
CAR-99 
Clinton Porter House 
Greensboro 
Private 

Circa 1860 

Clinton Porter House is one of the greatest mid- 19th century 
dwellings in Greensboro. It is an Italianate building with typical 
hip roof and five - bay facade, but the fluted pilasters at the corners 
have unique Ionic capitals not seen on another house in t he area. 
Like most Italianate dwellings , there is a bracketed cornice . A 
small three- bay front porch has been encl osed which detracts from the 
original appearance. 
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6NAME 
HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

Clinton Porter House 
llLOCATION 

STREET Iii NUMBER 

Main Street 
CITY. l'OWN 

Greensboro 
STATE 

Maryland 
DcLASSIFICATION 

CATE GORY OWNERSHIP 
_ DISTRICT _ PUBLIC 

XBUI LO I NG($) :X..PRIVATE 

_ STRUCTURE _ BOTH 

_ SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
_OBJECT _ IN PROCESS 

_BEING CONSIDERED 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Clinton C. Porter 
STREET Iii NUMBER 

P.O . Box 273 
CITY. TOWN 

VICINITY OF 

STATU S 

XoccuP1Eo 

- UNOCCUPIED 

_ WORK IN PROGRESS 

A CCESSIBLE 
_YES RESTRICTED 

- YES UNRESTRICTED 

XNO 

Greensboro _ v1c1N1TY oF 

IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

REGISTRY oF oeeos.ETc Caroline County Courthouse 
STREET Iii NUMBER 

Market Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Denton 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Fi rst 
COUNTY 

Caroline 

PRESENT USE 

_ AGRICULTURE _ MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _ PA:lK 

- EDUCATIONAL X...PRIVATE RES1ornce 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_ INDUSTRIAL _ TRANSPOP. . ATIOfl. 

_ MILITARY _OTHER 

Telephone #: 

STATE I zip code 
Maryland 21639 

Liber #: 158 
Folio #: 100 

STATE 

Maryland 21629 

-FEDERAL -STATE _COUNTY --lOCAL -- DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

X...GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

-DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXl'OSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

JC.ALTERED 

CAR-99 

CHECK ONE 

X-0RIGINAL SITE 
_MOVED DATE._ __ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL llF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Clinton Porter's House is one of the greatest mid-19th century 
houses in Greensboro. It is located on the west side of the street 
in the first block south of the center of town. 

The building is a five bay long, two story structure with an 
' L' off the northwest side of the building. The walls are covered 
with weatherboard and the windows have 2/2 sash on the first story 
and 6/6 sash on the second story. Across three of the five bays 
is an enclosed porch which detracts from the lines of the house. 
At the corners of the building rise wide fluted pilasters with naieve 
Ionic capitals, an unusual feature in this area. There is a bracketed 
cornice at the base of the low pitch hipped roof. From each end 
rises a brick chimrfey and on top is a platform, probably a widow's 
walk originally. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_ PREHISTORIC ....ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING -LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_ 1400-1499 ....ARCHEOLOGY· HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW 

_ 1500. 1599 ....AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

_ 1$00· 11199 Jt..l.RCHITECTURE - EDUCATION _ MILITARY 

- 1100-1799 _ART _ENGI NEERING _MUSIC 

~ 1800· 1899 _COMMERCE -EXPLORATION/ SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

_ 1900. _COMMUNICATIONS _.INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

- RELIGION 

_ SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_ SOCIAVHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_ OTHER ISPECIFYI 

Clinton Porter's house is important architecturally as one of 
the few mid-19th century dwellings in Greensboro. It has a curious 
combination of features, in that the form and general outline of the 
building, as well as the cornice is typical of plainer Italianate 
farmhouses of the Eastern Shore, but the use of pilasters at the 
corners of the structure is unique in Caroline and more appropriately 
would be part of Federal design. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



&:IMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SEP.AR.ATE SHEET I F NECESSARY 

l!l1GEOGRAPHICALDATA 
A CREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VER BAL BOU NDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

----------------------------------~~~-· STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME / TITLE 

Michael Bourne, Architectural Consultant 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Maryland Hist orical Trust June , 1977 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

Shaw House, 21 State Cir cle 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Annapolis Maryland 21401 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was o f ficially created 
by an Act o f the Maryl and Legislature , to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41 , Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement . 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes onl y and do not constitute any inf r inge­
men t of i ndi vidual p r operty righ ts. 

RETURN TO: Maryl and Historical Trust 
The Shaw House , 21 State Circle 
Annapoli s , Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-143 8 
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