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Clinton Porter House Circa 1860
Greensboro

Private

Clinton Porter House is one of the greatest mid-19th century
dwellings in Greensboro. It is an Italianate building with typical
hip roof and five-bay facade, but the fluted pilasters at the corners
have unique Ionic capitals not seen on another house in the area.
Like most Italianate dwellings, there is a bracketed cornice. A

small three-bay front porch has been enclosed which detracts from the
original appearance.
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Clinton Porter's House is one of the greatest mid-19th century
houses in Greensboro. It is located on the west side of the street
in the first block south of the center of town.

The building is a five bay long, two story structure with an
'L' off the northwest side of the building. The walls are covered
with weatherboard and the windows have 2/2 sash on the first story
and 6/6 sash on the second story. Across three of the five bays
is an enclosed porch which detracts from the lines of the house.

At the corners of the building rise wide fluted pilasters with naieve
Ionic capitals, an unusual feature in this area. There is a bracketed
cornice at the base of the low pitch hipped roof. From each end

rises a brick chimrfey and on top is a platform, probably a widow's
walk originally.
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Clinton Porter's house is important architecturally as one of

the few mid-19th century dwellings in Greensboro. It has a curious

combination of features, in that the form and general outline of the
building, as well as the cornice is typical of plainer Italianate
farmhouses of the Easterm Shore, but the use of pilasters at the
corners of the structure is unique in Caroline and more appropriately
would be part of Federal design.
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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