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Chapel of the Epiphany Circa
Preston

Public

Adjacent the Douglas House in Preston is a small frame chapel
built by the Douglases as a Swedenborgian denomination church. It
is a simple frame structure with "Gothic" windows (lancet arches)
with a bell tower attached to a front corner of the gable facade.

In composition, it is similar to a small Episcopal Chapel in Stockton,
Worcester County.
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DESCRIPTION
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Chapel of Epiphany is located on the south side of Maryland
Route 331 in Preston, Caroline County. The nineteenth century struc-
ture is an Episcopal Church whose architectural design includes a
notable bell tower and steeple.

The church is built in a rectangular plan with a square bell
tower adjoining the northwest corner of the main section. The struc-
ture is frame and German siding on a brick foundation with a broad
gable roof. The main facade (north elevation) is the gable end with
three bays. There is a central entrance with double doors and a pointed
arch transom. Above the entrance is a gable porch roof supported
by triangular wood brackets and with a cross finial at the peak of
the roof. Lancet windows are in the other bay and a small lancet
ventilator is in the gable. There is also a molded wood water table
and molded cornice, The bell tower is constructed in the same mater-
ial but has thinner proportioned lancet windows. There is an open
belfrey with a balustrade along four posts which support a tall oc-
tagonal steeple roof. Metal ornamentation is on the top of the steeple.
The main section is five bays deep with lancet windows in all the bays
except for the southernmost which has an entrance.

The interior is one large room with a vestibule. There are two
sections of wood pews with a center aisle. The walls are plaster
with a vertical board dado and molded chair rail. Three bays of the
roof framing are exposed. The alter is recessed and has a pointed
arch.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Chapel of Epiphany is a representative rectangular plan,
gable facade church whose architectural character is enhanced and

delicately balanced by its lofty bell tower.

Although from some

perspectives the design seems awkward, the associative value of
the bell tower creates a effective display appropriate to church

architecture in rural communities

It was built as a Swedenborgian church, and was built by

the Douglas's
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
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STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY -
EElFORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE
Michael Bourne, Architectural Consultant, & Joe Getty
ORGANIZATION DATE
Maryland Historical Trust April, 1977
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
Shaw House, 21 State Circle
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Annapolis Maryland 21401

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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