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Property/District Name: Lowes School Survey Number:CARR-1348
Project: Westmingter Bypass (MD 140) Agency: SHA

Site visit by MHT Staff: _X_no ____ yes Name Date

Eligibility recommended _____ Eligibility not recommended __X_

Criteria: A B ¢ __D Considerations: A B c D E F G None
Justification for decision: (Use continuation sheet 1if necessary and attach map)

This property was determined not eligible for the NR by MHT letter dated 4/27/1994.

Documentation on the property/district is presented in:_Review and Compliance Fileg

Prepared by:_Rita Suffness, Cultural Resources Group Leader, SHA, June 1993

Beth Hannold

Reviewer, Office of Preservation Services ' Date
NR program concurrence: 2 ves no not applicable
Bl slas a7

VM Reviewer, NR program t Date




Survey No. CARR-1348

MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN DATA - HISTORIC CONTEXT

I. Geographic Region:
Eastern Shore (all Eastern Shore counties, and Cecil)
Western Shore (Anne Arundel, Calvert, Charles,
Prince George’s and St. Mary’s)
X__ Piedmont (Baltimore City, Baltimore, Carroll,
Frederick, Harford, Howard, Montgomery)
Western Maryland (Allegany, Garrett and Washington)
II. Chronological/Developmental Periods:
Paleo-Indian 10000~7500 B.C.
Early Archaic 7500-~6000 B.C.
Middle Archaic , 6000-4000 B.C.
Late Archaic 4000-2000 B.C.
Early Woodland 2000~-500 B.C.
Middle Woodland 500 B.C. - A.D. 900
Late Woodland/Archaic : A.D. 900-1600
Contact and Settlement A.D. 1570-1750
Rural Agrarian Intensification A.D. 1680-1815
Agricultural-Industrial Transition A.D. 1815-1870
X Industrial/Urban Dominance A.D. 1870-1930
X Modern Period A.D. 1930-Present
Unknown Period ( ___ prehistoric ____ historic)
IITI. Prehistoric Period Themes: Iv. Higstoric Period Themes:
‘ Subsistence Agriculture
Settlement - X Architecture, Landscape Architecture,
' and Community Planning
Political Economic (Commercial and Industrial)
' Demographic Government /Law
Religion Military
Technology Religion v :
Environmental Adaptation X Social/Educational/Cultural
Transportation

<

. Resource Type:

Category: Buildings

Historic Environment: Rural

Historic Function(s) and Use(s): Domestic/Single dwelling

Known Design Source:




Lowes School _ CARR-1348
Tannery, Westminster
Carroll County

HISTORIC CONTEXT:

MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN DATA

Geographic Organization: Piedmont
(Harford, Baltimore, Carroll, Frederick, Howard, Montgomery
Counties, and Baltimore City)

Chronological/DeveTopment Period:

Industrial/Urban Dom1nance 1870~ 1930 A.D.
Modern Period 1930 - Present

Prehistoric/Historic Period Themes:
FEducation -

Architecture

Resource Type:
Category: Buildings

Environment: Rural

Function & Use:
Domestic/single dwelling residence

Known Design Source: None
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MARYLAND INVENTORY OF
HISTORIC PROPERTIES

Maryland Historical Trust
State Historic Sites Inventory Form

Survey No.

CARR-1348

Magi No.

DOE no

yes

1. Name

{indicate preferred name)

historic Lowes School

and/or common

2. Location

street & number 107 North Gorsuch Road

—_ not for publication

city, town Westminster ___ vicinity of congressional district

state Maryland county Carroll

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use

_X_-xdistrict < public XX occupied —__ agriculture — __ museum

— building(s) ——_ private —— unoccupied — commercial ——_park

-~ structure ___both ___work in progress — educational ____private residence
—_ site Public Acquisition Accessible — . entertainment —— religious

____ object ____in process XX yes: restricted ____government ____ scientific
x5 being considered - yes: unrestricted —industrial - transportation
~~ not applicable __ no —__ military —__other:

4- Owner Of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)‘

Mr. and Mrs. Houston

name

street & number 107 N. Gorsuch Road

telephone no.:

city, town Westminster state and zip code Maryland
5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. liber
street & number folio
city, town state

6. Representation in Existing

Historical Surveys

title

» ater — federal ____state ___county ___ local
depository for survey records

city, town state




7. Description survey No. (ARR-13Y¥

Condition Check one Check one

— excelient — deteriorated ____ unaltered ——__original site

—— good —___ruins XX altered —— moved date of move
_XXfair ____ unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its

various elements as it exists today.

SEE CONTINUATION 7.1



8. Significance Survey No. CARR-1348

~~™eriod Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

—_prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____landscape architecture____ religion
—__1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic _____conservation - law —__science
—1500-1599 ____ agriculture —__ economics —literature — sculpture
—__1600-1699 ___architecture XX _education —__ military —_sociall
X% 1700-1799 ____art —— engineering — _ music humanitarian
—1800-1899 ____ commerce —__expioration/settlement _____ philosophy — theater
— 1900~ — communications — industry —politics/government ' ___ transportation

—_invention — other (specify)
Specific dates 1870's Builder/Architect
check: Applicable Criteria: __ A _ B _C _ D
and/or
Applicable Exception: _ A _ B _C _ D _E _F _G
Level of Significance: _ national __ state __ local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a gezxeral statement of history and
support. ' ‘

SEE 'CONTINUATION 8.1




9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. (ARR-/3Y¢

Joan Prall, Schoolbells and Slates, p. 41
Thomas Scharf, History of Western Maryland

Personal communication with John Long and Mrs. Houston

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadranglie name Quadrangle scale

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references

AL L e by g Lol Ll b bbb

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

I O I lJl Al ol Ll
3 T I I T Y IJLII ;| | Flod b [yl
Gl ]| L N LI T AT

Verbal boundary description and justification ,

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state . code county ‘ code

11. Form Prepared By

name/titie Rita Suffness, Leader, Cultural Resources Group

organization Maryland State Highway Administration date May 11, 1993
street & number 707 N. Calvert Street telephone 410-333-1183
city or town Baltimore state Maryland 21202

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of
individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
Shaw House
21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 269-2438
PS-2746



CARK - 134§

Lowes School
Continuation Sheet 7.1

Description

The original one~story, one-room brick schoolhouse, located on a
knoll overlooking a tributary of the West Branch of the Patapsco
River on the east and North Gorsuch Road on the west, has been
converted into a residence. The building, as constructed, was
composed of a single, gable roofed structure with an entrance
vestibule located on the south gable end. This structure has
been sandwiched between a two-story addition on the north, with a
garage at ground level, and a one-story frame addition on the
south completely disguising the entrance vestibule. Changes to
the structure include converting windows into doorways, adding a
stairway to a newly excavated basement on the east side, and
building walls in the interior of the structure. This is one of
eighty-eight schoolhouses of the period extant in Carroll County.

The structure was constructed between 1862 and 1877 on land
donated by John Lowe, who lived on the opposite side of North
Gorsuch Road from the land he donated for the school. It was
constructed to a design standard for Carroll County schools of
the time, and is typical in size and shape for schoolhouses.
Unfortunately, because of the numerous alterations to the
structure and its being sandwiched between two newer sections, it
has lost integrity and no longer conveys a strong association
with the past.

William Patterson, along time resident of Tannery, remembers
attending Lowe’s school after his family moved to the area in the
later years of the Depression (Carroll County Times, Sept. 19,
1979. p. B-1). This one-room schoolhouse was in operation as
late as 1940, he remembers, with classes from the first to the
sixth grade.




CARR-13Y 3

Lowes School
Continuation Sheet 8.1

Significance

Built for the Tannery community, composed of the Thomas Methodist
Chapel, a tannery, the McGinnis Whiskey Distillery and farms, as
recounted by John Lewis Green in Schoolbells and Slates, the Lowe
School was built on land donated by Robert Lowe, who lived on the
opposite side of North Gorsuch Road. A number of local
inhabitants taught at the school. The brother of John Lewis
Green, for example taught there after he lost an arm in an
accident in the Tannery. Miles Long, who lived slightly east of
and downhill from the schoolhouse, and who sold some of his land
along the Middle Branch of the Patapsco River to the McGinnis
Whiskey Distillery, is described in Thomas Scharf’s History of
Western Maryland, p.891, as a school trustee. His descendent,
John Long, also reports that he was a teacher at Lowe School.

Despite the fact that it is one of the few remnants of the
general Tannery community, the school, because of its
considerable loss of integrity on both the exterior and interior,
fails to convey a strong association with the past history of the
Tannery - McGinnis industrial area.
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