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Plaindealing 

 

Architectural Survey File 

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-

chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National 

Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation 

such as photographs and maps. 

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site 

architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at 

the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft 

versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a 

thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research 

project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment. 

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust. 

 

Last Updated: 02-03-2017 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY FORM 

NR Eligible: yes ~ 
no 

Property Name: Plain dealing Inventory Number: CAR-9 

Address: 808 S 5th Ave. City: Denton Zip Code: 21629-1398 

USGS Topographic Map: Hobbs County: _C_ar_o_l_in_e _______ _ 
-----------------~ 

Owner: Carol Anne Donohue Is the property being evaluated a district? __ yes 

Tax Parcel Number: 2291 Tax Map Number: _0_10_5 __ Tax Account ID Number: ..,..0_06_8_2_4 ____________ _ 
Health Resources and Services Admin (US 

Project: _C_h_o~pta_nk_C_o_mm __ un~ity~H_e_a_lth_S~y_st_e_m_M_e_d_ic_a_l _O_ffi_1c_e_s ___ Agency: Dept. of Health and Human Services) 

Site visit by MHT Staff: x no __ yes Name: ____________ Date: 

ls the property located within a historic district? __ yes x no 

If the property is within a district District Inventory Number: 

NR-listed district __ yes Eligible district __ yes District Name: 

Preparer's Recommendation: Contributing resource __ yes no Non-contributing but eligible in another context 

If the property is not within a district (or the property is a district) 

Preparer's Recommendation: Eligible __ yes x no 

Criteria: A B x C D Considerations: A B c D E F G None 

Documentation on the property/district is presented in: 
MHT Inventory CAR-9 
"Phase I Archaeological Survey Donohue Property 808 South 5th Ave. Denton, Caroline County, Maryland" 

Description of Property and Eligibility Determination: (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map and photo) 

" ... It is a large two story brick dwelling with attached frame kitchen wing. 
The taller part of the building is built over a tall basement which is stuccoed to resemble ashlar masonry. The two 

facades are laid in Flemish bond without belt course or window heads. The windows have 4/4 sash and louvred shutters. The 
first story windows have been lengthened on both sides. The gables are laid in common bond with three rows of stretchers to 
one of headers. There are two windows on each floor. 

In the center of the principal fayade is a three story tower addition with porch on the first floor story and double 
windows with a hood on the two floors above. The 'A' roof is very steep and from each gable rises a large brick chimney. 
Beneath the roof is a fascia of vertical beaded boards with scalloped ends, extending also up each gable. 

The kitchen wing has a porch across the fayade and also has a steep pitch roof. On its gable is an exterior stone 
chimney built in the 20th century. 

Its interior is composed of a central stair hall with large room on the north and a smaller room with corridor behind 
connecting the front hall and stair hall. The trim and doors in the stair hall are original but the remainder of the woodwork is 
late 19th century. The kitchen has original exposed joists in the ceiling and otherwise a modem treatment. 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST REVIEW 
ligibility recommended ~ Eligibility not recommended 

_LA __ BL C __ D Considerations: A 
· , ' ore:)\ 

B c D E F G None 

Date 

Date 
2o\l.902ei.A Revised Oct 25, 2014 
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Its second story is divided into a stair hall, bath, corridor, and four bedrooms. The doors opening into the hall are 
original, but those in the corridor appear to be later, probably as a result of having the principal bedroom divided into two 
rooms. 

From here, the stair is enclosed to the attic, which is unfinished. The rafters are clearly late 19th century and upon 
closer examination of the gables, it is apparent that the roof was heightened when the house was remodeled." (from section 7 of 
MHT inventory, May, 1977) 

"Tradition has said that this building was built in the 1780' s as an Alms House. This tradition should be checked out, 
because the architectural characteristics of the building point to a building date in the first quarter of the 19th century. 

Also, since the other Eastern Shore counties did not develop an Alms system until 1820-30 period, it is unlikely that 
Caroline would have been ahead of the rest of the counties. 

Moreover, the building appears too fine a building to have been constructed as an Alms House. It seems more likely 
that the building was first a residence and later converted to an Alms House. 

Plaindealing is a very substantial and well appointed building of the early 19th century. Architecturally it is on par 
with Marblehead and the major portion of Daffin House. 

Historically, however, the local traditions should be accurately researched in order to determine when the Alms 
House was established and from whom they acquired the property." (from section 8 ofMHT inventory, May 1977) 

On the night of April 17,2013 the house suffered a devastating fire . On May 17th, the Town of Denton condemned the 
building, describing it as a "Dangerous Structure." On September 5,2013 , the Town of Denton Council repealed the Historical 
Facade Easement for Plaindealing (ordinance #613). At that hearing, the owner' s lawyer testified "that the dwelling cannot be 
salvaged" Also testifying was JOK Walsh, President of the Caroline County Historical Society. "Mr. Walsh talked about the 
damage caused by the fire and exposure to the weather. Mr. Walsh said "considering everything, that the CCHS supports the 
repeal and adoption of Ordinance #654 (which repealed ordinance #613)." (transcript of council meeting) 

There are large sections of the roof that are missing, probably cut out by the firefighters, now covered with temporary 
membranes. Much of the roof timber structure is badly charred. Some ceilings on the first and second floors have collapsed 
and others are extensively covered in mold. Ceilings in some rooms have been stripped down to the joists, probably by 
firefighters checking the spread on the fire within cavities. There are possibly toxic odors in cellar and in the attic. 

On the fas;ade, left (south) of the porch, the first story window is sagging and out of alignment. The courses of bricks 
above the window are also sagging. The bricks below the first floor window and above the basement window are also sagging 
and the basement window frame is torqued, indicative of a lack of structural integrity of the loading bearing wall. North of the 
porch, the brick course is sagging due to the removal of some bricks below the first floor, undermining the mortar and showing 
some slippage. North and south elevations of the fas;ade lack structural integrity. (Also most first floor shutters have been 
removed.) 

Not noted in the 1977 MHT inventory form is the large cooking fireplace, with intact metal swing for pots, along the 
south wall of the basement. Also not mentioned is the first story addition centered on the rear (west) wall and the rear roof a 
shed dormer providing light and height over the stairs. A ramp along the east side of the addition and grab bars in the second 
floor bathroom were in all likelihood added after 1977. 

A 20th century concrete block barn survives, while several 20th century frame out-buildings have collapsed, and two 
others are still standing, with stone chimneys identical to the stone chimney of the frame structure attached to the house. Ruins 
of other small outbuildings are beneath the shrubs and trees that have grown in the back yard. 

In December, 1788, The General Assembly of Maryland passed "An ACT for the relief of the poor of Caroline 
County" which called for the building of an "alms and work-house." In 1916 and 1920 publications, as well as the 1940 WPA 
history of Maryland, it is stated ---without citing a source -- that the structure was erected in 1789. According to the deed the 
property was acquired by the trustees of the poor in 1790 and recorded in 1792. (Genealogist Patricia C. Guida believes that the 
1790 date in the deed is a clerk's error and that the transaction took place in 1792 and was recorded that same year.) The 
language of the deed mentions "parcel and premise." If this language was an accurate description rather than merely a deed ' s 
standard legalese, then the 1977 MHT surveyors were right in their contention that the alms and work house was originally 
built as a home and only became an institutional building after the trustees purchased this portion of Lloyd ' s Regulations. This 
argument is reinforced by the fact that another deed recorded in 1792 only refers to "land", suggesting that the mention of a 
"premise" in the Plaindealing deed proves the house had already been built. However, JOK Walsh, president of the Caroline 
Historical Society argues for a 1792 date as the County courthouse was built 1790 to 1792 and the county could not have 
afforded to build another county building, the almshouse, until the courthouse was completed. (The marker in front of the 
present courthouse states that its predecessor was built 1797). 
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To further compound the speculation as to when the house was built, the MHT surveyors placed the date of 
construction as slightly later. Based on their analysis of the architectural form and details, they dated the house to the first 
quarter of the 19th century. 

The wooden kitchen wing south of the brick main block was apparent in a photograph published in 1916, but since the 
house had a basement cooking fireplace it is assumed this wing is most likely a 19th or very early 20th century addition. 

The first unambiguous legal documentation of the house occurs in a 1806 inventory of the possessions of the 
inhabitants of the "Poor house." Then in 1826, a deed was recorded for the 1823 sale of the almshouse to the Dukes family 
which owned the house until 1955. The Dukes were a prominent local family which eventually owned an estate consisting of 
nearly 7000 acres, incorporating the slightly less than six acres of the Plaindealing parcel and house.* According to an 
unsourced publication the Dukes remodeled the house. It was again remodeled by the next owners, the Browns, who bought the 
property in 1955, according to the current owner, Mrs. Carol Donohue. 

While the MHT inventory compares Plaindealing to Daffin and Marblehead, these later two houses are more 
representative of Georgian and/or Federal period architecture; are more distinguished in terms of massing, exterior detailing 
(especially Daffm's window and cornice dentils, and Marblehead's mullioned Federal Period half round window above the 
entrance) and interior wall detailing). The Daffin House nomination raves about the successful combination of house sections 
of different dates and later "embellishments done tastefully and {that} add rather than detract in appearance." According to its 
nomination, "Marblehead is one of the greatest Federal dwellings in Caroline County." 

Plaindealing does not meet the requirements to be designated. It does not "embody the distinctive characteristics of a 
type, period, or method of construction ... " The MHT inventory failed to meet the National Register requirement that the 
property's "significant features must be identified." It is not sufficient to state --- without citing specific features --- that it is a 
"very substantial and well appointed building of the early 19th century." Most importantly, the condemned, "dangerous" 
building has suffered substantial fire and water damage, vandalism of interior details, and is structurally unsound and is slowly 
collapsing. It lacks the requisite "integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association ... " to 
convey its supposed architectural significance (National Register Technical Bulletin 15). Especially damaging to the building's 
ability to convey any possible architectural significance is the rear addition covering the rear entrance and the fas;ade's 
projecting, central three story addition, covering the main entrance and obscuring or having destroyed any characteristic 
Georgian/Federal period detailed doors and door surrounds. The Maryland Historical Trust's guideline's "Evaluation and 
Designation of Historic Properties" states: "In addition to demonstrating significance, a property must retain physical integrity 
to reflect that significance, it must not have been substantially altered since the period when the event occurred, or the persons 
lived there." In sum, Plaindealing's architectural significance has not been established and it lacks the integrity of structure, 
architectural detailing and stylistic characteristics of the period of construction and significance, as shown with Daffm and 
Marblehead. 

*Plaindealing is described as six acres in numerous documents, but the 1973 survey shows it is 5.021 acres. 

Prepared by: Bill Lebovich Date Prepared: July 3, 2016 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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CAR-9 
Plaindealing 
Denton 
Private 

First Quarter 19th Century 

Plaindealing is located on the southern extremity of Denton on 
old Route 404. The building is a large brick building constructed 
during the first quarter of the 19th Century. In size, it resembles 
the main part of Duffin House on Tuckahoe Neck. Like the latter, 
Plaindealing was remodeled late in the 19th Century with simplified 
overtones of the Victorian Gothic style. During the remodeling, the 
roof was raised and a "tower" was added in the central bay of the 
building. 

"The Trustees of the Poor of Caroline County acquired this 
6 acre parcel of Lloyd's Regulation in March 1790 from John Cooper 
and Michael Lucas for 18i. They sold it to James Dukes in 1826 for 
$505.00 and that deed mentions the Alrno House on the lot." Horsey, 
Eleanor F., Origins of Caroline County, Vol. II. (at printer) 
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oboooq5~6f 
INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC 

Plaindealing 
ANO/ OR COMMON 

llLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

West side of Md. Rt. 404, approximately 2 miles north of Md. Rt . 16 
CITY. l'OWN 

Denton 
STATE 

Maryland 
DcLASSIFICA TION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 
_ DISTRICT _ PUBLIC 

X.BUILOING(Sl J£.PRIVATE 

_ STRUCTURE _BOTH 

_ SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
_ OBJECT _I N PROCESS 

- BEING CONSIDERED 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

J . A. Donohue III 
STREET & NUMBER 

Rt2, Box 4 
CITY. TOWN 

VICINITY OF 

STATUS 

~OCCUPIED 
- UNOCCUPIED 

_ WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
- YES· RESTRICTED 

_YES: U NRESTRICTED 

~NO 

Denton _ v1c1N1TY oF 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

REGISTRY OF DEEos.erc Caroline County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

Market Street 
CITY, TOWN 

Denton 
II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

First 
COU NTY 

Caroline 

PRESENT USE 

-AGRICULTURE _ M USEUM 

- COMMERCIAL _PA~K 

- EDUCATIONAL X PRlVATE RESIDENCE 

_ ENTERTAINMENT _ RELIGIOUS 

- GOVERNMENT _ SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_ MI LITARY _OTHER 

Telephone # : 

STATE , Zl.p code 
Ma land 21629 

Li ber # : 181 
Folio # : 710 

STATE 

Macylapd 21629 

_FEDERAL -5TATE _COUNTY --LOCAL 

D£l'OSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

_.. QTY. TOWN STATE 



II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

XGooD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

..XALTERED 

CAR-9 

CHECK ONE 

X.ORIGINAL SITE 

_ MOVED DAT~--

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Plaindealing is located on the west side of Maryland Route 
404, on the edge of Denton. It is a large two story brick dwelling 
with attached frame kitchen wing. 

The taller part of the building is built over a tall basement 
which is stuccoed to resemble ashlar masonry. The two facades 
are laid in Flemish bond without belt course or window heads. The 
windows have 4/4 sash and louvered shutters. The first story win
dows have been lengthened on both sides. The gables are laid in 
common bond with three rows of stretchers to one of headers. There 
are two windows on each story. 

In the center of the principal facade is a three story tower 
addition with porch on the first story and double windows with a 
hood on the two floors above. The 'A' roof is very steep and from 
each gable rises a large brick chimney. Beneath the roof is a 
facia of vertical beaded boards with scolloped ends, extending also 
up each gable. 

The kitchen wing has a porch across the facade and also has 
a steep pitch roof. On its gable is an exterior stone chimney 
built in the 20th century. 

Its interior is composed of a central stair hall with large 
room on the north and a smaller room with corridor behind connectin~ 
the front hall and stair hall. The trim and doors in the stair 
hall are original but the remainder of the woodwork is late 19th 
century. The kitchen has original exposed joists in the ceiling 
and otherwise a modern treatment. 

Its second story is divided into a stair hall, bath, corridor 
and four bedrooms. The doors opening into the hall are original, 
but those in the corridor appear to be later, probably as a result 
of having the principal bedroom divided into two rooms. 

From here, the stair is enclosed to the attic, which is un
finished. The rafters are clearly late 19th century and upon closer 
examination of the gables, it is apparent that the roof was height
ened when the house was remodeled. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AN O JUSTIFY BELOW 

'~EHISTORIC -ARCHEOLO<iY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PL.ANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

. ...>0-1499 -ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _I.AW 

- 1500· 1599 ....AGRICULTURE _ ECONOM ICS _ LITERATURE 

- 1800· 11!199 ~RCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _ M ILITARY 

~ 1700· 1 799 _ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

X 1800· 1899 _COMMERCE _ EXPLORATION/ SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

_ 1900. _COMM UNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _ POLITICS/GOVERNM ENT 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEM ENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_ SCULPTURE 

-SOCIAVHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_ TRANSPORTATION 

_ OTHER !SPECIFY) 

Traditi on has said that this building was built in the 1780 ' s . 
as an Alms House . This tradition should be checked out, because 
the architectural characteristics of the building point to a build
ing date in the first quarter of the 19th century. 

Also, since t he other Eastern Shore counties did not develope 
an Alms system unt il the 1820-30 period, it is unlikely that Caro
line would have been ahead of the rest of the counties. 

Moreover , the bui lding appears too fine a building to have 
been constructed as an Alms House . It seems more likely that the 
buildi ng was first a residence and later converted to an Alms House . 

Pl aindealing is a very substantial and well appointed buil ding 
of the early 19th century. Architecturally it is on a par with 
Marblehead · and the major portion of Daffin House . 

Historically, however, the local traditions Should be accu
rately researched in order to determine when the Alms House was 
est ablished and from whom they acquired the property • 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET I F NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTI NUE ON SEJ.>AR.ATE SHEET I f NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _______ _ 

VERBA L BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST All STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

~---------------------------------~~~~ STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARm BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Michael Bourne , Architectural Consultant & Joe Getty 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Maryland Historical Trust May . 1977 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

Shaw House , 21 State Circle 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Annapolis Maryland 21401 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryl and Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland , Article 41 , Section 181 KA, 
1 974 Supplement . 

The S urvey and Inventor y are being prepared for infor mat ion 
and r e cord purposes only and do not cons titute any infri nge
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryl and Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryl and 21401 
(301 ) 267-14 38 
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