CAR-9

Plaindealing First Quarter 19th Century
Denton

Private

Plaindealing is located on the southern extremity of Denton on
0ld Route 404. The building is a large brick building constructed
during the first quarter of the 19th Century. In size, it resembles
the main part of Duffin House on Tuckahoe Neck. Like the latter,
Plaindealing was remodeled late in the 19th Century with simplified
overtones of the Victorian Gothic style. During the remodeling, the
roof was raised and a "tower" was added in the central bay of the
building.

"The Trustees of the Poor of Caroline County acquired this
6 acre parcel of Lloyd's Regulation in March 1790 from John Cooper
and Michael Lucas for 18%. They sold it to James Dukes in 1826 for
$505.00 and that deed mentions the Almo House on the lot." Horsey,
Eleanor F., Origins of Caroline County, Vol. II. (at printer)
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Plaindealing is located on the west side of Maryland Route
404, on the edge of Denton. It is a large two story brick dwelling
with attached frame kitchen wing.

The taller part of the building is built over a tall basement
which is stuccoed to resemble ashlar masonry. The two facades
are lald in Flemish bond without belt course or window heads. The
windows have 4/4 sash and louvered shutters. The first story win-
dows have been lengthened on both sides. The gables are laid in
common bond with three rows of stretchers to one of headers. There
are two windows on each story.

In the center of the principal facade is a three story tower
addition with porch on the first story and double windows with a
hood on the two floors above. The 'A' roof is very steep and from
each gable rises a large brick chimmney. Beneath the roof is a
facia of vertical beaded boards with scolloped ends, extending also
up each gable.

The kitchen wing has a porch across the facade and also has
a steep pitch roof. On its gable is an exterior stone chimney
built in the 20th century.

Its interior is composed of a central stair hall with large
room on the north and a smaller room with corridor behind connectine
the front hall and stair hall. The trim and doors in the stair
hall are original but the remainder of the woodwork is late 19th
century. The kitchen has original exposed Jjoists in the ceiling
and otherwise a modern treatment.

Its second story is divided into a stair hall, bath, corridor
and four bedrooms. The doors opening into the hall are original,
but those in the corridor appear to be later, probably as a result
of having the principal bedroom divided into two rooms.

From here, the stair is enclosed to the attic, which is un-
finished. The rafters are clearly late 19th century and upon closer
examination of the gables, it is apparent that the roof was height-
ened when the house was remodeled.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Tradition has said that this building was built in the 1780's
as an Alms House. This tradition should be checked out, because
the architectural characteristics of the building point to a build-
ing date in the first quarter of the 19th century.

Also, since the other Eastern Shore counties did not develope
an Alms system until the 1820-30 period, it is unlikely that Caro-
line would have been ahead of the rest of the counties.

Moreover, the building appears too fine a building to have

been constructed as an Alms House.

It seems more likely that the

building was first a residence and later converted to an Alms House.
Plaindealing is a very substantial and well appointed building

s of the early 19th century. Architecturally it is on a par with
Marblehead and the major portion of Daffin House.
Historically, however, the local traditions ghould be accu-
rately researched in order to determine when the Alms House was

established and from whom they acquired the property.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 2
(301) 267-1438
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