
CARR-1416 

2652 Robert Arthur Road 
Taneytown (vicinity) 

Summary: 

The house at 2652 Robert Arthur Road is a four-square typical of this house type of 
national popularity found in Carroll County in the 1910's and 1920's. The 1877 atlas 
suggests that there was a house here occupied by J. Helwig and the 1917 atlas notes that 
Cyrus Leppo lived here. Whether Leppo had just replaced the earlier house with the existing 
one, or was to do that shortly, cannot be determined as yet. The house was possibly a mail 
order structµre, but may have simply been patterned after them, too. National trends such as 
this four-square type began replacing traditional modes of building in the late-nineteenth 
century, primarily in towns, and completely superseded them by about 1910. 
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Survey No.CARR-1416 

Maryland Historical Trust ~ISTORIC PROPERTIES 
Magi No. 

State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE ~yes no 

1. Name (indicate pref erred name} 

historic 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 2652 Robert Arthur Road _ not for publication 

city, town Taneytown _lL vicinity of congressional district 

state Maryland county Carroll 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district­
l building(s) 
_structure 
_site 

,-~_object 

Ownership 
_public 
__!___ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
_Jf_not applicable 

Status 
_lL occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_work in progress 
Accessible 
_yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
-X_no 

Present Use 
_agriculture 
_commercial 
_educational 
_ entertainment 
_government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_museum 
_park 
_x__ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Irvin C. Drobisch 

street & number 2652 Robert Arthur Road telephone no.: 346-7874 

city, town Westminster state and zip code Maryland 21158 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Courthouse Annex 

street & number 225 North Center Street 

city, town Westminster 

489 liber 

folio 202 

state Maryl and 

&. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

date _federal _state _county _local 

_;pository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
..JLgood 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins x_ altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
-X- original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. CARR-1416 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The house at 2652 Robert Arthur Road is located about 41h miles east of Taneytown 
in northwest Carroll County, Maryland. It is a 21/2-story, two-bay four-square that faces 
south toward the road. It has aluminum siding and a hip roof with asphalt shingles. The 
south elevation on the first story has paired 1/ 1 sash to the west and a door with one light 
over '1 east of center. This door has a one-light transom. The east bay has a 1/1 sash. 
There is a one-story porch that wraps around the south and west elevations. It has battered 
posts. The second story of the south elevation has a three-sided projecting bay with three 
1/1 sash in the west bay. The east bay, which is set between the door and the window of the 
first story, has a single 111 sash. There is a gable over the three-sided bay that has a smaller 
1/1 sash and a cornice with returns. The west elevation is not visible because of many 
mature cedar trees planted close to the house. The east elevation is not visible because of 
large pines and spruces. 

KS/lh:ll-16-94:Carr1416.des 



8. Significance Survey No. CARR-1416 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
-~ "- 1400-1499 

1500-1599 
_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
_ 1800-1899 
___x 1900-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_archeology-prehistoric _community planning _ landscape architecture_ religion 
_ archeology-historic _ conservation _ law _ science 
_ agriculture _economics _ literature _ sculpture 
_K architecture _education _ military _ social/ 
_ art _engineering _ music humanitarian 
_ commerce _exploration/settlement _ philosophy _theater 
_communications _ industry _ politics/government _ transpol"f:ation 

_ invention _ other (specify) 

Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

A _B _C _x__D 

Applicable Exception: A B C D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state X local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a geJ\eral statement of history and 
support. 

Geographic Organization: Piedmont 
Chronological/Development Period: Industrial/Urban Dominance A.D. 1870-1930 
Historic Period Themes: Architecture 
Resource Types: Rural vernacular 

The house at 2652 Robert Arthur Road is a four-square typical of this house type of 
national popularity found in Carroll County in the 1910's and 1920's. The 1877 atlas 
suggests that there was a house here occupied by J. Helwig and the 1917 atlas notes that 
Cyrus Leppo lived here. Wllether Leppo had just replaced the earlier house with the existing 
one, or was to do that shortly, cannot be determined as yet. The house was possibly a mail 
order structure, but may have simply been patterned after them, too. National trends such as 
this four-square type began replacing traditional modes of building in the late-nineteenth 
century, primarily in towns, and completely superseded them by about 1910. 

KS/lh:ll-14-94:Carrl416.sig 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No.CARR-1416 

1877 & 1917 maps 

1 o. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 8. 25 acres 
Quadrangle name Littlestown Quadrangle sca1J-_: 2_4_0_0_0 ____ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALU,,, I I I l I l Bw I I I I I I ' I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

cLiJ ~' _...._.... _____ ! ~I_.,___..__._....._... __ oLLJ I I I I 
E LLl I I l""--L-_..___. ___ ......., ... F LJ.j I I I 
aLLJ I I ~I_.,___..__.__..._ __ H LU I 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Kenneth M. Short, Historic Planner 

organization Carroll County Planning Department date December 8, 1994 

street & number 225 North Center Street telephone (410) 857-2145 

city or town Westminster state Mary land 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical 
Shaw House 
21 State Cir 
Annapol· , Maryland 21401 
(3 269-2438 
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FRIZZE.LLBUR,G 2.8 I. "' 
W£STM/NST£R 6.7 Ml. 

Mapped by the Army Map Service 
Edited and published by the Geological Survey 

Control by USGS and USC&GS 

Topography from aerial photographs by stereophotogran 
methods. Aerial photographs taken 1943. Field checl 
Culture revised by the Geological Survey 1953 from aer 
photographs taken 1952 
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