of why. Could it be that the builder
was influenced by the philosophy of the Shakers who originated the
idea, or was he a re-located Wisconsinite?
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The Round Barn is located on Zion Road, approximately one
mile southeast of Kane Crossroads, Caroline County, Maryland.

It is a late nineteenth century agricultural structure that is
currently not in use, and is in a badly deteriorated condition.

A two story frame structure, the Round Barn has a shingled
conical-shaped roof with a central cupola. The framing system
has twenty posts around the circumference of the barn, with a
central row of four posts flanked by a pair of posts on each side
The roof frame has a central post to which all of the rafters are
connected and extend, teepee-fashion, to the sills where their
shaped ends slightly protrude. The exterior cladding of the barn
isvertical siding of beaded tongue and groove boards. The siding
isattached with nails and bolts, and has an ornamental sawtooth
overlay on the upper sections of the barn and cupola. The whole
structure is constructed around a concrete foundation.

The north side of the structure has a large wagon door, while
two other doorways existed, one each on the south and southeast
sides. Several windows are scattered around the barn on the first
and second floors. Access to the second floor from the interior
was by vertical ladders built on the side walls. The barn seems
to have been mainly a storage area, and there appears no functional
reason for its being round.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Round Barn is an unusual agricultural structure, yet its
proportions and conceptual design are aesthetically pleasing. There
appears to be no functional reason for its round floor plan and
this, plus the use of ornamentation on the barn, suggests that it
was constructed as such for its decorative effect. Therefore, the
Round Barn marks a seldom revealed whimsical side of the region's

agravian heritage.
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