
CARR-1299 

Jacob Stermer Farm 
5225 Wentz Road 
Melrose (vicinity) 

The Jacob Stermer farm is located on part of the original land patent called "Troy". Its early 
history seems to be one of speculation, and possibly tenancy being sold every couple of years 
until purchased in 1833 by George Bowser of Manheim Township, York County, Pennsylvania. 
Bowser held. the farm until 1862 when he sold it to Jacob Stermer for $3000. The 1876 
assessment notes a two-story stone house on the property valued at $350.00. The two-story 
stone house currently on the property has a datestone in the east gable end that reads "S.B.S. 
1899". Most likely, the existing house was built between 1866 and 1876 for Jacob Stermer and 
was altered and updated in the late 1890's by his son. The log barn and hog pen were once very 
common agricultural buildings on the Carroll County landscape but are now very rare, and their 
survival here is of note. 

KS/lh: 6/ l 7 /92: signif4a.ken 



Survey No. CARR-1299 

Maryland Historical Trust ·MARYC _ _ Magi 

State Historic Sites Inventory Form ,·, AND INVENTORY~O~,OE 
. HISTORIC PROPERTIEsr.:· 

··" 

1. Name (indicate pref erred name} 

historic Jacob Stenner Fann (preferred) George Bowser Fann 

and/or common "Springstede" 

2. Location 

street & number 5225 Wentz Road 

city, town Melrose 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district
~ building(s) 
_structure 
_site 
_object 

/r,...,,.-..'" 

Ownership 
_public 
_xprivate 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
___xnot applicable 

_x_ vicinity of congressional district 

county Carroll 

Status 
_.x occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_work in progress 
Accessible 
-~yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_no 

Present Use 
_x_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

No. 

_yes no 

_ not for publication 

_museum 
_park 
_x_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of~ owners) 

name Roger E. Nelson, J. 

street & number 5225 Wentz Road telephone no. : 374-6877 

city, town Manchester state and zip code Maryland 21102 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Courthouse Annex liber 677 

street & number 55 North Court Street folio 264 

city, town Westminster state Maryland 

&. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

date _federal _state _county _local 

apository for survey records 

city, town state 



7 · Description 
Survey No. CARR-1299 

Condition 
-excellent - deteriorated 

Check one 
-unaltered 

Check one 
_K_ original site --X good -ruins ----.X altered -fair -unexposed - moved date of move 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general 
various elements as it exists today. description of the resource and its 

Summary: The Jacob Stermer Farm, at 5225 Wentz Road, is located on the southeast 
side of the road, halfway down a steep ridge. The rubble fieldstone house with stone 
quoins is a two-story, four:..bay banked structure with its primary facade facing south, 
away from the road. This elevation is probably of Pennsylvania Farmhouse plan with 
two central entrances. The second story has four 9/9 double hung sash. There is a 
console cornice with applied jigsawn trim on the fascia. Just below the gable peak of the 
east elevation is a datestone that reads "S.B.S. 1899." Attached to the west elevation of 
the house by recent infill is a banked, one-story, two-bay rubble fieldstone summer 
kitchen. The barn is a V-notched, double-crib log structure on a banked rubble fieldstone 
foundation. The whole barn is sided in corrugated metal. The hog pen is a one-story, 
V-notched log and frame building with board-and-batten siding on a rubble stone 
foundation. The building was constructed in two stages, first with a log crib that was 
added onto with a frame expansion on the southwest and northwest sides. 

The Jacob Stermer Farm, at 5225 Wentz Road, is located on the southeast side of 
the road, halfway down a steep ridge. It is about two miles north-northeast of Melrose 
and about one-quarter of a mile south of the Maryland-Pennsylvania border. The farm 
complex consists of a stone house and stone summer kitchen now attached to the west 
end, a log barn to the east, a log hog pen between the two, and several other out 
buildings. They are laid out on a linear plan. Wentz Road formerly curved around .the 
house and barn, coming very close to the latter, but has been relocated north in the 
twentieth century. The old road bed survives now as a driveway for the farm. 

The rubble fieldstone house with stone quoins is a two-story; banked structure 
with its primary facade facing south, away from the road. This elevation has an exposed 
foundation wall of four bays, with 6/6 double hung sash and a new door in the third bay. 
There is a new one-story enclosed porch on a stuccoed masonry foundation that probably 
replaces a similar original porch. This porch obscures the first story, which is probably 
of Pennsylvania Farmhouse plan with two central entrances. The second story has four 
919 double hung sash. There is a console cornice with applied jigsawn trim on the fascia, 
centered over each window and wrapped around the corners. The gable roof is now 
covered with wood shakes, but was.reportedly originally sheathed with slate. There is an 
external brick chimney of recent vintage centered on the west elevation. The east 
elevation is two bays, with 9/9 double hung sash on both stories and 1/1 sash in the gable 
end. Just .below the peak is a datestone that reads "S.B.S. 1899." The north elevation is 
three bays, with 9/9 double hung sash and a new door in the west bay of the first story. 
The cornice is identical to the south elevation, again with the trim centered over each 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST Survey No. CARR-1299 
STATE HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY FORM 

Description (continued) Section 7 Page 2 

window and the consoles between them. There is a one-story, two-bay porch with recent 
foliate steel posts in the center and west bays of the first story. 

Attached to the west elevation of the house by recent infill is a banked, one-story, 
two-bay rubble fieldstone summer kitchen. The north elevation has a new door in the 
east bay and new 4/4 sash in the west bay. The west elevation has a single nine-light 
sash in the cellar, a new 4/4 sash in the first story, and a four-light sash in the gable end. 
The south elevation has a single eight-light sash in the west bay of the cellar and a 
vertical board door in the east bay. The first story has a recent 15-light bow window. 
There is a wood shake gable roof with internal brick chimney centered on the east 
elevation. 

The barn is a V-notched, double crib log structure on a banked rubble :fieldstone 
foundation with stone quoins and a rebuilt cantilevered overshoot facing south. The ramp 
on the north elevation spans the entire length of the barn. The east and west elevations 
each have two wood vents with diamond-section louvers. The south elevation of the 
lower story is rubble fieldstone and is ten bays, alternating with a door, vent, door, vent, 
two doors, vent and door. The doors are all re-built vertical beaded-edge board dutch 
doors on new strap hinges, and the vents all have diamond-section wood louvers. 

The upper story has been cut back and the wall rebuilt due to deterioration. It is 
now five bays, with three nine-light windows separated by two corrugated metal doors. 
The whole barn is sided in this corrugated metal. The east and west elevations have a 
louvered vent in the gable end. The north elevation contains a roll-up door in the east 
bay and large double doors on rollers in the center. The gable roof has a longer slope on 
the south, and is covered with standing seam metal, with three recent ridge vents that are 
square in plan. 

The hog pen is a one-story, V-notched log and frame building with board-and
batten siding on a rubble stone foundation. It has a standing seam metal gable roof. The 
northwest elevation has two openings high on the wall. The southeast elevation has four 
or five low openings that provided access to the pens for the hogs. The building was 
constructed in two stages, first with a log crib. That was added on to with a frame 
expansion on the southwest and northwest sides. The structure is deteriorating and is 
open to the elements now. 

North of the house is a wagon shed with corrugated metal siding over beaded
edge, tongue-and-groove vertical wood siding and a standing seam metal roof. It is three 
bays long with two light sash that have flat wood surrounds with gabled pediments above. 
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The east end has roll-up door with a beaded-edge, tongue-and-groove vertical board dutch 
door to the south of it. South of the barn is a poultry house with corrugated metal siding 
and offset gable roof with standing seam metal covering. The entrance is through a 
vertical, beaded-edge, tongue-and-groove wood dutch door on the west end .. 
KS/lb: 6/4/92: descrip4 .ken 



8. Significance Survey No. CARR-1299 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_ prehistoric 
_1400-1499 

_archeology-prehistoric _community planning _landscape architecture_ religion 
_archeology-historic _conservation _ law - science 

'1500-1599 __x agriculture _ economics _ literature - sculpture 
1600-1699 

_1700-1799 
~ 1800-1899 
_1900-

__x architecture _ education _ military - social/ 
_art _engineering _ music humanitarian 
_commerce _ exploration/settlement _ philosophy _ theater 
_ communications _ industry _ politics/government _ transpo~ation 

_ invention _other (specify) 

Specific dates Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

A _B 'i._C _D 

A B c D E F 

Level of Significance: _national _state ~local 

G 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a gert~ral statement of history and 
support.· ' 

Summary: The Jacob Stermer farm is located on part of the original land patent called 
"Troy". Its early history seems to be one of speculation, and possibly tenancy being sold 
every couple of years until purchased in 1833 by George Bowser of Manheim Township, 
York County, Pennsylvania. Bowser held the farm until 1862 when he sold it to Jacob 
Stermer for $3000. The 1876 assessment notes a two-story stone house on the property 
valued at $350.00. The two-story stone house currently on the property has a datestone 
in the east gable end that reads "S.B.S. 1899". Most likely, the existing house was built 
between 1866 and 1876 for Jacob Stermer and was altered and updated in the late 1890's 
by his son. The log barµ and hog pen were once very common agricultural buildings on 
the Carroll County landscape but are now very rare, and their survival here is of note. 

Historic Period: Agriculture, Architecture 
Geographic Organization: Piedmont 
Chronological/Development Period: Agricultural-Industrial Transition A.D. 1815-1870 

1870-1930 
Industrial/Urban Dominance A.D. 

Resource Types: Small Family Farmstead, Rural vernacular 

The Jacob Stermer farm is located on part of the original land patent called 
"Troy." Its early history seems to be one of speculation, and possibly tenancy, being sold 
every couple of years until purchased in 1833 by George Bowser of Manheim Township, 
York County, Pennsylvania. The parcel consisted of 145 acres and sold for $1300. This 
seems to mark the beginning of the tract as a working farm. The current owner of the 
property judged the Log Barn, based on unknown sources, to have been built around 
1840, and the date is probably pretty accurate. The log hog pen on the property was 
probably constructed in the period 1833-1840 as well. The 1841 tax assessment does not 
list out-buildings on the property, but it does tell us that Bowser had a stone house and 
that the value of his farm was now up to $2030.00. Clearly he was a successful farmer, 
for his livestock was worth $322.00. What happened to the ~tone house we can't be 
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sure, for by 1852 he was living in a wood house. Bowser's farming operation seems to 
have shrunk for his livestock was now only worth $112, but this was still an average 
valuation. Bowser held the farm until 1862 when he sold it to Jacob Stermer for $3000. 

Stermer, too, seems to have been a successful farmer, the value of his livestock at 
$636.00 being inordinately high. He also owned $115.00 worth of farm machinery, 
indicating that he was a progressive agrarian. This no doubt helps to account for his 
success. The 1866 assessment, which values the 145 acre farm at $3625.00, lists a log 
house and frame barn on the property. Most likely this is an error and should have read 
frame house and log barn, or perhaps both were log but the appraiser did not realize that 
the barn, then covered with siding, was of log construction. A log barn does exist on the 
property, but is not likely that a log barn would have been built after 1866. At any rate, 
the 1876 assessment notes that a log barn was standing on the property and with the other 
out-buildings was worth $500. More interesting is the mention of a two-story stone 
house on the property valued at $350.00. The two-story stone house currently on the 
property has a datestone in the east gable end that reads "S.B.S. 1899", suggesting that it 
was constructed after Jacob Stermer died and the farm was purchased by his son, Samuel 
Stermer, in 1894. Yet the assessments do not list any additions, or new construction on 
the farm between 1876 and 1910. Most likely, then, the existing house was built 
between 1866 and 1876 for Jacob Stermer and was altered and updated in the late 1890's 
by his son, who out of pride, rechristened the house by installing a new datestone. There 
are other recorded instances of this process elsewhere in Carroll County. The interior of 
the house was not accessible for examination of construction details and finishes that 
might corroborate this supposition. 

Jacob Stermer seems to have remained a prosperous husbandman. His livestock 
in 1876 of four horses worth $200.00, six cattle worth $170.00, five sheep worth $10.00, 
and seven hogs worth $48.00 is above the average. The inventory compiled in 
November 1892 following his death creates a good portrait of a Carroll County farm in 
this period. Stermer had obviously scaled back his operation as he got older, so that now 
he had one horse, two cows, three hogs, three pigs, and 30 chickens. In his possession, 
and probably stored in the barn, were about 50 bushels of wheat, 75 of rye, 100 of oats, 
17 of potatoes, and about 30 barrels of com. There was also grain still in the ground. 
In 1876 he had owned a Rockaway (carriage) and buggy. He still owned a carriage and 
held a half-interest in a springwagon, as well as the necessary harness. In his house, 
Stermer had a table, sink and water bend, twelve chairs, a cupboard, clock, sewing 
machine, drawer, four beds, two chests, a bureau, a lounge, a cradle, a looking glass, 
benches, a coal stove, about 30 yards of carpet, an oil cloth (a predecessor of linoleum, 
for covering the floor), a kettle, tubs, buckets and cooking tools. The sale of his 
personal property identified other household goods, including two rocking chairs, a 
spinning wheel, coffee mill, wash machine, chum, krout cutter, gun and quilt. Also 
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listed were foodstuffs, giving one an idea of the variety available in the diet of Carroll 
Countians at the end of the last decade. This included blackberries, cucumbers, cabbage, 
dried applies, apple butter, pear butter, grapes and vinegar. The amount garnered in the 
sale of all these items was $975.64. 

Jacob sold off a large portion of his land, 59 acres, (possibly to a son to set up his 
own farm), at an unknown date. The remaining 86 acres stayed in the Stermer family at 
least until 1962, which would have been 100 years, or three generations. The log barn 
and hog pen were once very common agricultural buildings on the Carroll County 
landscape but are now very rare, and their survival here is of note. Where most log 
barns are double crib structures separated by a threshing floor and with a frame 
overshoot, this barn has two threshing floors between the two cribs. The threshing floors 
are separated by a framed bent. There is also an additional framed bay on the east end 
of the barn. 

KS/lh: 6/ 4/92: signif4 .ken 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. CARR-1299 

Carroll County Land Records, Baltimore County Land Records 
Tax Assessments, 1841, 1852, 1866, 1876, 1876-96, 1896-1910 
1862 & 1877 Maps 
Jacob Stenuer Inventory GMP 15-247 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 41 48 acres 
Quadrangle name Manchester Quadrangle scale 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references-

ALU I I I I I I I I ew I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

c LU ._I .......__. ____ _ oLJJ I I I I 
E LLJ ...... I .............. ____ _ F Li_j I I I I 
G Li.J ...... I ........_. __ _ H LJj I I I 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

1:24000 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Kenneth M. Short, Historic Planner 

organization Carroll County Department of Planning date June 19, 1992 

street & number 225 North Center Street telephone (410) 857-2145 

city or town Westminster state Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

MARYLAND HISTORICA.L TRUST 
DHCP/DHCC 

100 COMMUN\lY Pl.AC1-
CROWNSVILLE, MD 21032r2023 

l ·514-7600 

PS-2746 



Robert Leroy & Margey 
Lou Poetzman 

Michael Adam Sofinowski 
& wife Carolyn M. 

Horatio J. & wife Lettie 
M. Stermer 

Samuel & Melvinah 
Stermer - wife 

Levi Stermer & wife 
Mandilla & Catherine 
Sauers, daughter of Jacob 
Stermer, dee.; Jacob dee. 
intestate 

George Bowser (made 
mark) 

John Striewig, Jr. & wife 
Margaret 

Henry Timanus 

Carroll 

Carroll 

Carroll 

Carroll 

Carroll 

Carroll 

Baltimore 
County 

Baltimore 
County 

Roger E. & Mary B. 
Nelson, Jr. 

Robert Leroy & 
Margery Lou 
Poetzman 

Michael Adam & wife 
Carolyn M. 
Sofinowski 

Horatio J. Stermer 

Samuel Stermer (son 
of Jacob) 

Jacob Stermer 

George Bowser 

John Striewig, Jr. 

CAI\. .. .1.299 
5225 Wentz Road 

CHAIN OF TITLE 

Arlington, 
VA 

Montgom
ery, MD 

Carroll 

Carroll 

Carroll 

Carroll 

Manheim, 
York 

Baltimore 
County 

8-31-
1977 

12-14-
1964 

7-27-
1962 

11-10-
1917 

3-26-
1894 

3-31-
1862 

3-26-
1833 

4-19-
1828 

CCC 
677 

CCC 
383 

349 

EOC 131 

BFC78 

GEW28 

TK230 

WG 193 

264 Deed 

158 Deed 

155 Deed 

382 Deed 

536 Deed 

500 Deed 

118 Deed of 
Indenture 

164 Deed of 
Indenture 

41.4776 a. 

84.616 a. 

86+ a. 

$3,000 Grantors can have 
on property for life 
86+ a. 

also: Lydia & Edward 
Stuhman of York, PA, 
grant ors 
$2,000 Troy & Foreman's 
Run 86+ a. 

$3,000 Forman's Run & 
Troy beings on PA line 
145+ a. 

$1,300 Troy & Foreman's 
Run begins on PA line 
145+ a. 

$1,100 Foreman's Run & 
Troy beings on PA line 
145+ a. 



Christian Capito (merchant) Baltimore 
City 

Henry Timanus 
(yeoman) 

John Wyant (yeoman) Baltimore Christian Capito 
(merchant) 

Peter Wyant 

Christian Capito & wife 
Mary Elizabeth (Wyant) 

Jacob Darvickter & wife 
Catherine (Wyant) 

Frederick Wyant 

George Olinger & wife 

Thomas Rutter, Jr. 

Abraham Crumrein 

Thomas Rutter, Jr. 

Thomas Rutter, Jr. 

County 

Baltimore John Wyant 
City 

Baltimore John Wyant 
City 

Miskingdom John Wyant 
Co, Ohio 

Baltimore 
City 

Baltimore 
County 

John Wyant 

John Wyant 

Nicholas Wyant 

Thomas Rutter, Jr. 

Abraham Crumrein 

Abraham Crumrein 

Baltimore 
County 

Baltimore 
City 

Baltimore 
County 

Baltimore 
County 

Baltimore 
County 

Baltimore 
City 

Baltimore 
County 

2 

5-12-
1827 

4-30-
1821 

4-14-
1818 

4-14-
1818 

11-14-
1816 

8-31-
1798 

2-17-
1796 

1-28-
1795 

2-17-
1796 

WG 187 

WG 159 

WG 145 

WG 145 

WG 139 

WG 138 

WG 138 

WG57 

WGUU 

WG II? 

WGUU 

CARR-1299 

393 Deed of 
Indenture 

455 Deed of 
Indenture 

175 Deed of 
Indenture 

174 Deed of 
Indenture 

424 Deed of 
Indenture 

555 Deed 

553 Deed 

212 Deed 

408 Indenture 

225 Deed 

408 Indenture 

Troy 178 a. $2,000 
Nicholas Wyant sold 1 a. 
to Valentine Foreman, 
H. T. sells 4 a. to Philip 
Fuhrman 

$1,925 Troy 178 a. 
Nicholas Wyant dee. 
intestate, 6 heirs sold to 
John Wyant 

Troy - in the North 
Hundred l/6th share 

Troy l/6th share 

Troy l/6th share 

Troy l/6th share 

Troy I/6th share 

Troy 195 a. 
L 341, set 4-61 

L 84 Troy 
Doesn't give acreage 

41 a. Troy 
L 84 
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