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Summary: 

The house at 9 Park Avenue, on Belle Grove Square in Westminster, is part of the large scale 
development that Mayor Oscar D. Gilbert made to this section of the city beginning in the 1890's. 
The square was given to the city in 1877 by George W. Matthews, who had laid out lots around it 
in what was known as Matthews Addition. Gilbert bought lots 27, 28, and 29 in the 1890's; lots 
27 and 29 already had brick dwellings on them. By mid-1897 Gilbert had added on to 11 Park 
Avenue and constructed 7 Park Avenue on part oflot 28. The houses he was building and 
remodeling, though substantial, well-finished single family dwellings, were built as rental 
properties. In November 1898 the local papers noted that Gilbert was again building a house on 
the square. It was completed in 1899, according to the insurance underwriters rate book for 
Westminster, at 9 Park Avenue. It was squeezed in between the existing buildings at 7 and 11 
Park Avenue. Like the even larger house at 7 Park Avenue, this building was a large Queen Anne 
with refined details including decorative brackets and frieze on the exterior, and pocket doors and 
a built-in hall seat at the foot of the stairway on the interior. The house was probably a pattern
book plan, and has similarities (especially the sunburst pattern in the bay gable) to R.W. 
Shoppell's designs, which were popular at this time in Carroll County. Beginning in the 1880's, 

f"", plan books brought national styles to towns in Carroll County in ever-increasing numbers, until 
the local vernacular was completely abandoned by about 1910. Denton Gehr purchased 9 Park 
Avenue from Gilbert in 1921, and apparently lived there for several years, eventually selling it in 
1934. Gehr is best known for having embezzled close to $30,000 from the First National Bank, 
and funds from the Westminster Cemetery Company, for which he was sentenced to four years at 
North Eastern Penitentiary in 1938. · 
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1. Name (indicate preferred name) 

historic 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 9 Park Avenue 

city, town Westminster 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district
_x_ building(s) 
_structure 
_site 

.- "~. _ object 

Ownership 
__ public 

~private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 

X not applicable 

_ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
__x_ occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_work in progress 
Accessible 
__ yes: restricted 
-x-· yes: unrestricted 
_no 

DOE __yes no 

congressional district 

Carroll 

Present Use 
_agriculture 
_commercial 
_educational 
_ entertainment 
_government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_not for publication 

_museum 
_park 
__x_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_·;_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Wayne & Laurie Walters 

street & number 9 Park Avenue telephone no.: (410) 876-6127 

city, town Westminster state and zip code Maryland 21157 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Courthouse Annex liber LWS 8 0 9 

street & number 55 North Court Street folio 849 

city, town Westminster state Maryland 

6. Representation in Existing Historica.1 surveys 

title None 

date _federal _state _county _local 

,epository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
__ excellent 
~good 
__ fair 

__ deteriorated 
__ ruins 
__ unexposed 

Check one 
__ , unaltered 
~altered 

Ch.eek one 
__ ·original site 
__ moved date of move 

Survey No. CARR-1573 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

SEE ATTACHED 
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8. Significance Survey No. CARR-1573 

Period 
__ prehistoric 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning __ landscape architecture __ religion 

~. "~ 1400-1499 __ archeology-historic __ conservation __ law __ science 
1500-1599 

_ 1600-1699 
-x 1700-1799 
_1800-1899 
_1900-

agriculture __ economics 
h" architecture __ education 

__ literature __ sculpture 
__ military __ social/ 

__ art 

__ commerce 
__ communications 

Specific dates 1898-99 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

A 

A 

__ engineering __ music 
__ exploration/settlement __ philosophy 
__ industry __ politics/government 
__ invention 

Builder/ Architect 

B XC D 

B C D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state X local 

humanitarian 
__ theater 
_._ transpo~ation 
_other (specify) 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a getl~ral statement of history and 
support. \ 

SEE ATTACHED 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. CARR-1573 

SEE ATTACHED 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property ___ • _1_0 __ 3_A_. __ _ 
Quadrangle name __ W_e_s_t_m_i_· n_s_t_e r Quadrangle scale 1:24000 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 
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state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
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The house at 9 Park Avenue on Bellegrove Square in Westminster in central Carroll 
County, Maryland faces north towards Park Avenue and the square beyond. It is a 2 1/2 story 
three bay by three bay frame structure with German siding on the north elevation and aluminum 
siding on the remaining elevations. It has a hip roof with asphalt shingles. 

On the north elevation, the first story has a center entrance and the door has one light over 
multi panels. The east bay has a 1/1 double hung sash with shutters, and the west bay has a three 
sided bay window with a 1/1 sash in each side; only the center sash has a shutter. There's a one 
story 2 1h bay porch. The east bay of the porch projects forward and has a pediment with slight 
in the tympanum. The porch has turned posts and ghosts of jigsawn brackets. The balustrade has 
panels. On the second story, there is a 1/1 sash set between the east and center bays. The west 
bay has three 111 sash; the center sash having shutters. There is a gabled dormer above this bay 
with brackets and drop pendants at both comers. The cornice has a facia board with bosses on 
it. The dormer has an 18-light casement window and has wood shingle siding. There's a barge 
board in the peak of the dormer that has a sunburst pattern. The hip roof has a pressed metal 
finial. 

The west elevation has no openings in the north bay on the first and second stories. The 
center bay projects and has a large 4/1 sash on the first story; a 1/1 sash on the second story and 
a gable end with an 18-light sash above. The south bay has no openings and has a shed roof that 
slopes to the south. On the south elevation, the west bay has a 1/1 sash on the first and second 
stories. The center and east bays project to the south and have been added on to in 1986. The 
east elevation is four bays. The first story has a 1/ 1 sash in the north center bay and another 
between the first and second stories in the south center bay. The second story has a 1/ 1 sash in 
both the south and north bays. 

The cellar has a summer beam that runs north/ south. It is composed of 3 two by eights 
that are ganged together with a circular sawn one by three nailed to each side at the bottom to 
support the ends of the floor joists. The joists are circular sawn and have bridging with wire nails. 
The foundation is of rubble stone with two courses of brick laid on top. 

The first story has a four room plan with a stair hall set in the northeast corner. The 
current two inch wide oak flooring that runs north/ south throughout the house apparently was 
added as the pine flooring beneath it is finished. The northeast room or stair hall has a three run 
stair that goes up in the middle of the room to the east; then runs up to the south and finally turns 
to the west. The two lowest newel posts are paneled. The stair has a closed stringer and turned 
balusters and a molded hand rail. On the north side of the stairway is a built-in seat. The 
architrave in this room has a sunk field with a quirked ovolo and convetto on either side of the 
field. There are also bulls-eye corner blocks. The west elevation has double pocket doors leading 
to the northwest room. 
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The northwest room has the same architrave as the northeast room. It has a bay window 
on the north elevation and the sash are hung on weights. In the southwest comer is a chimney. 
The south elevation has double pocket doors leading to the southwest room. This room also has 
the typical architrave. South of the stair hall is a small vestibule and south of this vestibule is the 
original kitchen in the southeast room. This kitchen has been modernized and the south wall has 
been completely removed to connect the room to the new addition on the south. There was 
reportedly a chimney on the east elevation and a two story porch on the south. The present day 
bathroom was reportedly a butler's pantry with a door leading both to the southeast and southwest 
rooms. 

The second story has the same plan as the first story with an additional room in the 
northeast. Passage runs north/ south and the stairs connect to it in the center of the passage. The 
flooring on the second story is three inch wide pine that runs north/south and the architrave is the 
same as that on the first story. There is a small bathroom in the southwest comer of the second 
story that has a tank in the southeast comer of the room with a glass site valve. The room has 

~ beaded-edge vertical half wainscot and formerly had a claw foot tub. There was a door on the 
south elevation leading to the two story rear porch; part of this porch was enclosed for a sleeping 
porch. There is a winder stair to the attic. The attic is unfinished and has circular sawn two by 
six rafters with wood board sheathing. 

Contributing resources: 1 
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The house at 9 Park Avenue, on Belle Grove Square in Westminster, is part of the large scale 
development that Mayor Oscar D. Gilbert made to this section of the city beginning in the 1890's. 
The square was given to the city in 1877 by George W. Matthews, who had laid out lots around it 
in what was known as Matthews Addition. Gilbert bought lots 27, 28, and 29 in the 1890's; lots 
27 and 29 already had brick dwellings on them. By mid-1897 Gilbert had added on to 11 Park 
Avenue and constructed 7 Park Avenue on part oflot 28. At the time, he was living in the 
substantial Queen Anne house at 58 East Main Street (CARR-410), and apparently never moved 
from it. The houses he was building and remodeling, though substantial, well-finished single 
family dwellings, were built as rental properties. Gilbert continued this trend for a long time; 
random gleanings from the Westminster newspapers note him building seven houses on Bond 
Street, opposite the Church of the Brethren, in 1910, and adding a house on Chase Street in 1924. 
It perhaps seems odd that a wonderful urban amenity such as Belle Grove Square would be given 
over primarily to tenant houses, and that such grand houses were being built as rental properties. 
Perhaps they were being rented by professors at nearby Western Maryland College. Obviously, 
there is more going on than we fully understand, and the entire history of the square, and Gilbert's 
activities, are worthy of further study. 

In November 1898 the local papers noted that Gilbert was again building a house on the 
square. It was completed in 1899, according to the insurance underwriters rate book for 
Westminster, at 9 Park Avenue, and is shown on the Sanborn Fire Insurance Map of 1904. It was 
squeezed in between the existing buildings at 7 and 11 Park Avenue. Like the even larger house 
at 7 Park Avenue, this building was a large Queen Anne with refined details including decorative 
brackets and frieze on the exterior, and pocket doors and a built-in hall seat at the foot of the 
stairway on the interior. The house was probably a pattern-book plan, and has similarities 
(especially the sunburst pattern in the bay gable) to R.W. Shoppell's designs, which were popular 
at this time in Carroll County. No precedent could be found in some of Shoppell's books, or 
those of other plan-book designers, though a more extensive search is needed and would probably 
turn up this plan. Beginning in the 1880's, plan books brought national styles to towns in Carroll 
County in ever-increasing numbers, until the local vernacular was completely abandoned by about 
1910. 

In addition to real estate, Gilbert made his money in hardware. Gilbert had operated a stove 
store and plumbing business, and in 1886 formed a partnership with F. Thomas Babylon, trading 
as Babylon & Gilbert, dealers in hardware. They purchased the hardware business of AN. 
Stephan, for whom Babylon was chief clerk. In 1895 Babylon retired and his interest in the 
business was purchased by Denton S. Gehr. Gehr had worked for the First National Bank of 
Westminster, as did his brother George Gehr, and George's son, also named Denton. It was this 
nephew Denton who purchased 9 Park Avenue from Gilbert in 1921, and apparently lived there 
for several years, eventually selling it in 1934. Denton Gehr, the nephew, is best known for 
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having embezzled close to $30,000 from the First National Bank, and funds from the Westminster 
Cemetery Company, for which he was sentenced to four years at North Eastern Penitentiary in 
1938. 

After Gehr sold the property it was owned by the Shroyer family, who never lived here. They 
rented the house to the Buffingtons in the 1940's, then the Hollingers, and to Charlie Havens from 
the 1950's to the 1970's. The present owners purchased it in 1982 and renovated it as their home. 

Geographic Organization: 
Piedmont 

Chronological./Developmental Periods: 
Industrial/Urban Dominance AD. 1870-1930 

Historic Period Themes: 
Architecture 

Resource Type: 
Single Family Dwelling 
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9 Park Avenue-Westminster 

CHAIN OF TITLE 

Carroll 

Carroll 
Carroll 

Carroll 

Wayne D. & Laurie E. 
Walters 

Helen Rex Shroyer 

Montgonery J. & Marie N. 
Shroyer (wt) 

Westminster Denton Gehr 

Westminster Oscar D. Gilbert 

George W. Matthews 

? 28 June LWS 
1982 809 

Carroll 19 January LWS 
1982 803 

Carroll 2 Jan 1934 EMM 
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Westminster 1Mar1921 EOC 137 
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1896 

1 

24Aug 
1866 

Wamck33 
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DeedFee 
Simple 

Deed Fee 
Simple 

451 DeedFee 
Simple 

= 

103 ac $49,900 
Lot 27, Matthews 
Addn 

4512 sq ft 

$10.00 4512 sq 
ft. lot 27, 
Matthews Addn 
lot 1 as laid out & 
platted by M.T. 
Yeiser, surveyor, 
26 Feb 1927. 

540 Deed Fee $10.00 4512 
Simple sq.ft. 

218 Deed $1405.00 lot 27 
plat-mortgage 
records W AMcK 
3-55 8,250 SQ ft. 

409 
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