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WHITE'S LEVEL 

Bishop Street Extended 
Westminster 

Late eighteenth century 

Private 

White's Level is the name of the third oldest land patent 

in the Westminster District. It was patented to John White 

on September 27, 1738, and White sold the parcel in 1754 to 

William Winchester, who in 1764 laid out the Town of 

Westminster on a portion of the tract. There is a late 

eighteenth century structure remaining on the original 

White's Level tract that might be the earliest extant build-

ing in the county. 

While a more intensive architectural analysis is needed for 

the structure, several characteristics indicate that the 

building is an early and unique architectural specimen. 

Foremost is the style of the building, which consists of a 

one and one-half story timber-framed with a central chimney 

and two-room plan. This style and type of construction 

(heavy timber frame with brick nagging) comes from an English 

folk tradition via tidewater Maryland, and is one of the few 

distinctive English house types in this area where the 

Pennsylvania German farmhouse is predominant. The central 

chimney plan of this type is extant on only one other house 

in Maryland (Knack's Folly, Kent County). During the late 

nineteenth century, a two-story frame addition was added to 



CARR - 151 White's Level 2 

the south gable end of the structure. 

Documentary evidence supports the theory that this could be 

an early Winchester house. The house is within the boundaries 

of the original White's Level, a tract of land that remained 

within the Winchester family's ownership until 1836. Further, 

William Winchester's will of 1790 bequeaths his "plantation" 

to his wife Lydia. The English style of the house is of the 

type frequently refered to in the Maryland tidewater as a 

"plantation," and there is no other known structure that 

would have been this property. 

Further architectural analysis is needed on the building 

to determine a more accurate date for the structure. 
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return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
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2. Carroll County, Maryland 
3. Joe Getty 
4. November 1983 
5. Md. Historical Trust, Annapolis, Md. 
6. North and west elevations (camera 

facing southeast) 
7. 1/1 


