CARR-1613
1431 N. Main Street, Hampstead

Summary:

The Ports-Grogg-Hyson House, at 1431 N. Main Street in Hampstead, is on part of a 76
acre farm that was purchased by Henry W. Ports in 1840 for $397. The lingering effects of the
1837 depression no doubt account in part for the low sale price, but at just over $5.00 an acre, the
price, but at just over $5.00 an acre, the price suggests the property was not well improved. It
had been part of the land of the late John Murray, and had been subdivided and sold, which may
explain why there were few improvements at this time. There was a house on the property by
1852, according to the tax books, and the existing building is indicated on the 1862 map. The
house is likely and log structure and appears to have been built in at least two stages, each period
comprising three bays. The rear wing may have been added in a third period, or be part of the
second period expansion, but it has undergone alterations, probably in the twentieth century.
While it is not possible at this time to determine which half of the dwelling was erected first, both
halves are typical of traditional Carroll County vernacular structures, each three bays wide. The
southern half of the building contains the only front door, which is unusual since most additions
were given their own front door, which is unusual since most additions were given their own front
door. This might suggest that it is the original section, however an original door could have been
replaced by a window at a later date. Only closer examination will answer these questions. Ports
sold the farm just before his death, for $2,313.73, to David Grogg. The deed was not executed
until June 1861, by the administrator of Port’s estate. Judging from the 1866 tax assessment,
Grogg was a farmer, as he had livestock worth $269 and farming implements worth $65. He may
also have had a trade to supplement the income from his smaller than average farm, as he had
“tools moved by hand” valued at $30. In 1869 Grogg was assessed for a new barn, but that
building does not seem to survive. Three years later Grogg got rid of much of his livestock, and
apparently was getting out of farming, though probably not retiring. In 1875 he was assessed for
an addition to his house. This date seems rather late for either half of the main block of the house.
More likely, Ports three bay house was added to either by Ports himself in the late 1850's or by
Grogg in the early 1860's, and the 1870' addition may be part or all of the rear wing. The house
was described in 1876 as a two-story log and frame dwelling.
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Description Section 7 Page 1

The Ports-Grogg-Hyson House is located at 1430 North Main Street in Hampstead in
northeastern Carroll County, Maryland. The house is located on the east side of the street and
faces west toward the street. Itis a 2 story six bay by two bay wood structure most likely built
of log and has a rubble stone foundation; asbestos shingle siding and a gable roof of standing
seam metal with a north/south ridge. The west elevation has from north to south on the first story
three 6/6 sash; a six panel door with side lights of three lights over one panel and two new 1/1
sash. There is a three bay 1 story porch with brick piers supporting boxed posts. The porch has
a hip roof of standing seam metal and square vertical balusters. The second story has six 6/6 sash.
There is a jigsawn bargeboard and an interior brick chimney on the north and south gable ends.

On the north elevation, the first and second stories each have two 6/6 sash and the gable
end has two 4-light sash. There is a 1 story shed roof one bay wing on the east elevation that has
a 6/6 sash on the north elevation of the wing. The south elevation of the main block has a new
1/1 sash in the west bay and nothing in the east bay of the first story. The second story has no
opening in the west bay and has a 6/6 sash in the east bay. The gable end has one new 2-light
sash set west of the chimney. There are jigsawn bargeboards on the raking eaves in a Vitruvian
wave pattern. On the east elevation is an ell that is flush with the north elevation. It is a 2 story
asbestos shingle structure with a gable roof of standing seam metal that has an east/west ridge.
There is an interior brick chimney on the east gable end. The south elevation of the ell on the first
story has a door in the center with four lights over panels. There are triple 2/2 sash to each side
of the door. The second story has triple 2/2 sash centered over the door and two 6/6 sash to the
east. This elevation appears to have originally been a recessed porch that has been infilled with
the original pantry at the east end. This pantry may have been wider on the second story than it
was on the first story; meaning that it extended further to the west making the second story of the
porch a little bit shorter than the first story. There is a new CMU 2-car garage behind the house.
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The Ports-Grogg-Hyson House, at 1431 N. Main Street in Hampstead, is on part of a 76
acre farm that was purchased by Henry W. Ports in 1840 for $397. The lingering effects of the
1837 depression no doubt account in part for the low sale price, but at just over $5.00 an acre, the
price, but at just over $5.00 an acre, the price suggests the property was not well improved. It
had been part of the land of the late John Murray, and had been subdivided and sold, which may
explain why there were few improvements at this time. There was a house on the property by
1852, according to the tax books, and the existing building is indicated on the 1862 map. The
house is likely and log structure and appears to have been built in at least two stages, each period
comprising three bays. The rear wing may have been added in a third period, or be part of the
second period expansion, but it has undergone alterations, probably in the twentieth century.
While it is not possible at this time to determine which half of the dwelling was erected first, both
halves are typical of traditional Carroll County vernacular structures, each three bays wide. The
southern half of the building contains the only front door, which is unusual since most additions
were given their own front door, which is unusual since most additions were given their own front
door. This might suggest that it is the original section, however an original door could have been
replaced by a window at a later date. Only closer examination will answer these questions. Ports
sold the farm just before his death, for $2,313.73, to David Grogg. The deed was not executed
until June 1861, by the administrator of Port’s estate. Judging from the 1866 tax assessment,
Grogg was a farmer, as he had livestock worth $269 and farming implements worth $65. He may
also have had a trade to supplement the income from his smaller than average farm, as he had
“tools moved by hand” valued at $30. In 1869 Grogg was assessed for a new barn, but that
building does not seem to survive. Three years later Grogg got rid of much of his livestock, and
apparently was getting out of farming, though probably not retiring. In 1875 he was assessed for
an addition to his house. This date seems rather late for either half of the main block of the house.
More likely, Ports three bay house was added to either by Ports himself in the late 1850's or by
Grogg in the early 1860's, and the 1870 addition may be part or all of the rear wing. The house
was described in 1876 as a two-story log and frame dwelling,

After Grogg’s death his heirs divided the farm, which was now 87 acres, into seven tracts
of various sizes and sold them in 1891 to seven different purchasers. The largest tract of 36 ¥4
acres, included the improvements and was purchased by one of the heirs, Miles C. Grogg. Miles
Grogg lived across the street, at 1440 N. Main Street (Carr-1279) and apparently purchased this
property as an investment. In 1894 he sold the buildings and two acres to M.C. Alice Hyon of
Ranchos Territory, New Mexico. The house remains in the Hyson family to this day.

Geographic Organization:
Piedmont

Chronological/Developmental Periods:
Agricultural-Industrial Transition A.D. 1815-1870
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CHAIN OF TITLE

Josephine C. Hyson Carroll Josephine C. Hyson et al Carroll 23 Mar LWS 1217 | 689 Deed fee $5.001)2
1990 simple 1/4 +A2)2
A77sq. r
Harry P. Hyson et al heirs of | Carroll et al Paul F. & Josephine C. ? 20 Apr. LDM 166 | 333 Deed fee $10.00 1) 2
David A.B. Hyson Carroll Hyson etal 1937 simple 1/4+A 2) 2A
T7sqr
John M. Hyson et al heirs of | Red Lion David A.B. Hyson & wf Hampstead 3 Nov 1915 | EOC 136 532 Deed fee $1.00 2A+
M.C. Alice Hyson York Co, PA | Clara V. simple sq.p. Alice d.
Mar 8 1915
Miles C. & Katie E. Grogg Carroll M.C. Alice Hyson Ranchos 31 Mar BFC 78 566 Deed fee $1408.752
(wf) Territory 1894 simple A, 2+sq p.
New Mexico lot 1 or
"Homestead"
William H. & Ida M. Grogg Adams Co, Miles C. Grogg heir of David | ? 17 Jan BFC 72 350 Deed fee $2655 86 1/4
(wi) etal of David Grogg PA Carroll Grogg 1891 simple lots
1,7,9,10,11,
12 36+ac 1)
"Homestead"
5+ A part of
orig. 87A [no
prev ref]
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