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1317 North Main Street, Hampstead 

Summary: 

In the 1870's, Andrew J. Houck operated a store and post office in the small settlement of 
Houcksville, several miles southwest of Hampstead. He also owned a lot in Hampstead that held 
a log house and a frame stable. This was apparently on the northwest comer of Main Street and 
Shiloh Avenue, but he apparently was living in Houcksville, not Hampstead. In the late 1870's, 
Houck seems to have given up his business in Houcksville and his property in Hampstead, and 
taken up another business. His new business may have been in Hampstead, since he purchased a 
lot in 1883 and was assessed for a new house in 1884, which was probably this one at 1317 Main 
Street. The house is a traditional Carroll County type with a central entrance flanked by one 
room to each side and a kitchen ell on the rear. There are several features that demonstrate a 
knowledge of outside trends, including the jigsawn porch brackets and the central gabled wall 
dormer with a lancet sash. Both of these features are common on otherwise traditional houses in 
Hampstead, and Carroll County in general, in the last quarter of the nineteenth century, so 
Houck' s house would have been seen as modem, but in keeping with all of his neighbors. The 
house also has a summer kitchen attached to a side porch, a feature that seems to be prevalent in 
Hampstead but has not been observed in towns such as New Windsor and Union Bridge. 



'~~· ..... 

'MARY[t\ND-INVENTOr>v 
Maryland Historical Trust HISTORIC 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name (indicate preferred name} 

historic Andrew J. Houck House 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 1317 Main Street 

city, town . Hampstead 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district
i building(s) 
~structure 

_site 
/~object 

Ownership 
· public 

-X private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 

Xnot applicable 

__x vicinity of 

county 

Status 
_K_ occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
__ yes: restricted 
_ yes: unrestricted 
~no 

Survey No. CARR~l589 

Magi No. 

DOE _yes no 

congressional district 

Carroll 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_ not for publication 

_museum 
_park 
_K_ private residence 
_religious 
__ scientific 
__ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names. and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Nev ir1 Auchey 

street & number 1317 Main Street. telephone no.: (410) 374-9090 

city, town Hampstead state and zip code Maryland .2107 4: 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Courthouse Annex liber LWS 2033 

street & number 55 North Court Street folio 644 

city, town Westminster state Maryland 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title None 

date _federal _state _county _local 

pository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
__ excellent 
~good 
__ fair 

__ deteriorated 
__ ruins 
__ unexposed 

Ch_eck one 
__ unaltered 
__K_ altered 

Check one 
_lL_ original site 
__ moved date of move 

Survey No. CARR-1589 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

SEE ATTACHED 



a. Significance Survey No. CARR-1589 

Period 
__ prehistoric 
7~~ 1400-1499 

1500-1599 
_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
_lL 1800-1899 
_1900-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning __ landscape architecture __ religion 
__ archeology-historic __ conservation __ law __ science 

agriculture __ economics __ literature __ sculpture 
-X- architecture __ education __ military __ social/ 
__ art __ engineering __ music humanitarian 
__ commerce __ exploration/settlement __ philosophy __ theater 
__ communications __ industry __ politics/government __ . transpo~ation 

__ invention __ other (specify) 

C.1883-84 Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

A B X C D 

Applicable Exception: A B C D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state X local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significapce and a gert~ral statement of history and 
support. 

SEE ATTACHED 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. CARR-1589 

SEE ATTACHED 

1 O. Geographical Data 
.77 A Acreage of nominated property _________ _ 

Quadrangle name ~ampstead Quadrangle scale __ 1_:_2_4_0_0_0 __ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALU I I I I I I I I I I B w L-1 .L....I _._1 -1-.1........il I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

cLLJ ~!_.___. __ ...___! ~l_._,,---J-.-...,__, D LiJ ,__I .__I ........._..........,.! I I 

E L__i_I I I ...._! ~__..__--- F LLJ I I L-1 J-...1..--J-.. ............. 

a L__i_I I I..._!_._..__.__ __ __ 
H Li_j ~' ....L-....L--i.....i..-,i.....i 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Kenneth M. Short, Historic Planner 

organization C a r r o 11 C o u n t y P 1 an n in g & Dev e 1 op . date May 25, 1999 

street & number 225 North Center Street telephone ( 4 I 0 ~J 3 8 6 - 2 I 4 5 

city or town Westminster state Mary 1 and 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical 
Shaw House 
21 State c· e 

·s, Maryland 
269-2438 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
DHCP/DHGD 

2l40l 100 COMMUNITY PLACE 
CROWNSViU~E, MD 21032·2023 

514"7600 PS-2746 
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Description Section 7 Page 1 

The house at 1317 Main Street in Hampstead in northeastern Carroll County, Maryland 
is located on the east side of Main Street and faces west toward the street. It is a 2 Vz story three 
bay by two bay wooden structure with a two bay 2 story ell. It has a gable roof of standing seam 
metal with a north/south ridge and an interior brick chimney on both the north and south gable 
ends. The ell has a gable roof with an east/west ridge. The structure has weather boards that 
appear to be made of asbestos. On the west elevation, the first story has a center entrance with 
an oak door that has a single oval beveled glass light and carved floral motif in the spandrels. 
There is a 1-light transom. On either side of the doorway is a single 2/2 sash with blinds. The 
second story has three shorter 2/2 sash. There is a wood box cornice and a central gable wall 
dormer with a 2/2 lancet sash. There is a 1 story four bay porch that wraps around on the south. 
It is set on raised brick piers and has turned posts and balusters; jig-sawn brackets and a shed roof 
with standing seam metal. 

The north elevation is four bays deep; two bays in the main block and two in the ell. The 
ell is set in the same plane as the main block. There are four typical 2/2 sash on both the first and 
second stories. There are two 4-light casements in the gable end. There is a 2 story shed roof 
addition on the east end of the ell that may be an enclosed porch. On the south elevation, the 
main block has the same window configuration as the north elevation. The south elevation of the 
ell is three bays. The first story has a door in the west bay and a 2/2 sash in the center bay. The 
east bay is recessed and also has a door. On the second story the west bay projects and has been 
built out over the porch. This bay has two 1/ 1 sash. The center bay has a 2/2 sash and the east 
bay a 111 sash. 

There is a summer kitchen at the southeast comer of the house. There is a short porch that 
connects the summer kitchen to the wrap-around porch. The summer kitchen is a 1 112 story one 
bay by one bay wood structure with a parged foundation; weather boards and a gable roof of 
corrugated metal with an east/west ridge. There is an interior brick chimney on the east end. The 
south elevation has a 2/2 sash and the west elevation has a door on the first story and a 4-light sash 
in the gable end. At the rear of the lot is a carriage house with a rubble-stone foundation; beaded
edge-in-center vertical boards and a shed roof of standing seam metal that slopes down to the 
north. The north elevation has a Dutch door to the east; a boarded-up window to the west of it; 
another Dutch door; a large wagon door and a boarded-up opening that must have been a low 
window to the west. There is a new garage attached to the west end of the carriage house. 
Contributing resources 3. 
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Significance Section 8 Page 1 

In the 1870's, Andrew J. Houck operated a store and post office in the small 
settlement ofHoucksville, several miles southwest of Hampstead. He also owned a lot in 
Hampstead that held a log house and a frame stable. This was apparently on the 
northwest comer of Main Street and Shiloh Avenue, but he apparently was living in 
Houcksville, not Hampstead. In the late 1870's, Houck seems to have given up his 
business in Houcksville and his property in Hampstead, and taken up another business. 
His new business may have been in Hampstead, since he purchased a lot in 1883 and was 
assessed for a new house in 1884, which was probably this one at 1317 Main Street. The 
house is a traditional Carroll County type with a central entrance flanked by one room to 
each side and a kitchen ell on the rear. There are several features that demonstrate a 
knowledge of outside trends, including the jigsawn porch brackets and the central gabled 
wall dormer with a lancet sash. Both of these features are common on otherwise 
traditional houses in Hampstead, and Carroll County in general, in the last quarter of the 
nineteenth century, so Houck' s house would have been seen as modem, but in keeping 
with all of his neighbors. The house also has a summer kitchen attached to a side porch, a 
feature that seems to be prevalent in Hampstead but has not been observed in towns such 
as New Windsor and Union Bridge. 

Andrew Houck sold the house to his wife in 1909, probably to insure that she 
would be comfortable once he had died. Two years later she had moved to Baltimore City 
and sold their house to Peter and Amanda Rinaman. At one time, Houck had owned a 
grain elevator and cool and lumber yard along the railroad tracks in Hampstead. Whether 
it was this business that brought him to Hampstead or he acquired it later is not known, 
but at some time Peter Rinaman became a partner. Around 1909 Rinaman bought out 
Houck. The 1911 Sanborn Map shows that the house and out buildings that exist today 
and, for the most part, reached their present configuration by the time the Rinamans 
purchased them, and are probably much as Houck completed them. The house apparently 
passed to the Rinaman's daughter, Mary A. Brown, who just sold it in 1998. 

Geographic Organization: 
Piedmont 

Chronological/Developmental Periods: 
Industrial/Urban Dominance AD. 1870-1930 

Historic Period Themes: 
Architecture/Landscape Architecture/Community Planning 

Resource Type: 
Rural \Temacular 
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