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David Whiting Brick House Circa 1785
Greensboro

Private

The David Whiting house is one of the few 18th Century dwellings
remaining in Greensboro. It has an interesting form with an otherwise
simple "hall and parlor" plan. The wide gable faces the street and
has two doors on the first story with windows above on the second
story and attic. On the rear of the building is a large brick chimney
rising above the apex of the roof.

Its plan is not typical, for the fireplaces are placed on a
common wall and the original stair appears to have been in one corner
of the room, although an attic stair rises from the other rear corner
from the second story. The latter room has very good paneling across
its fireplace wall. It is a very good survival of an 18th Century
structure with period woodwork. It is in very poor condition, however,
and will need structural stabilization before it can be habitable
again.

David Whiting leased this lot of land in 1785 for 99 years. He
was a tanner and operated a tannery nearby. He also owned (or leased)
a lot across the street.

In Eleanor Horsey's Origins of Caroline County, page 57, there
is a chain of title.
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David Whiting House is a two story stuccoed brick building
located between Park Avenue and the Choptank River in the town of
Greensboro.

The building is situated upon a hill so that on the lower side
(northeast) of the house the basement forms a complete story. It's
broad gable faces the street and possesses a one story screened
porch with two windows above on both second and attic storys. A
Broad chimney rises from the back gable. On the first story of the
facade are two doors, both with glass in the upper portions.

On the southeast side are two windows on the first and second
storys, and like the facade, they have replacement 2/2 sash. At
ground level is an entrance door and small window.

Three windows with 6/6 sash light the first story of the north-
west side while there are only two 8/8 sash on the second story.
Some of these windows appear to retain original frames and possibly
sash.

A leanto addition was built onto the northeast gable of the
house covering the first and basement storys.

Inside, the old portion of the house is divided into two roomi
of nearly equal size on all floors. In the east room a stair ascends
adjacent the former chimney, which has recently collapsed into the
basement. The west room stair ascends against the southwest facade
opposite the former fireplace (bricked up). No original woodwork
remains on the first story, although blackened beams are visible
where the fireplace has fallen from the ceiling of the east room.

On the second story, the west room retains the original recessed
paneling across its fireplace wall. It consists of a stair to the
attic with small door beneath, a large panel above the mantel and
a cabinet with keystone trim. The cabinet lacks its doors, but their
markings are easily visible.

The east room also retains original paneling with trim around
the fireplace and a mantel shelf above with a large panel above the
shelf. On each side of the fireplace are vertical beaded boards,
part of which are more recent than the original work. Chair rails
have been removed from both rooms.

From the evidence of the original paneling, this house appears
to have been constructed during the lifetime of David Whiting who
leased the property between 1785-1814. The quality of the wood-
work is superior and resembles the work in Codd's Head Manor a few
miles northeast of Greensboro.
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The David Whiting House is important as the home of an 18th
century tanner who held an important position in the community

since hide was widely used for many items of daily use.

Architecturally, the house is important as one of three brick
dwellings existing in Greensboro from the time of its founding.
It is also of interest because its stucco gable is actually the
principal entrance to the building and the floor plan is unusual.

There are only two rooms on each of the four storys.

The interior

woodwork is superior on the second story and an indication of the
position the tanner held in the community.
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust e
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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