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Martin Gross "E" Cottage 

Springfield Hospital Center 

Sykesville 

1905 

Public 

Built to house male epileptics, "E" Cottage is a two story, flemish 

bond brick building. Located east of the original quadrangle of buildings, 

"E" Cottage displays a slate hipped roof and forms an H shaped layout, 
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State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE ~yes no 

1. Name (indicate preferred name} 

historic 
Men's Group "E" Cottage 

and/or common 
Martin Gross "E" Cottage 

2. Location Springfield Hospital center 

street & number _ not for publication 

city, town Sykesville _ vicinity of congressional district 6 

state Maryland county Carroll 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district 
~ building(s) 
__ structure 
__ site 

,~--,- object 

Ownership 
~public 
__ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
__ being considered 
~-not applicable 

Status 
_occupied 
~ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
~ yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_no 

Present Use 
_agriculture 
_commercial 
__ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_museum 
__ park 
_ private residence 
_religious 
__ scientific 
_ transportation 
~other: Hospital 

~. \.-. 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing address.es of all owners) 

name Department of Health and Mental Hygi.ene 

street & number 201 West Preston Street telephone no.: 301-225-6816 

city, town Baltimore state and zip codeMaryland 21201 

5. Location of Legal Description 
. Carroll County Courthouse Annex, Rm. G-8 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. · liber 

street & number 55 North Court Street folio 

city, town Westminster state .Maryland 21157 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

date _federal _ state __ county __ local 

.Jej:>osltory for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
__ excellent 
__ g.ood 
_1S._ fair 

--. deteriorated 
__ ruins 
__ unexposed 

Check one 
__ unaltered 
__ xaltered 

Check one 
~ origln~I site' 
__ moved date of move 

Survey No. CARR-1204 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists· today·. 

''E'' Cottag.e .of the Martin Gross complex is a fl~mish cl:X)pd brj,gk bufi~fJ~' ( ' 
which displays a lopsided H plan. The main block measures three bays wide 
and five bays deep. The connecting_ wings of three bays are perpendicular 
to the main block while the north and south pavilions are parallel to the main 
block. The parallel pavilions differ in size. The northernwing measureE;' ·one 
bay wide ~nd three h3.ys deep, while the southern wing provides tp(:tesymrt\ei;:.rtcal 
appearance with larger dimensions of tWJ bays wide and five bays deep'.' The' • 
entire building is two stories high and exhibits a hipped roof, 

The- central block displays features which appear on the rest of the;: , 
building. A molded brownstone water table decorates the bclse of the :building. 
The ground level openings show a segmented arch lintel composed of two rows 
of header bricks and a smooth stone sill. The brownstone sills of the first 
floor windows are interrupted by a. brick string course. The 12/12 double-hung 
windows exhibit a brownstone lintel with alternating voussoirs and ... i':l- raised 
keystone. The second floor windows repeat the same pattern. - Theflii}?p"ec;l , : 
roof has a .large overhang with plain bracketing on the soffit. 

Both a dormer and a brick chimney project above the roof on 'tlie 
block. The hipped dormer is centrally located with casement w}.ndbws and _a·· 
hipped, slate roof. The interior chimney is enhanced by decorative -bri~k :, , 
VVDrk on the flue. A hipped dormer also appears on the northern pavilion. 
In contrast, the west and east wall of the southern pavilio!l _exhibits an 
interior wall chimney. A string course decorates the rim.of--the chimneys. 

The east face of the building repeats the fenestration patte':tn q_nd the 
architt:!ctural features. The main distinction on the east wall j.s a one , , . 
story, flemish bond brick addition attached to the main blo~k •. The add:iitibn·· 
measures five bays wide and tWJ bays deep and imitates similar features of 
the original building such as a brick water table, hipped roof, and bracketed 
eaves. 

The southern wall of the southern pavilion displays a brick and shiJ:lg:J;:~,d, 

addition which is supported by brick piers. A hipped, slate--covered roof 
covers the addition. Half of the face of the addition is covered by fishscg_.J,~1 . 

shingles while the remaining half exhibits a brick face. 



8. Significance Survey No. CARR-1204 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ prehistoric __ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning __ landscape architecture __ religion 
r·~ 1400-1499 __ archeology-historic __ conservation __ law __ science 

_ 1500-1599 __ agriculture __ economics __ literature __ sculpture 
__ l6i50::1'699',,,,::::X:a"icifiHeeture =.:_:_:education' .-- military ~social/ 
-- 1700-1799 __ art __ engineering ' __ music humanitarian 
·~·rso0-1·a99· ··~eornm~rc~·· · '" '' ···"'"· C~·exprolatio'n/'settfe'fnenf __ philosophy __ theater 
~ 1900- __ communications __ industry . __ politics/government __ transpooation 

__ invention __ other (specify) 

Specific dates 1905 Builder/ Archi'te~T) ~'Gntal'o wn 

check: A£i:>l:Lc;.?bJ~ ... Grtt2IJ"'~J .. ;. }{14 i D 
and/:cYt: l'.?Vi 0··-;i;:•,,;2 

Applicaql~ Exception: 
J -o· - 3, l,.:!..Ci.;'}:~~-')O.V~'f<.~· . .;,J.~ 

A ,____,_ B : .,,__ C D _E F G 

PrepaZ-e .. J:io;th ... a summiir~~,Par.agraph of :.s,i.gnihcance and··~ gertrral statement of history and 
support-. ·· ·· - - .. , --- - - ·· ··· ··· -- ' 

Erected as the fifth residential hospi.tal'~fuilding within the Martin 
Gross complex, "E" Cottage was specifically designed to bousf male epileptics. 
Accommodating 85 patients, "E" Cottage was completed in 1905. The original 
plan of the ·hospital call,ed ·fo_r a seperate colo_ny for epileptic patients. 
While this seperat:e' 1·'trn'±t"·of ''bUiltt•i:hgS: •>Ja'sl i-eve:rtclially constructed in 1924, the 
hospital, needed accommodations for tP,e.",,epileptic patient shortly after 
Springft'eia-was·established. · The co.;,,struction of "Et' Cottage fulfilled the 
irnmediat;~ need for epileptic housing,. , ;r'I:ie cottage even provided its own 
dining roo:m.. \ , ''• 

/'- The individual building for the epileptics~.~l;"eflected the accepted practice 
·toward· ·the· misunderstood Cl.isease~ ·Epileptics, ~re often segregated from the 
other mental patients because the seizures were viewed as di.sruptive 
-to other.patients, In additic;m, .in between the seizures, the patients often 
lacked any sign of mental illness. "E" Cottage complete with dining room 
re.inforced ... this-segregation.'::':"' 

The architectural detail of "E" Cottage is: limited but the detail the 
building __ do.es portray. ha'§~'~~"''retainedL The_ yi,sual integrity of the 
building is somewhat diminished by a large steel fire escape ramp which 
.:rug!? f;r:Q:rn,,, t;J1,e ,.i;;,~g,Q:tJ<;l,:(,190,J::" :9'f:2f:hE?, 9q1;rt;.I}E?:i;U~J2~Yflion to the first floor 
entrance on the main block. Though the building does not display 
ornamentation which is similar to the original buildings: of the group, 
"E" Cottage certainly contributes to the architectural homogeneity in 
its choice 'of maheria,lStr:·massin!fJ:;var;id>de·s'ign. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No.cAR...~-1204 

1 o. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property ---------
Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale ______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references: 

ALU I I 1 I I I I I I sw I I 1··1 ·I I I I· I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

cLLJ l.__._~ ....... --..1 ~' ...__._............_ __ __ ol.iJ I l I I I 
E LLJ I I ~' .....__._............_ ___ F Li_j I I I I 
G LJ_J I I I......_.,__.___..__ __ H l..iJ I I I 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11 . Form Prepared By 

name/title I.,auren L, Bowlin 

organization Office of Planning, DHMH date 6/86 

street & number 201 West Preston Street telephone 301-225-6816 
,. '., 

city or town Baltimore state Maryland 212 01 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 
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