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Christ Church, Denton, is significant as an example of late 
Victorian Gothic rural architecture. It is also well maintained 
and has several exterior features which are of good design and quality 
workmanship . They reflect the stability of the institution. 

The building was constructed in 1873- 74 and was consecrated by 
Right Rev. Henry c. Lay, Bishop of the Diocese on Thu~sday, April 30, 
1874. (Eastern Shore Churchman, October 1925). 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

On the north side of Courthouse Square stands Christ Episcopal 
Church, a small frame chapel built about 1890. It is three bays 
wide and five bays deep with a two bay ' L' on the east side, north 
of the hody of the church. It is constructed upon a brick found­
ation and is covered with German siding with pilasters at the 
corners and a drop course at the base of the siding, similar to 
earlier Gothic board and batten chapels (e . g ., St. Paul's, Hills­
boro). 

There is a small vestibule in the center of the gable facade 
and a spire rising from the south gable. Both church and vestibule 
have a modified 'A' roof which flares at the bottom t:hird. o.:f the 
slope. 

The double doors are the same shape as the miter arch trim. 
Their panel detail is Eastlake in design. Flanking the vestibule 
are two narrow windows with stain glass with Art Nouveau design. 
The other windows along the body of the church are wider and have 
stain glass with geometrical design and biblical representations . 
Above the vestibule is a small rose window. 

At the corners of the square base of the spire are pilasters 
and the sides are covered with imbricated shingles . A louvered 
gablet rises from each side of the spire above the four surfaces 
of base . At the top of the square spire, which is covered with 
fish scale shingle, is a wood cross set upon a pyramidal cap. 
In the 'L' is a side door with diagonal batten exterior. Behind 
the old church is a new hall which overlooks the Choptank River. 
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Christ Church is significant as an example of late Victorian 
Gothic rural architecture . It is also very well maintained and 
has several exterior features which are of good quality and re­
flect the stabilit y of the institution which it represnets. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryl and Legisl ature , to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland , Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 S upplement. 

The Survey and Inven tory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any i nfringe­
ment of individual property righ ts. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryl and 21401 
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