
?ipe Creek Church of the 3rethren was 
organized in 1758 under the direction of SphraiM 
Stoner and ;,;artin Urner who came from Coventry 
Church (1724) in Pennsylvania. La.nd :'o:".' Pipe 
'Jree~ was donated. ;:i,s early as 1770 but the 
first log edifice was not built until 1796. 
/Jhen the confSTegation was organized in 1758 
it started the ";·Ia.ryland Brethren" and 
established itself as one of the best known 
congregations in i·Iaryland colo:1ial history. 
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

UN AME 
H1s10R1c Pipe Creek Church of the Brethren 

ANO/OR COMMON 

Pipe Creek Church of the Brethren 

IJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

NW/S Pipe Creek Road 
CITY. rowN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Linwood x viciNiTY OF Uniontown & Linwood 2 
STATE 

Maryland 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

~UILOING(S) 
_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 

_PUBLIC 

_PRIVATE 

>{_BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 

_IN PROCESS 

_BEING CONSIDERED 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME Pipe Creek Bretihren Church 

STREET & NUMBER NW/S Pipe Creek Road 

CITY. TOWN 

STATUS 

"6'occu PIED 

_UNOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
)(YES RESTRICTED 

_YES. UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

COUNTY 

Carroll 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL ~.PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT ~ELIGIOUS 
_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

Telephone #: 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER 

Linwood 
STATE I Zl.p code 

x__ v1c1N1TY oF Uniontown & Linwood Md. 'J-. \ 1 b:\ 
0LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

couRTHousE. Carroll County Office Building 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC (exempt records) 
STREET & NUMBER 

225 North Center Street 
CITY. TOWN Westminster 

Liber #: NONE 
Folio #: 

STATE 

Maryland 

m REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN 

_FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

iXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

, -:fJNALTERED 

-~LTERED 

fHECK ONE 

&R1GrNAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The buildi~ faces south/east towards New Windsor nd is situated 30-4o yards 
off a small road lPipe Creek) which runs between Uniontown and Lin o::>d. It is 
built into a gently sloped hill in a valley, with much foliage and higher hills 
around it. The road runs off Maryland 84 South; sighs direct one to the 
h:Btoric site. 

The structure is one story, with an attic and working b:i.sement. The S/E 
facade is 8-bays in length, as is the back of the rectangi...fOT building. The N/E 
and s/w ends are 3-bays in width. A coursed stone foundation anchors the 
American brick bond building, with 4/4 windows on the first fl::>or, 2/2 in the 
attic all with blind shutters and plain trim. '!be wooden gable roof is covered 
with standing seam, painted red, to continue the pattern of the two single 
brick interior end chimneys. '!be facade features three double panelled en
trance doors with rectangular transom lights. 'Ibey are framed in plain trim. 

The interior has been completely refurbished, not only in 19.54, but as 
recently as 1976. Window structure and attic appears to ba the only remaining 
original features. The rectangular nave is eleven pews deep with three aisles, 
which lead to the chancel area. In back of the chancel, on either side are 
study rooms. The .narthex is entered through the southern most (leftside) 
entrance door. Recently enclosed stairs lead to a working basement, with 
kitchen and Sunday School areas as well as a museum room used to preserve some 
of the original furnishings, i.e. old cradle, iron cauldron, bonnets, etc. 
The attic runs the length of the building and the orignnal wood structure is 
intact and eXJ)Osed. Horizontal beams support the diagonal structures and wood 
shingles. The facade has three marble markers evenly spaced above the window 
and door line reading: Founded A.D. 1866 Rebuilt 

A.D. 1806 A.D. 1891 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



l!J SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 
_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

/iaoo-1a99 

_ 1900-

--ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

__ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

--AGRICULTURE 

__ARCHITECTURE 

--ART 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

_COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION 

_ECONOMICS 

_EDUCATION 

_ENGINEERING 

_EXP LORA TION!SETTLEM ENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

SPECIFIC DATES :! ,t l~e~ \2{~b l'!\~I BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

CARR.- t1 i 

»ELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

,;(o'.THJR I SPECIFY)/ _ 
. {l()/tJAo..L ~, 

The Church of the Brethren :-las organized an:l originated by Alexander 
i•1ack in Germany in 1708. He decided that the teachings of Christ and the 
Apostles were to be practiced faithfully in order to complete a Christian 
education and li1~e. The New Worl:l, showing promise for religious freedom, 
was open territory for these soul-searching persons. They immigrated, settled 
and orgainzed a Mother Church in Germantow:1, Pennsylvaiia, on Christmas Day, 
1723. Alexander ?-lack came to the states in 1729, establishing five churches 
in Pennsylvania, enroute. This included Coventry in 1724. This inturn 
produced the Pipe Creek offspring. Ephraim Stoner and Martin Urner came to 
Maryland and in 1758, organized that congregation. It became a predominant 
colonial church, included in what is now known as the Eastern district of 
1'!ar1land. 

For ~ore than thirty years, services and ~eetings were held in barns 
and homes. An Ulrich C!nunpacker donated land as a site for a ch'.lrch in 1770, 
in ad:lition to a parcel of land donated in 1729 by one Philip Englar. 
Land was certainly op2n for construction, but the first building, a log 
school house (no longer standing) was not built until 1796. This was used 
for worship and educatio::-i. In 1806, the first Pipe Creek Ch·rrch -:-Tas b'.lilt 
on the same site where the present structure stands. It stood as one of the 
very earliest German-Baptist Brethren church - meeting house in America. In 
1866 this building was enlargel, ani in 1891 it ms rebuilt entirely. In 
1848 lani was deeded for the Pipe Creek Cemetary. In 1954 the interior was 
co~pletely remodelled for better arrangement, facilities, etc. 

?ipe Creek has a uniq_"J.e position in Yiar1land's religious histor.1. 
When organized in 17 58 it maie the Mar.1land Brethrens, a:-id was important 
as a c.:mt:c-i bution to colonial history, because it w::i,s one of the best known 
congregatio:1.s in fue coloni::i,l period in :·Iarylan::l. It is considered by many to 
be the nother-church of the Maryland Brethren. 

It is interesting to note that the present building is void of 
extraneous detail - is very simple =i,n:l functional in plan and unobtrusive in 
general. Even in the twentieth centruy, the "Dunlr.a.rds' , as the Brethrens 
were called in Europe an:i Pa. (the reason being enersion at baptism) were not 
caught up in follo..,ing co'1.temporary fashion. 

The Present church stan:ls as a ;;ionument to the history of Pipe 
Creek Church of the Brethren Eis '::,.):::y. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



CARR-l ti 
IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

"Gospel ;.:essenger" (Brethren) 8-22-36 
Eastern :·iaryland Bi-Cenntennial Anniversary pamphlet p:it out by "Church of the 

Brethren" 1758-1958 
"Service of Rededication of Pi:pe Creek Church of the 3rethren" (pa;np':ilet 2uly 11, 

1954) 
"History of Pipe Creey: Church" ~. W, Stoner 19·J6 

CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

Dl]GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

-continued.-

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE 
I·'Iaryland 

COUNTY 
Carroll 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

?red.i Eckharlt historic site surveyor 

ORGANIZATION DATE -J r ' ~J 
Carroll County Cor,rni ttee of the I·:arylani Historical Trust I cJ...l - l r 7 D 

STREET & NUMBER 

21'.) East ;:ain 3t:::-eet 
CITY OR TOWN 

«lestr::inster 

TELEPHONE 

848-6494 
STATE 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 
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?ipe ';ree:-:. Church of the Brethren 
~ . ' 
"-'lDWOOG. 

9 ::ajor Bibliographical Re:erences 

3al ti:nore Sun -:.lednesd.ay July 7, 19_54 "An SClrly Church Jeiic?.te:. A::-isw" 
"by Robert G. Breen 

'::'he :'.)e;-;-,ocr3-tic Acivocate (Westminster~· 2-26-J? 
"Church of the Brethren" 25'Jth Anniversary :p3.:nphlet 1708-1958 
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Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR a.1el!'I' 
(Dec. 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE N. It. f,£\J) Sn50i:• 

QJ. ita.U~ATIOMAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
..,. ~\sio"' .... n1. IMVEMTORY - MOMIMATIOM FORM 

STAT£: 

J\ll D 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 
~.,. \104 ~O· 2.~ -
6~~"'"''°\,.\cz,, (Type all entries - complete applicable sections) 

ltNTftY NUMBER I DAT£ 

., .... 
COMMON: 

ANOI OR HIST0~1 

f2. LOCATION 
STREET ANC' NUMBIER1 

CITY OR TOWN; 

\,viu.~ t-!nAJ°"l'\ 
STATE 

13. CLASSIFICATION 
CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

I coo
1
E 

I 
----------

OWNF.RSHIP 

''· ~ ..... ''" 

'COUNTY: 

I {/!...AA .. &-!,\ 

STATUS 

I 
.. 

, 

I coca: 

I 

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC 

District 0 Building r:r Public a 
O
D 

Public: Acquisition: Oc:c:upied 

Unac:c:vpled 

eJ Yu: 

Site D Structure D Private In Prac:eaa O Restricted 

Object D 
Bath Being Considered 

0 
0 PreaerYOtlan woro UnreatTic:ted 

In pr09reu 0 ~o: 

PRESENT USE (Check One ar Mare ee Approprlale) 

A11ric:ulturol 0 Government 0 Park 0 Transportation 0 Comments 

Commercial 0 Industrial 0 Private Rea ldence 0 Other (Specify) D 
Educational 0 Military 0 ReUgious g-
El"tertoinment D Museum D Scientific 0 

'"· OWNER OF PROPERTY 
OWNERS N AMEi 

STREET ANO NUMBEft: 

I STATE : I CODE 

I 
CITY OR TOWN: 

15. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION ' 
COURTHOUSE, RE:GISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: 

( t'\_,.~~ f"r <.-( l .e-vt...-~4 
STREET ANO NUMl!IER 1 ' 

I COOE 

I 
I ST A TE \,u....J' . 

ACREAGE APPROXIMATE ACREAGE oor NnMtNATED PftOPERTY i 

I.. ftPftESEHtATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE OF SURVl!Y: 

DATE OF SURVEY: Federal n Stat• 0 Cavnty 0 
DEPOSITORY FOi' •URVEY ftlECOftD•: 

STREET AND NUMBll:ft 1 

0 
0 
-El 

0 

n 
0 
c 
z ... 
-< 

Ill z 
-i "' :II 0 
-< ;v 
z z 
c "V 
c "' 
II C 

CITY OR TOWN: I C:ODll: 
; "' _..._m 

I CJ 0 
"' z ... ,... 
Ill ~ 
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CONDITION 
(Cited One) 

Escell-t [iJ" GoM O Fair O Deteriorated 0 Ruin• 0 UnexpoHcl 0 

INTEGRITY 
(Checlc One) (Cited One) 

Altered 13'" Unaltere4 O Move4 0 Orlglnal Site i;a-
DllSCftl•ll THll PRllSE.NT AND ORIGINAL (II....._, PHYSICAL APPEAftANCll 
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llJ/"t l9MlflC#lc;I . 

Pl!: .. 100 (Clf•clr One or•-•• Approprl•le) 

Pre.Columblcm 0 16th Century 0 18th Century 0 2Chh Century 0 
I.5th Centyry 0 17th Century D 19th Century ~ 

SPl!:C I Fl c DAT EISI (If Appllceble end Known> \ t(S'"l 
AAltAS OF SIGNIFICANCI!: (Clteclr One .., More ee APP<OPrl•t•) 

Abor lglnol Educotlon 0 Polltlcol 0 Urban Planning 0 
Prehluorlc D Engineering 0 Rel iglon/Phi- Other (Speolty) 0 
Historic 0 Industry 0 losophy 0 

Agriculture D Invention 0 Science 0 
Art 0 Landscape Sculpture D 
Commerce 0 Architecture 0 Socio I/Human• 

Communlcotions D llteroture 0 itarian D 
ConHrvotion 0 Miiitary 0 Theater 0 
Architect.-• 0 Music 0 Transportation 0 

5TATEMl!:NT OF SIGNl .. ICANCE (Include Per•-•••· Defee, E•enle, l!tc.) 

. 

' 
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•• MA.IOI ll&LIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES .. , .. 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA -, . 
L.ATITUDE AND L.ONGITUOE COORDINATES 0 L.ATITUDE AND L.ONGITUDE COORDINAT~ 

DEl"INING A RECTANGL.£ L.OCATING THE PROPERTY DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

R 01'" L.ESS THAN ONE ACRE 

CORNER L.ATITUDE L.ONGITUDE L.ATITUOE L.ONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Deg•••• Minutes Seconds Deg•••• Minul•• Seconds De gr••• Minutes Seconds 
NW 0 . . 0 . . 0 . . 0 . . 
NE 0 . . 0 . . 
SE 0 . . 0 . . 
SW 0 . . 0 . . 

L.IST Al-I.. STATES AND COUNTIES l'OR PROPERTIES OVERL.APPING ITATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE: CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE' CODE COUNTY I CODE 

STATE1 CODE COUNTY I CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY : CODE. 

n.1. FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME ANO Tl TL.E: 

~. 12.. rL A. ..1 fc?-LV~-v~ 7 
ORGANl%ATION \.-' 

IDAT; 2/ 7 D J\tt-1 'r 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN 1 STATE CODE 

12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICAT'ION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFtCATION 

As the desianated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

honal Hislonc Preservation Act of 1966 (Public IAw 
I herebv certify that this property la included in the 

89-665), l hereby nominate this property for inclusion Natioul Re&iater. 

in the National Register and certlry that lt has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and proceclares set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
Chief, Olllce of Archeology and Hl1tor1c Preaervation 

level of slgnilicance of this nomination la: 

National D State 0 Local D 

Date 

Name 
ATTEST: 

Title 

Keeper of The National Re•l•tet 

Date [late 
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