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MARYLAND IDSTORICAL TRUST 
NR-ELIGIBILITY REVIEW FORM 

NR Eligible: yes _ 

no 

Property Name: John H. Barnes House Inventory Number: _C_ARR __ -_1_39_9 ___________ _ 

Address: 7600 College Avenue City: Sykesville Zip Code: _2_10_7_4 ___ _ 

County: Carroll USGS Topographic Map: Sykesville ------------ _...._ _______________ _ 
Owner: Richard Comey 

Tax Parcel Number: 201 Tax Map Number: 4476 Tax Account ID Number: 05-045509 --- ----
Project: MD 32 Bridge 13046 Dualization Agency: _S_H_A ________________ _ 

Site visit by MHT Staff: no __ yes Name: Date: ------------ ---------
Eligibility recommended Eligibility not ·recommended~ 

Criteria: A B C D Considerations: A B C D E F G None -- ------- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --
Is the property located within a historic district? ~no __ yes Name of district: -------------

Is district listed? no _yes Determined eligible? no __ yes District Inventory Number: ____ _ 

Documentation on the property/district is presented in: MHT Inventory files 

Desc.ription of Property and Eligibility Determination: (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map and photo) 

This frame house located at 7600 College Avenue and constructed in 1897-98, is a two and one-half story, side-gable 
dwelling located on a 5.88-acre lot at the intersection of College Avenue and MD 32. It is a standard "I" house with a 
rubble stone foundation, aluminum siding and asphalt clad gable roof. There are no outbuildings. The building was 
documented in a MIHP inventory form in December 1994, in which it was noted that the building was noteworthy for the 
multiple patterns of the balusters on the front porch railing. Since that time these features have been entirely removed. 
There has also been some general deterioration, as the building has been slated for removal for over six years, and has 
been rented for that time. A window in the lower level south bay of the ell wing (east elevation) has been removed and a 
projecting modem replacement put in its place. 
The John H. Barnes House lacks architectural or historical significance or distinction and therefore would not meet the National 
Register criterion C.it is a standard house type, and lacks integrity in that it is clad with aluminum and the windows have been 
replaced, and distinctive architectural features are no long present. In addition, it has no known significant association with 
important persons or events, thus it is not significant under Criteria A, or B, for listing in the National Register. The likelihood that 
it would yield significant archeological associations has not been established, thus the likelihood that it would meet the requirements 
of Criterion D for listing in the National Register cannot be established at this time. 

Prepared by: Rita M. Suffness Date Prep!_lfed: September 10,).001 

ARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST REVIEW 
Eligibility not recommended >( ligibility recommended __ 

Criteria: __ A __ B __ c __ D Considerations: __ A __ B __ c __ D __ E __ F __ G _None 
Comments: 
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CARR-1399 

7600 College Avenue 
Sykesville 

Summary: 

c.1897-98 

In March, 1882, the Sykesville correspondent of the Democratic Advocate reported: 
"The Sykesville Building Association have purchased . . . thirty-one acres . . . in the village 
of Sykesville . . . . The land has been divided into seven lots." John H. Barnes bought a 
five-acre lot in May, 1882. He already owned a 1-acre lot in Sykesville that was improved, 
probably with a house. The tax assessments note in 1898 a new house worth $600 and stable 
worth $25. These must have been on the new lot since the following year the tax books 
record that Barnes sold his 1-acre lot. Since a,new tax assessment was made in 1896, the 
house must have been built in 1897-98. John H. Barnes died in March, 1903. In his will 
Barnes left a life interest in the house to his wife, Ann Matilda, and the house and remaining 
land to his sons, Joshua F. and George W. George bought Joshua's interest in 1912 and 
retained the property until 1927. The current owner wants to demolish the house, and the 
town of Sykesville is trying to get him to move it to another site. The house is in virtually 
original condition and is a contributing part of the historic character of the town of 
Sykesville. 



Survey No. CARR-1399 

MARYLAND INVENTORY OF 
Magi No. 

Maryland Historical Trust HISTORIC PROPERTIES 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE _yes no 

1. Name {.indicate pref erred name} 

historic John H. Barnes House 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 7600 College Avenue _ not for publication 

city, town Sykesville _ vicinity of congressional district 

state Maryland county Carroll 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district
_x__ building(s) 
_structure 
_site 

.~object 

Ownership 
_public 
_x_ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 

____K_not applicable 

Status 
_xoccupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_x yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_no 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_museum 
_park 
-X- private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Richard N Conrey 

street & number 1675 Marriottsville Road telephone no. : 

city, town Marriottsville state and zip code Maryland 21104 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Courthouse Annex liber . WS 1110 

street & number 55 North Court Street folio 23 

city, town Westminster state Maryl and 

&. Representation in Existing Historica.1 surveys 

title 

date _federal _state _county _local 

,pository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
_K_good 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _x_ unaltered 
_ruins _altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
_K_ original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. CARR-1399 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

Summary: 

The John H. Barnes House is located at 7600 College Avenue in Sykesville, Carroll 
County, Maryland. The house is located on· the south side of the road and faces north 
toward the road. It is a 21h-story, three-bay by one-bay central gable "I" house with a 
:rubble stone foundation, aluminum siding, and a gable roof that has a ridge that runs east
west. The north elevation has a center entrance with a four-panel door. There are side 
lights with two lights over one panel, and there is a three-light transom. The second story 
has three 2/2 sash. The central wall dormer has a lancet-shaped 2/2 sash. There is a one
story, three-bay porch. There is a two-bay by one-bay ell attached to the east bay of the 
south elevation. The first story has a center passage stairhall and is a single pile with a one
room kitchen ell. The center passage has a straight run of open-stringer stairs on the west 
wall. The west room has a false projecting fireplace with a wood mantle. The east room 
has a false fireplace. The wood mantle has been attached to the flat wall. The second story 
has a center passage. The west half is divided into three rooms in a large chamber in the 
northwest corner, a small bathroom in the southwest corner, and a small cross-passage off of 
the center passage. There is a similar arrangement on the east-half cross-passage, but the 
small room in the southeast corner is a closet for the northeast chamber. This house is being 
considered for demolition or possibly for removal to another site. 

Contributing Resources: 1 

The John H. Barnes House is located at 7600 College Avenue in Sykesville, Carroll 
County, Maryland. The house is located on the south side of the road and faces north 
toward the road. It is a 21/2-story, three-bay by one-bay central gable "I" house with a 
rubble stone foundation, aluminum siding, and a gable roof that has asphalt shingles and a 
ridge that runs east-west. 

The north elevation has a center entrance with a four-panel door that has bolection
moulded, sunk fielded panels. The top two panels have semi-circular arched tops. There are 
side lights with two lights over one bolection-moulded panel, and there is a three-light 
transom. On either side of the doorway is a single new 1/ 1 sash. The second story has 
three 2/2 sash. The central wall dormer has a lancet-shaped 2/2 sash. The house has a 
wood boxed cornice with returns and an interior brick chimney centered on the west gable 
end. There is a one-story, three-bay porch. The porch ends just on the outside of the end 
windows. This porch has a new concrete foundation and a hip roof with asphalt shingles. 
The four square posts are now cased. On the north and east sides of the porch there are 
square-in-plan vertical balusters. The west side of the porch has jigsawn balusters of several 
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Description (continued) SeCtion 7 Page 2 

different patterns. Many of the balusters are.now missing, so it is not possible to determine 
if there was a pattern to the placement of the different baluster patterns, nor is it possible to 
know whether there were more baluster patterns than are now currently ·presented. 

The west elevation foundation has a single two-light casement. The first story has a 
new 6/6 sash set north of center. The second story has a 2/2 sash also set north of center, 
and the gable end has a four-light sash that is in line with the first and second story 
openings. 

The south elevation foundation has steel doors to the cellar in the west bay. The first 
and second stories each have a 2/2 sash in the west bay. The center bay has an enclosed 
porch on the first story, with no opening on the second story. There is a two-bay by one-bay 
ell attached to the east bay of the south elevation. 

The west elevation of the ell has the enclosed porch on the first story. The second 
story has one 2/2 sash. The south elevation of the ell has a new window in an original 
opening set to the west on the first story, and a new door in an original opening set to the 
east. The second story has no openings. The ell has a gable roof with asphalt shingles and a 
ridge that runs north-south. There is a brick chimney centered on the ridge in line with the 
south eave of the main block. The east elevation of the ell has a new window on the first 
story, and a 2/2 sash on the second story. The east elevation of the main block has a new 
1/1 sash on the first story and a 2/2 sash on the second story. There is a four-light sash in 
the gable end. All of the east elevation openings are centered. 

There is a cellar under the west half only. The east half has since been partly 
excavated. The joists are *-round logs that run north-south. They are 6 to 8 inches wide 
by 7 inches deep and are spaced 231/2 to 301/2 inches on centers. The joists are tapered on 
the ends and rest on an approximately one-inch thick board set on the stone walls. There is 
a boarded-up window opening on the north wall in the center. The first floor flooring is 
circular sawn, is 3 inches wide, and runs east-west. The cellar entrance lintel is hewn. 

The first story has a center passage stairhall and is a single pile with a one-room 
kitchen ell. The center passage has a straight run of open-stringer stairs on the west wall. 
There is a bead on the bottom edge of the stringer. The stairs have turned balusters and 
newel. The baseboards are plain and the architraves are symmetrical; they are pulvinated in 
the center with two beads on either side. There are four panel doors that have sunk fields 
with ogee panel moulds and cast-1.ron rim locks with porcelain knobs. There is a door into 
both the east and west rooms and a door at the south end of the passage. 

The west room has baseboards and architraves that are identical to the passage. It has 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST Survey No. CARR-1399 
STATE HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY FORM 

Description (continued) Section 7 Page 3 

3-inch wide pine flooring that runs east-west. Centered on the west wall is a false projecting 
fireplace with a wood mantle. This mantle has a fluted Doric column on each side with a 
bracket above each column. The frieze has an incised rinceau ornament with two beads 
above it. The shelf edge is moulded with an ogee on the bottom corner, and a cavetto on the 
top corner. There is a closet under the stairs. The door to this closet has vertical boards 
with a beaded edge and three beads in the center. 

The east room has a plain baseboard, the same floor as the west room, and 
architraves with a beaded interior edge. There is a false fireplace on the south wall. The 
wood mantle has been attached to the flat wall. It has pilaster strips with three sunk flat 
panels on each side, three on the frieze, and one in each corner between the frieze and the 
pilaster. These panels have ogee panel moulds. The mantle bed mould has an ovolo, a 
cavetto, and an ovolo moulding and four small brackets that support the mantle shelf. The 
edge of the shelf has been tapered. 

The ell has a projecting chimney on the north wall. To the east of it is a built-in 
cupboard with beaded-edge-and-center vertical boards. It has two doors at the bottom, then a 
moulding, and then two two-light doors at the top. There are four shelves in the top section. 
The room has plain architraves and baseboard. The floor is now covered. The west 
elevation has a doorway to the porch. The architrave on this doorway has two beads in the 
center, and a large bead on the inner side. The top piece of the architrave is plain, but is 
pedimented. The door has sunk double fields with ogee panel moulds. It has four panels. 

The second story has a center passage. The west half is divided into three rooms, a 
large chamber in the northwest corner, a small bathroom in the southwest corner, and a 
small cross-passage off of the center passage. There is a similar arrangement on the east 
half. It also has a cross-passage, _but the small room in the southeast corner is a closet for 
the northeast chamber. There is also a door off of this hall to the chamber in the ell. The 
ell chamber has a plastered chimney on the north wall with a closet set to the east of it. The 
trim used in the second story is either plain or with a beaded interior edge and a slight 
pediment. The stairs to the attic are enclosed with vertical boards and a door that is identical 
to the closet door under the first story stairs. There is 3-inch wide pine flooring that runs 
east-west in the main block and runs north-south in the ell. The attic door is nailed shut, 
rendering the attic inaccessible. 

This house is being considered for demolition or possibly for removal to another site. 

KS/lh:104-94:CARR1399.des 



8. Significance Survey No. CARR-1399 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_ prehistoric 
7 --- 1400-1499 

_archeology-prehistoric _ community planning _ landscape architecture_ religion 
_ archeology-historic _conservation _ law _science 

1500-1599 
_1600-1699 
_1700-1799 
_x__ 1800-1899 
_1900-

_ agriculture _economics _ literature _sculpture 
_X_ architecture _ education _ military _ social/ 
_ art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
_ commerce _ exploration/settlement _ philosophy _theater 
_ communications _ industry _ politics/government _ transpo~ation 

_ invention _other (specify) 

Specific dates c. 1897-98 Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: A B C _KD 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: A B C D E F G 

Level of Significance: national ~state ..K_local 

Prepare both a sl..1Ilmlary paragraph of significance and a geAeral statement of history and 
support. \ 

Summary: 

In March, 1882, the Sykesville correspondent of the Democratic Advocate reported: 
"The Sykesville Building Association have purchased . . . thirty-one acres . . . in the village 
of Sykesville . . . . The land has been divided into seven lots." John H. Barnes bought a 
five-acre lot in May, 1882. He already owned a 1-acre lot in Sykesville that was improved, 
probably with a house. The tax assessments note in 1898 a new house worth $600 and stable 

~-~ worth $25. These must have been on the new lot since the following year the tax books 
record that Barnes sold his 1 ~acre lot. Since a new tax assessment was made in 1896, the 
house must have been built in 1897-98. John H. Barnes died in March, 1903. In his will 
Barnes left a life interest in the house to his wife, Ann Matilda, and the house and remaining 
land to his sons, Joshua F. and George W. George bought Joshua's interest in 1912 and 
retained the property until 1927. The current owner wants to demolish the house, and the 
town of Sykesville is trying to get him to move it to another site. The house is in virtually 
original condition and is a contributing part of the historic character of the town of 
Sykesville. 

Geographic Organization: Piedmont 
Chronological/Development Period: Industrial/Urban Dominance A.D. 1870-1930 
Historic Period Themes: Architecture 
Resource Types: Rural vernacular 

In March, 1882, the Sykesville correspondent of the Democratic Advocate reported: 

The Sykesville Building Association have purchased from W.A. 
Hammond, administrator, thirty-one acres of land in the village of Sykesville 
for $1,075. The land has been divided into seven lots .... Three houses will 
be erected on the ground this spring . . . . The locations are all well chosen, 
and border on an avenue which has been laid out for the convenience of all. 
This, with the depot and new road in the early summer, will make Sykesville 
almost a little town. . . . 1 
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The land was 31 acres of the late Dr. Allen C. Hammond's estate. Two weeks later it was 
noted that James Hughes was preparing to start work on a new house on his lot in this 
section. He moved into his house by the beginning of August. In early May, Samuel R. 
Duvall was planning " ... an elegant residence" and in August Levi Barnes was preparing to 
build ". . . a neat little cottage, which he expects to occupy this fall." 

John H. Barnes bought a five-acre lot in May, 1882 from the building association. 
He already owned a 1-acre lot in Sykesville that was improved, probably with a house, and 
was probably planning a larger, better home. For unknown reasons, though, he did not build 
immediately. The tax assessments note in 1898 a new house worth $600 and stable worth 
$25. These must have been on the new lot, since the following year the tax books record 
that Barnes sold his 1-acre lot. Since a new tax assessment was made in 1896, the house 
must have been built in 1897-98. It is of interest that three-quarter-round logs were still 
being used for floor joists at this late date, when other houses built in the 1890's were using 
sawn lumber. The other unique part of this house is the portion of the porch balustrade that 
incorporates numerous different jigsawn patterns, as if the builder were creating a sample of 
every type that he could make for a client. This raises the question of whether Barnes was a 
builder, but nothing could be found concerning his occupation. He was not in the 1880 
census, which does not list occupations, anyway, and no obituary could be located for him. 
There was a builder named James Barnes who was constructing houses and barns in the 
Freedom and Eldersburg areas in the early 1880's, but it is not known if they were related, 
much less shared the same occupation. 

John H. Barnes died in March, 1903. His inventory does list a boring machine, 
chest, old carpenters tools, an old chest, and four augers, which may or may not indicate 
anything. At the end of the inventory, crossed out, is "Real Estate in Sykesville Md 
consisting of House and five acres of land ... 1,500.00." In his will Barnes left a life 
interest in the house to his wife, Ann Matilda, one acre each to his sons Daniel W. and 
Josiah, and the house and remaining land to his sons, Joshua F. and George W. George 
bought the two acres from his brothers and then bought Joshua's interest in 1912 and 
retained the property until 1927. After the death of his wife, George Barnes sold the house 
to the Brandenburgs, who lived there for sixty years. The current owner wants to demolish 
the house, and the town of Sykesville is trying to get him to move it to another site. The 
house is in virtually original condition and is a contributing part of the historic character of 
the town of Sykesville. 

KS/lh:10-6-94:CARR1399.sig 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. CARR-1399 

Land Records 
John H. Barnes will, JDB 9-237; inventory JDB 18-569 
Tax assessments, 1876-96, 1896-1910 
Democratic Advocate, 4 March 1882, p. 3; 18 March 1882, p. 3; 6 May 1882, p. 3; 5 

August 1882. p. 3 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 5 . 887 acres 
Quadrangle name Sykesville Quadrangle scale _1_:_2_4_0_0_0 ___ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALU I I I I I I I I I 8 W I I 1 I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

c LLJ .__I .............. ____ _ 

D LJJ .__I ..._I ............... ----' .... I ....__.___.__ __ _ 
E LJ_j ._! ....__.. ____ _ 

F LLJ I I I -' ------
G LU ._I _.__.. __ ...._._ H LLJ I I I 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Kenneth M. Short. Historic Planner 

organization Carroll County Planning Department date December 8, 1994 

street & number 225 North Center Street telephone (410) 857-2145 

city or townwestminster state Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical 
Shaw House 
21 State Cir 
Annapol" , Maryland 21401 
(3 269-2438 

CR~~l~l'-JSViLLE, MD 21032-2023 

PS-2746 



Doris E. Gartrell, ? 
Eleanor L. Ford 
Leona K. Johnson 

Milton H. Brandenburg, Carroll 
personal rep. of estate of 
Susan Eugenia Mitchell, 
formerly Eugenia B. 
Brandenburg & Milton 
H. Brandenburg 

George W. Barnes, Carroll 
widower 

Joshua F. & Rachel A. Carroll 
Barnes (wife) 

Sykesville Building Carroll, corp. 
Assocation No. 3 

William A. Hammond, Howard 
exec. of Dr. Allen C. Carroll 
Hammond 

KS/lh:l0-6-94:1399!itl.b 

Richard N. Conrey 

Doris E. Gartrell 
Eleanor L. Ford 
Leona K. Johnson 

Henry & Eugenia 
B. Brandenburg 
(wife) 

George W. Barnes 

John H. Barnes 

Sykeville Building 
Association No. 3 

CARR-1399 
John H. Barnes House 

7600 College Avenue - Sykesville 

CHAIN OF TITLE 

? 9-29-1988 

? June, 1987 

Carroll 3-29-1927 

Sykesville, 10-4-1912 
Carroll 

Carroll 5-9-1882 

Carroll 4-4-1882 

1 

,,-,..., 

LWS 1110 23 Deed fee $190,000, 
simple S.88T~ acres 

with plat 

LWS 1026 947 Deed of $1.00, in 
Distribution Sykesville S + 
fee simple acres Henry 

deceased 

EMM 149 10 Deed fee $10.00, S + acres 
simple in Sykesville 

ODG 120 367 Deed fee s1,ooo, s+ 
simple acres, John H. 

Barnes will JSB 
9-237, George 
has brought the 2 
acres from 
Daniel & Josiah 
already 

FTS59 416 Deed fee $162.25 5+ 
simple acres, Lot No. 2 

FTC57 129 Deed $1,075, 31+ 
acres, along 
B&O Railroad 
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